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Sean Mathias

Sean Mathias is an internationally acclaimed, award-winning director of theatre and film.

He has worked extensively at the National Theatre, in the West End, and on Broadway, as well as in theatres across the United States, Australia, South Africa, the United Kingdom, Ireland, France, and New Zealand.

Sean has directed two feature films, Bent and, more recently, Hamlet. He also directed two productions for NT Live, including Harold Pinter’s No Man’s Land.

In addition to directing, Sean wrote the groundbreaking BBC film The Lost Language of Cranes and is the author of several plays, including his Swansea-based work A Prayer for Wings.

His play Swansea Boy, which he first workshopped 35 years ago at the National Theatre Studio, is now receiving its long-awaited debut production.

Sean lives on the Gower Coast with his partner, Paul, and their three dogs.
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Cainen Productions was founded in 2024 by Mark Cainen, whose passion for theatre led him to produce a world premiere of Swansea Boy. Collaborating with writer and director Sean Mathias, they assembled a terrific cast and dedicated creative team, to ensure that every element of Swansea Boy would be shared with all audiences.

Swansea Boy is not just a play—it is a testament to the enduring power of theatre to captivate audiences, spark conversation, and leave a lasting impact.

Cainen Productions represents a commitment to powerful storytelling, innovation, and artistic collaboration. As it moves forward, it aims to continue pushing creative boundaries, ensuring that its inaugural production serves as a foundation for future theatrical endeavours that inspire and resonate with audiences.

www.cainenproductions.com
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Volcano Theatre Company

The Volcano Theatre is an ideal venue for staging Swansea Boy, offering a dynamic and immersive space that enhances the production’s unique storytelling approach. Known for its bold and experimental performances, Volcano Theatre provides an atmospheric setting that aligns perfectly with the themes and style of the play.

One of the key advantages of this venue is its adaptable space, which allows Swansea Boy to be performed in a promenade style. This means that rather than a traditional static stage setup, audiences can move through different areas of the theatre, becoming more engaged with the unfolding narrative. The versatility of the space enables the production to create an intimate and interactive experience, drawing the audience deeper into the world of the play.

Volcano Theatre’s innovative approach to theatre-making, combined with its distinctive venue layout, makes it an exciting and fitting location for Swansea Boy. The venue’s commitment to pushing creative boundaries and fostering new artistic voices further reinforces its suitability for a production that aims to be both powerful and immersive.

www.volcanotheatre.wales







CAST AND CREATIVES

LLINOS DANIEL – MAM

SEBASTIAN ISAAC – COLIN

ALISON LENIHAN – AICHA

MATT OLSEN – ARI

STEFAN PEJIC – DAD

ELIZA TEALE – SHELLEY

CAMPBELL WALLACE – JAMES

WRITER & DIRECTOR – SEAN MATHIAS

PRODUCER – MARK CAINEN

SET AND COSTUME DESIGNER – LEE NEWBY

LIGHTING DESIGNER – JAMIE PLATT

SOUND DESIGNER – TONY DAVIES

STAGE/PRODUCTION MANAGER – KAREN MYLES

ASST STAGE MANAGER – ALISON LENIHAN
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We are grateful to all our supporters, sponsors, and investors who have played a vital role in bringing this production to life. Your generosity and belief in this project have made it possible for this story to be told on stage.

Many thanks to: The Ambassador Theatre Group Producer’s Grant, whose funding has been instrumental in helping us develop and stage this work; Bill Kenwright Ltd for their incredibly generous investment; The Welsh Arts Council, whose financial support and guidance have been invaluable in making this production a reality; Butterfield Morgan Accountants and Swansea.com.

Thank you for being part of this journey.
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Llinos Daniel is a Welsh actress trained at Royal Holloway University of London and Webber Douglas Academy of Dramatic Art. Her television and film appearances include roles in Hamlet alongside Sir Ian McKellen, Wolf, Hinterland, Torchwood, and Pobol y Cwm. In theatre, Llinos has collaborated with companies such as Lighthouse Theatre, National Theatre Wales, and Theatr Na Nóg. She has worked with Sir Ian McKellen on productions of Hamlet and The Cherry Orchard at Theatre Royal, Windsor, directed by Sean Mathias. Additionally, she portrayed Mam in Mathias’s play A Prayer for Wings. Beyond acting, Llinos has directed productions such as The Butterfly Hunter and O Little Town of Aberystwyth and is also a singer and harpist.

SEBASTIAN ISAAC – COLIN
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Sebastian Isaac is a recent graduate of The Royal Welsh College of Music & Drama, completing his acting training in 2022. During his studies, he performed in productions such as Really Bad, Indecent, Dream, Grimm Tales, Sweat, and Romeo & Juliet with the National Youth Theatre. His screen work includes appearances in Same But Different (AFAN ARTS) and Cardiff I Love You (BBC Wales). Swansea Boy marks Sebastian’s professional theatre debut, reflecting his dedication and emerging talent in the performing arts.

ALISON LENIHAN – AICHA
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Alison is a Welsh actress active in theatre, film, and television. She is notably recognised for her role in Channel 4’s BAFTA-nominated series The Dog House, where she combined her passion for rehoming rescue dogs with her television work. Her theatre repertoire includes leading roles in Yap! Yap! Yap! with GAGGLE, and Shakespearean characters such as Lady Macbeth, Lady Capulet, and Montjoy with Fluellen Theatre Company. Alison’s film credits encompass Conjuring the Dead (Netflix), Tin Dancing Shoes (BBC Wales), The Wedding Car (BBC Wales), The Cleansing (Tornado Films), and Heart of Steel (Copper Films). Holding a BA (Hons) in English and Film, she also facilitates drama workshops and engages in pottery as a hobby.

MATT OLSEN – ARI


[image: Photograph of Matt Olsen]

Matt is a Welsh actor who graduated from Italia Conti. During his studies, he performed in productions such as Almost, Maine at the Edinburgh Fringe festival, The Pride and The Winter’s Tale. Television credits include Ghosts (BBC) and Miss Scarlet and the Duke (Alibi). Matt is thrilled to be a part of Swansea Boy, marking his Welsh theatre debut in the city he was born where he first fell in love with acting.

STEFAN PEJIC – DAD
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