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				Introduction

			

		

		
			
				They’re famously lazy and undeniably cute, but how much do you really know about sloths? Did you know they carry an entire ecosystem around with them? What about the 6-metre tall extinct giant sloth?!

				We’re going to learn more about these facts and many more. And don’t forget to test yourself in our sloth quiz at the end. 

				Are you ready? Let’s go!
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				Sloths are part of a group of mammals called arboreal Neotropical xenarthran mammals. Arboreal means that they live in trees, while Neotropical is a biogeographic region that makes up most of Central and South America. Xenarthran is a group of animals only found in the Americas. Other xenarthrans include armadillos and anteaters.

				• • •

				Sloths are famous for being really slow. They spend most of their lives just lounging around in trees.
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				Three-toed sloth.
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				Sloths travel at a speed of around 0.24 km/h (0.15 mph) — making them the slowest animals on Earth.
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				A sloth hanging in a tree.

			

		

	
		
			
				There are two families of sloths: Bradypus (three-toed sloths) and Choloepus (two-toed sloths). 

				• • •

				Although scientists originally thought all sloths were in the same family, they realized there were so many differences between two- and three-toed sloths that they split them into two families. 

				So let’s take a look at the differences between the two types.
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