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  This book is dedicated to
 all the families who are homeschooling, autism-style.
 Hang in there! You can do this!


  It’s also for our family, Anne and Noel,
 and in loving memory of
 David Scott Marsh.
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  INTRODUCTION


  “I will get my education—if it is in home, school, or anyplace.”


  — Malala Yousafzai


  If you’re a parent of a school-aged child with autism spectrum disorder (ASD), you already know something about homeschooling. You may have been homeschooling all along, or it may have come as a surprise when your child’s school was closed due to COVID-19 health and safety concerns. Perhaps your family is still sheltering at home. You’ve learned to manage physical distancing, face masks, and frequent handwashing; however, your child’s school may not be ready to reopen for face-to-face learning yet. If they are open but you have family members at risk, you may have chosen a home-learning option. Even if your child is able to attend school regularly during the week, they might benefit from some school-like structure during weekends and holidays. You may even be embarking on a hybrid learning journey. Whatever your reasons, you’re looking for homeschooling support, autism-style.


  First, go easy on yourself. Don’t worry about your child falling behind academically. Everybody is facing the same situation, and no one should point a finger or blame parents if your child didn’t do every worksheet provided by their teacher. Your child’s safety and happiness are your primary responsibility and should be your focus right now. Love them unconditionally, hug them when they need a hug, and keep them happily occupied. Children learn all the time, not just when they’re sitting at a desk with a book in front of them.


  One thing children learn is discerning when they’re being lied to. It’s not necessary to share every statistic that keeps you up at night, but don’t say “Everything’s fine” when they can tell you’re worried. Knowing that their grownups are worrying about something they won’t talk about makes it seem like it must be too terrible for words. Their anxiety may spike as a result, and they may act out their confusion behaviorally. Some may start doing things you haven’t seen in a long time, like bed-wetting, babyish behavior, and two-year-old “tantrums” which are really autistic meltdowns. This is perfectly normal and to be expected. Kids who don’t have autism are also doing some of these things all around the world right now. Whatever your family situation and whatever your child’s needs, it’s time to step up your parent-as-teacher game now.


  The book you’re holding was written by an autism educator, Wendela, and her daughter Siobhan, who homeschooled herself while growing up in an autism-majority family. Siobhan’s Strategies throughout the book show her unique perspective and the tips and tricks that worked for her. You’ll find in this book the structure and strategies you need to help you get through this time of homeschooling, autism-style.


  So, let’s start.
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