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Kathleen and Buzz Johnson at Christening of Kathy Ann at Eagle Harbor

While building Kathy Ann, there was nothing as uplifting as a visit from our young grandchildren. Their chatter and ability to scurry about the boat provided a welcome break from my work. I doubt that they fully comprehended what Grandpa was building. This all ended once the steering wheel was installed. The piloting started with great imagination. After launching the boat, the kids moved in and made themselves at home. Yes, this is what building the boat was all about.

Kathy Ann is a creation I enjoyed building, but in the back of my mind, the boat was always something to share with family and friends. It is a classroom to teach seamanship, navigation, and responsibility. Kathy Ann opens the door to a great adventure, to see sites that most people never get to see.

Kathy Ann was built with longevity in mind. Seeing “fish tugs” built of steel in the thirties and forties still working every day influenced me to build a steel hull boat. Selecting a time-proven engine was keeping in mind the rule of KISS (keep it simple stupid!)—one wire to the fuel solenoid, a starter circuit, and a fuel supply is all that is needed to keep the Cummins 4BT engine running. 

It was a long trip from start to completion. I was still working part-time with my sons for the first two years in the family construction business and realized that I would be an Old Man by the time the boat was completed at that rate. For the next three years, the obsession of completing the boat became a full-time project. There were many nights that Kathleen kindly lifted my book and off my face and turned out the light. My wardrobe of work clothes had been depleted, with all the pieces having burnt holes, torn pockets and knees, and paint by the time the boat was completed.

Now that I had a boat to travel to the next bay and beyond, my wife’s greatest fear of not seeing me during the summer came. It is not that I will not venture out, but I would like to think she would feel at home with me on the boat. Kathleen, you were most patient, and we all love you.
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My father – Elmer Johnson in his shop 

This book is dedicated to my father, Elmer L. Johnson. He was more than my mentor, he was my father and best friend, and a patient teacher.

Our close relationship started with “helping” him in the cow barn at an early age or maybe it was being brought to that big fishing hole in the Traprock River to fish well after dark in hope of catching that big trout. There is a long list of occasions that brought us close together.

My father was a true craftsman. Items he made of wood were utilitarian, felt good in your hands, and were always perfect. Among his greatest crafted items were his hand carved pictures which were foreshortened 3-D cut into wide pine boards—pictures of buildings, bridges, and wildlife.

Elmer made several pairs of snowshoes, cedar baskets, and as Christmas presents, wooden toys. In later years he finally had the time and space to build traditional cedar-canvas canoes and also repair wooden canoes. Like everything he did, they were perfect from form to finish and works of art.

Most of all, Elmer guided all his children in an often unspoken way with patience and kindness. He gave us the opportunity to achieve our goals. He supported us and made us the people we are today. Our path to excel started with excellent work ethics and community obligation.

Thank you for the great start in life Dad. I think of you every time I put cabinet hinges on, trim a window, or go boating on the Kathy Ann.
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