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	A sculpture of a Celtic warrior

	Celtic Mythology

	“Throughout all of Gaul there are two classes of people who are treated with dignity and honor. This does not include the common people, who are little better than slaves and never have a voice in councils. Many of these align themselves with a patron voluntarily, whether because of debt or heavy tribute or out of fear of retribution by some other powerful person. Once they do this, they have given up all rights and are scarcely better than servants. The two powerful classes mentioned above are the Druids and the warriors. Druids are concerned with religious matters, public and private sacrifices, and divination.” – Julius Caesar

	The Celts are one of the most well-known groups in Europe and one of the least understood. Depending on which classifications are used, the Celts are also one of the oldest civilizations in Europe. In the centuries before Christ, the Celts were spread out across much of continental Europe, and though they are mostly identified with Gaul, evidence suggests they also spread as far as Portugal. Though they were spread out across Europe before the height of the Roman Empire, most people associate the Celts with the British Isles today, particularly Ireland and Scotland. After they had been relegated to those smaller regions as a result of the Romans and other migrations, the culture of the Celts as it is currently understood began to congeal during the Early Middle Ages, and Celtic culture, folklore, and legend have all become inextricably intertwined with Irish history and British history as a whole.

	Historically, Celtic cultures differ from their English and French neighbors in a number of ways, including social organization, language, values and economic systems, but one of the most captivating of these has always been their myths. Celtic Myths, which can be read in translation without needing special training in grammar, are more accessible than the Celtic languages, and unlike the other distinctive features that have faded over the centuries, myths still have their immediacy and power when read today.  While much has undoubtedly been lost from the ancient Celts over time, medieval manuscripts help scholars understand how Celtic myths have reached the form they have today. Like many ancient belief systems, Celtic mythology shares Indo-European roots, meaning Celtic beliefs have cousins in related societies like the Norse, Greeks, Romans and Slavs, with a foundation of shared mythmaking that goes back several millennia.  Descriptions of Celtic mythology by their contemporaries, including the Ancient Romans and Greeks, provide a hazy picture, while the tales recorded by Christian monks and undoubtedly bear the stamp of their own religious affiliations.

	Celtic Mythology: The Religion of the Ancient Celts examines the history and legacy of the religion practiced by the Ancient Celts. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn about Celtic mythology like you never have before, in no time at all. 
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Chapter 1: Who Were the Ancient Celts?

	When someone is talking about the “Celts”, there are a number of different things he or she could be talking about. In its strictest definition, "Celtic" describes a small family of languages found in the northwestern fringes of Europe, and the "Celts" are the people who use those languages or are descended from people who do.  However, due to the passage of time and the mingling of cultures, much that is described as "Celtic" has nothing to do with language and can be only connected tangentially to the speakers of languages like Cornish, Manx and Breton.  As a result, some scholars (in particular, those following the lead of Malcolm Chapman1) dismiss the very idea of "Celts" as a fantasy which the English used to categorize, control and dismiss the relevance of the people who lived in the fringes of their state, particularly the Irish but also the Scottish Highlanders and Welsh. Not surprisingly, this position has been vigorously rejected by those who consider themselves Celts today.2  

	While the writings of the Celto-skeptics are interesting, many scholars do subscribe to the belief that there is such a thing as the Celtic Language family, and that the people who spoke these languages do have historic and cultural similarities, even if many of the similarities were due to their marginal position under the English state. With that said, geneticists and Celtic nationalists have attempted to find a genetic link amongst Celtic peoples for a long time, but ultimately they have only had limited success.  This is largely due to the fact that language is not passed along bloodlines, and huge populations can dramatically change language within a few generations, such as the descendants of Africans who speak Portuguese in Brazil or the descendants of Chinese immigrants who speak English or Spanish in the Americas.  Thus, while scholars can potentially trace the linguistic origins and history of the Celtic peoples, there is no way to ensure that any genetic research done upon today's Celts will provide accurate information about ancient users of that language family.

	[image: File:Celts in Europe.png]

	The yellow area represents the Celtic presence in the 6th century B.C. The lighter shades of green represent the expansion of the Celts in the 3rd century B.C. The dark green represents the Six Celtic Nations and areas where the Celtic languages are still spoken today. 
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