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				Dedication

				This book is dedicated to the faculty and staff of Pensacola Christian School who labored fervently to help my classmates and me to understand the good news of Jesus Christ.

			

		

	
		
			
				5

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Table of Contents

			

		

		
			
				Dedication .................................................................................4

				Table of Contents ......................................................................5

				WHY? .........................................................................................6

				Is There Any Real Meaning? ....................................................8

				Twisting, Trying or Trusting? ................................................12

				G.R.A.C.E. ...............................................................................14

				The Glory of God ....................................................................17

				The Rebellion of Mankind .....................................................25

				The Awful Penalty for the Rebellion of Mankind ...............30

				Christ Paid the Penalty for the Rebellion of Mankind.......35

				Embrace Christ by Faith Today ............................................41

				You Need to Have a Conversation with the Lord ...............51

			

		

	


		
			
				6

			

		

		
			
				WHY?

				Have you ever wished that you could have a conversation with God? If you could talk to Him, what would you ask Him? Most people would ask, 

				“WHY?” 

				“Why am I here?”

				“Why are things the way they are?”

				Even little children learn to ask the “why questions.”

				Adults ask, “Why is the world so messed up and stressed out with hatred and bitterness?” 

				Some people ask “why” questions out of misery or frustration. Others ask “why” when they are trying to find real meaning. Would you be surprised to learn that the Bible includes a number of stories about people asking, “Why?” 

				For instance, Job was so frustrated with his life that he asked, “Why died I not from the womb? Why did I not give up the ghost when I came out of the belly?”1 It sounds as if his life was pretty troubled, doesn’t it?

				Rebekah was shocked to learn that one of her two sons wanted to murder the other one! She exclaimed, “Why should I be deprived also of you both in one day?”2 Those who have lost children to senseless violence are still asking why they have been deprived of their sons and daughters.

				Even Jesus exclaimed, “My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?”3

			

		

		
			
				__________

				1 Job 3:11 2 Genesis 27:45 3 Matthew 27:46, quoting Psalm 22:1
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				Across the ages, so many have voiced these questions and others:

				“Why are all these painful things happening to me and to the people I love?” 

				“Why do people say that God loves us when He allows so many harsh and evil things to happen in this world?” 

				Or “Why do people say that God is in control when it looks as if everything is falling apart?”

				Over the years, I have had many conversations with people who asked questions like these. Beginning late in 1971, the Lord began to answer these questions for me. I’m guessing that you wonder about these things as I did and I am eager to share what the Lord has taught me so far. In fact, I am convinced that God put these “Why?” questions into our hearts to help us find our way.

				Someone shared this book with you or it came to you by some other means as you ponder the question, “Why?” And this was no accident: the Lord longs to have that conversation with you to explain “Why.” 
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