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Dedication

For all of those photographer explorers who risked life and limb to document the Faces, Places and Days Gone By for history. Without these intrepid explorers, capturers of the windows of the past, we would only be able to imagine from historical writings. Due to their great determination and tenacity, we can look back across the years and truly see the days of the lives of those that made the Upper Peninsula what it is today.






Introduction—The Mikel B. Classen Historical Pictures Collection

As a historian, I have a good grasp of what life in the past must have looked like, but there is nothing like having photographs to accurately see our world in the early days of the evolution of our society. Very rarely do we look at ourselves as historical, but as time passes and events occur, the ripples from those days gone by leave their marks on individuals and communities. We go about our lives and routines, unaware that our passing through time will leave indelible marks on history.

The invention of photography gave the world momentary windows of time preserved for the future to see. Photographs help us accurately depict and learn about life as we all move through time. Even though we don’t think about it now, someday someone will be looking back at all the Instagram and FaceBook pictures to try to explain life in the 2000s. All I have to say is, good luck with that.

The Mikel B. Classen Historical Pictures Collection began as an effort to facilitate my research and be able to accurately peer into the past for accuracy. It didn’t take long for it to evolve into much more than that. I soon found images from across the Upper Peninsula, which sent me on their own investigations spurred by the curiosity behind the photos. The pictures took many forms, from old engravings and lithographs, to rare stereoviews, postcards, cabinet cards, and press release photos. You can learn more about the types of images used here by flipping right to the Glossary in the back of this book.

There are currently around 1000 images in the collection with more being added all of the time. This book contains over 100 of the pictures, displaying a cross-section of time and life in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. I tried to pick a diversity of locations and subjects that would interest and fascinate any lover of the U.P. Now I get to share them with others.

When looking through the pictures in this book, consider that a photographer is involved in each image. Each picture was taken by someone who often went to extreme lengths to get the pictures. They would have to pack heavy and awkward equipment, often to remote or even dangerous locations just to get the pictures we see. They would have portable wagons that carried picture plates and developing chemicals. The photographers could develop pictures on the spot. They were dedicated daredevils who would do almost anything for the perfect picture. The older the picture, the heavier and more cumbersome the equipment was. They themselves were rugged pioneers and explorers who were unsung through history.

I feel lucky and privileged to be the caretaker of these historical artifacts. Preserving the past for the future is an important task, and when I get new additions to the collection, I feel it is something coming back home where it belongs, where it will enhance our knowledge and education, will be cherished and used to further the pursuit of history, U.P. history.

With this book, it is my hope that these images will now have an opportunity to be enjoyed by others instead of languishing in my drawers and on my shelves. I enjoy looking at them and I hope others will as well. I’ve written concise summaries of each one with as much information as is available. These discuss the details and nuances of what we can learn from the individual image. Enjoy these gems from the Mikel B. Classen Historical Pictures collection.

Mikel B. Classen

2023






City and Settlement Life
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(1)Cliff Mine Settlement—Keweenaw Peninsula
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The Cliff Mine settlement was one of the earliest in the Upper Peninsula. Established in 1845, it ranks as the first ore producing copper mine in the Keweenaw that was an organized company. Copper had been dug by ancient pit miners (Native Americans) all across the region. An old legend states that copper was discovered here when a prospector or trapper fell down a cliff face and hurt his butt on a projecting piece of copper. The picture, a vintage postcard, shows the community that sprang up around the mine and is taken around the turn of the century after the Cliff Mine was shut down and the village abandoned. From 1845⎯1854, it was the most productive copper mine in the U.S., producing over $2.5 million worth of ore. That is the equivalent of $56 million today. Silver was also produced. The mine’s heyday was over by 1878, and mining was through by 1887. The date on the postcard is 1906, and it contains a message: “You are a dandy chaperone. We enjoyed your company so much at the party.” It is addressed to Mr. M.J. Smith, Eagle Harbor, Michigan, who is apparently a dandy chaperone.






(2)Dog Sled Race in the Streets—Escanaba
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Winter along the Great Lakes can be long and hard. Much of life was spent simply trying to stay warm. Occasionally though, the weather breaks and some fun begins. Dog sleds were common in the early days of the Upper Peninsula. They were a tool for mobility in winter as much as the horse was. The racers have found a good day for some fun and it looks like much of the town has turned out to watch the competition. One of the things to notice is the wooden store fronts. Though there is no date on the picture, it seems to be late 1800s. Driving around Escanaba, a few of these types of buildings can still be seen. Though Escanaba claims 1863 as its founding date, its name came from a Anishinaabe word that identified a native village already established there.






(3)Future Metropolis of the U.P.—Iron River
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There is no shortage of high hopes in this one. This “bird’s eye” view is from a postcard promoting Iron River as a booming community. Like many towns on the iron range, Iron River was actively seeking residents to work in the mines that were springing up everywhere in that part of the peninsula. Iron County, where Iron River is located, had over 50 iron mines. One of the takeaways from the picture is the lack of trees. In places, the ground is completely bare. Logging was the other big local industry. The hills and forests surrounding the community were full of loggers and the results of their work is clearly evident. Iron River had about 5,000 residents at its peak, certainly not quite a metropolis, but unlike many of the cities in the region, the population has remained reasonably steady. To this day, Iron River is a thriving community that is a paradise for outdoor recreation.






(4)Motorcycle Hitting the Streets—Manistique
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