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			DALE’S LABOR OF LOVE

			Because of his deep love for his wife Louise, in 1900 millionaire hotel magnate, George C. Boldt, began building a castle on the St. Lawrence River, located in the heart of the Thousand Islands. He designed his love gift to rival beautiful European castles. Three hundred workers were hired to build the 120-room structure. George planned to give the castle to his beautiful wife as a Valentine’s Day gift. The castle would become their summer dream home.

			When George purchased his island home, it was called Hart Island. Because of his devotion to Louise, he changed the spelling to Heart Island.

			Symbolic of their love for each other, he included hearts most everywhere in the architecture of the castle. To carry out his heart theme, he also had the sea walls on his island re- shaped to make it look like a heart.

			The heart in the center of the Boldt Coat of Arms is entwined with two clover sprigs. Perhaps they represented their children entwined as brother and sister.

			The clover motif figured prominently in George Boldt’s story. Because of George’s skillful management of one of the larger hotels on the Hudson River, the hotel’s profits grew substantially and so did his prestige. In 1876 he was hired as assistant manager of the renowned Philadelphia Club. A few years later he established the Bellevue Hotel of Philadelphia and his reputation for quality soared.

			George was aware of the prestigious Clover Club. Consequently, he invited the members to hold one of their regular meetings at the Bellevue. They were so impressed with the hotel that they scheduled their future dinners there.

			George and Louise showed their appreciation for their support by naming their daughter Louise Clover Boldt. But they called her “Clover.”

			The cloverleaf became part of the Boldt Coat of Arms and several other generations of Boldts chose to name their children Clover.

			The Boldts also named their steamboat “Clover.”

			Dale F. Fikes had the privilege of meeting George Boldt’s granddaughter, Louise Clover Boldt Baird, at her summer home on Wellesley Island. She had invited him to tea around 1980 at Hopewell Hall. When he announced his presence at the appointed hour, the elderly lady’s nurse escorted him into a large dining room. “You must take your leave of Mrs. Baird in twenty minutes,” she admonished.

			Not wanting to overstay, Dale kept his eye on the clock. In precisely twenty minutes, he stood to thank his hostess for her time and graciousness. “Please sit down,” said Mrs. Baird, “so we can visit some more.”

			She nodded toward the table and said, “My grandparents purchased this dining room table for the castle.” She paused as if composing her thoughts carefully. “When I pass, I want it to go there. Assuming the castle is secure enough at that time.”

			A few weeks later, Dale and Shane Sanford, who by then was castle manager, were invited to Hopewell Hall again. Upon their arrival they were introduced to Mrs. Baird’s daughter Clover, as well as another family member with the same name. Turning to her daughter, Mrs. Baird said, “After I’m gone, I want my dining room table and chairs to go to the castle.”

			Her daughter nodded in agreement. “That’s a lovely idea,” she said. “But why not include all of the dining room furniture?” She paused and then added, “And your fine china with the clovers on the border, too?”

			“Of course,” Mrs. Baird responded, smiling.

			Mrs. Baird passed in 1993. Her family honored her wishes and donated the dining room furniture to the Thousand Islands Bridge Authority.

			Today’s visitors to the restored dining room on the first floor of the castle will appreciate its rich reddish-brown mahogany- like sapele walls and ceiling beams. The fireplace has been restored with a mahogany mantel.

			In keeping with the Boldts’ hospitality, there’s a long table meticulously prepared for twelve guests. Diners will sit comfortably on chairs with tapestry covered seats and slipcovers. They’ll have plenty of elbow room as they break bread together using the Boldt’s fine clover patterned china.

			The one thing missing from the restored dining room is the button on the floor installed to call the staff if something were needed in the dining room.

			**********

			Unfortunately, in 1904, just a year and a half before the castle would have been completed, Louise Kerher Boldt passed away unexpectedly at age forty-two. She and George had married when she was fifteen and he was twenty-six. At the time of her passing, they had been together for twenty-six years.

			Grief-stricken, George contacted the builders of his castle with word of her death. “Stop all construction immediately,” he ordered.

			His directive was followed, and he never returned to Heart Island. His entire holdings were left vacant and unattended for seventy-three years.

			In 1922 Edward J. Noble purchased the entire Boldt Estate. Unfortunately, maintenance and cleanup were minimal until 1977 when Dale Fikes came on the scene.
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