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			Campaigns and elections are the roots of a democratic country. Therefore, the term shows that politics is a theoretical concept that helps create a well-developed society and a well-growing country and develop the public. By implementing the concept, politics become an art.

			This book describes the elections and campaigns as to how elections are held, how campaigns are important, and how it is currently going.

			The book starts and initially tells about the elections in the nation and worldwide elections.

			The book belongs to the election background and gives sufficient information about the elections, its process, and its key terms.

			The reader will be able to learn about the concept of elections and how the process takes place.

			The reader will have an idea about the qualities necessary for a leader, how to manage everything, every problem, conflict, etc peacefully with no economic and environmental destruction.

			Also, as to how the elections are conducted, the process, and how to know the campaigns deeply.

			Readers will have an idea of how the media does play a role and a link between the public and politicians

			Overall will have an idea of how a fair election is conducted and the public servant workings.
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			Chapter 1. Introduction

			1.1 About election

			Voting is the process American citizens use to choose our leaders, decide on our laws, or change our laws. Sometimes this is called casting a ballot.

			Citizens vote during an election. The winners of an election are called public servants, and their job is to help make and carry out laws while in office. In the United States, we hold elections for many public offices.

			The people we elect for President, Senators, and Representatives are public servants and work for the Federal Government. The President is the Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, while Senators and Representatives are Members of Congress. They make decisions for the whole country by making or changing laws that affect everyone in the United States. These are all important jobs, so we vote for them to represent us.

			To vote, you must be a U.S. citizen who is at least 18 years old. In most states, you must also register to vote. Every state has its own laws about registering, and it’s important to learn your state’s rules before voting.

			You may cast your vote at a polling place where you go into a booth to cast your vote. You may also mail in your vote; an absentee ballot is called. A group of people called election officials then counted everyone’s votes. Everyone has one vote and can only cast one ballot. That is why votes are so important.

			This is the election process used by the United States to make sure that every citizen has a chance to take part in the government and help choose the people that will serve as their leaders.

			1.2 What are election campaigns?

			Election campaigns are how candidates and political parties prepare and present their ideas and positions on issues to the voters in the period preceding election day. Contestants use a variety of techniques to reach voters and deliver their messages, including through traditional and new media, public events, written materials, or other means. In some countries, public media and/or space are allocated to contestants for these purposes (considered indirect public campaign financing). The dates of an official election campaign period, usually a period of a month or several months leading up to election day, are often legally defined. In many countries, the legal window for campaigning will end a day or two before election day, providing a so-called “black-out period” immediately before voting begins. Parties and candidates will establish physical premises to carry out campaign activities and overall operations.

			[image: Frenzied push ahead of Tuesday's US elections]

			Figure 1.1 US election campaign

			[image: Cheering crowd greets President Trump during Tucson campaign stop |  Government & Politics | tucson.com]

			Figure 1.2 US election campaign 2020

			1.3 Why do election campaigns matter?

			Democratic elections require an informed as well as a free vote and a fair chance for contestants to win support and motivate supporters to help them gain office. Election campaigns are vital to achieving those goals. Elections that are genuinely competitive offer equitable opportunities for contestants to convey their positions to citizens and compete for votes. Election campaigns provide candidates and political parties with opportunities to present their message to citizens, helping voters make educated and informed decisions on election day. In order to help ensure an even playing field and an election that ultimately reflects the will of citizens, any public resources allocated to election contestants must be equitable. Decision-making processes about allocating those resources should be transparent, so contestants and the broader public can understand and trust the outcomes. With access to information about election campaigns, including the official campaign window and public resource allocations, parties and candidates can design their campaign activities and understand what they are entitled to from the state, if anything. Access to data about election campaigns allows contestants and civil society to explore whether candidates have equitable access to whatever public campaign resources are provided in a given context, including media and space for campaign events like rallies. Where public media is allocated to contestants, then parties, candidates, and citizens can consider whether the allocation process was credible and the resulting allocations equitable. Even in contexts where there is no allocation of public resources for campaigns, contestants and civil society can examine whether there was unfair or biased treatment in how contestants were allowed to conduct their operations. This might include whether party offices were permitted to operate or whether permits were distributed unbiasedly for rallies or other campaign events. Transparency in these areas boosts confidence in the election process on the part of contestants and voters. It may serve to shed light on any unfair practices or potential abuses of state power where they exist.

			Candidates, parties, individuals, and nonparty organizations spent more than $8 billion on federal election campaigns during the 2011–2012 cycle; with state and local campaigns costing an additional $2.8 billion, total recorded spending on the 2012 campaigns approached $11 billion (Federal Election Commission 2013, National Institute on Money in State Politics 2014). The countless hours donated by campaign volunteers and other extensive campaign activities not covered by reporting requirements also confirm that millions of ordinary Americans do not doubt that campaigns matter in addition to presumably astute political elites and their wealthy allies. They are right: Several generations of empirical research confirm that campaigns matter—at least some of the time. Unfortunately, the “minimal effects” thesis initially inspired much of this research has not survived it. The question is not whether campaigns matter but where, when, for what, and for whom they matter. In this essay, I review how these questions have been addressed and, to some extent, answered by political and other social scientists in recent years. My discussion is confined to election campaigns in the United States, necessarily leaving aside the extensive and vibrant body of research on elections elsewhere for lack of space and adequate familiarity with this literature.

			1.4 Purpose of a Campaign

			• Increasing overall election participation

			When candidates are actively campaigning, they make their members aware that the election is truly a contest in which they should participate. In addition, more information on the election, including candidate information and their platforms, can inspire members to cast their ballots.

			• Increasing awareness of the election

			Of course, your organization gets the word out to members about upcoming elections. Allowing engaged candidates to campaign amplifies that message and prompts members to get involved.

			• Capturing the energy of the candidates

			When members see messages about an upcoming election from the candidates themselves — the people most invested in it – it often gets their attention and gets them involved enough to vote.

			

			1.5 Campaign effect

			As essential components of democratic politics, election campaigns attract attention from scholars across the social sciences and journalists, memoirists, and historians. The data and methods employed to study political campaigns and their consequences are remarkably eclectic. Approaches include narrative case studies of particular campaigns, systematic analyses of sets of cases, analyses of observational data on campaign activities (including advertising, spending, field operations, and candidate appearances) and their aggregate effects, survey research (including single- and multiple-wave surveys, rolling cross-sectional surveys, and panel studies using diverse strategies for drawing and interrogating samples of citizens), laboratory and field experiments, and large-scale data mining of social media sources. As they become available, new data sources and techniques are quickly exploited and applied to the study of campaigns, which are venues for continuing innovation. As a result, the study of election campaigns and their effects is anything but static.

			Investigations of campaign effects have been as eclectic in their theoretical underpinnings as their research strategies. Campaigns aim to influence the behavior of individual citizens, persuading those who might do otherwise to show up at the polls and make the “right” choice. The study of campaign effects is thus the study of when, how, and why campaign messages influence or fail to affect individual behavior. Although many studies of campaign effects are necessarily agnostic about just how campaign activities ultimately register at the individual level (all studies based on aggregate data, for example), explicit or implicit notions of how the information provided by campaigns influences knowledge, perceptions, opinions, and behavior underlie all of them. These ideas have been drawn from economics, psychology (social, personality, and cognitive), communications, and political science. They are generally applied to predict and account for results rather than serving as the focus of hypothesis testing. However, research on campaigns has made some contributions to the development of these fields.

			Questions about where, when, how, for what, and for whom campaigns matter have thus been addressed with a wide variety of data and methods and from a diverse set of theoretical perspectives; the combinations and permutations have produced an extraordinarily rich and varied literature, far too large to evaluate comprehensively in this article. I focus on selecting studies that address the most important controversies, present the most compelling substantive findings, offer the most original insights, or employ the most innovative and promising methods.

			1.6 Legal Framework

			The legal framework provides the foundation on which State institutions are built. The legal framework is usually set out in several inter-related statutes for electoral integrity matters, supplemented with by-laws (sub-laws) or regulations.  A glimpse at the range of approaches for designing and constructing the legal framework for elections, including provisions for electoral integrity, was provided earlier in the Fairness and Impartiality subchapter in the Overview.

			The legal framework is one of the foundations for protecting the integrity of elections. Constitutions enshrine the political freedoms needed for competitive elections. Regulations ensure the fairness of the process, equality of opportunity, and accountability of all participants. Codes of conduct help prevent unethical behavior.

			In most cases, the groundwork of the electoral system is found in the constitution -- the supreme law of a country. (Electoral system, in the broad sense, is meant primarily the way citizens may seek elective office and by what method those offices are awarded as a result of elections.)  While a full description – such as the precise number of mandates available in the national Parliament –is contained in the constitution itself, the precise specifications are often addressed through legislation (sometimes high-level organic [constitutive] or constitutional legislation).  For example, in many countries, the constitution indicates a range for the number of seats in Parliament.

			In some countries, the basis for election administration proper – such as the appointment, structure, and functions of a national electoral commission – is also established under the constitution.  This strong basis raises the perceived rank of electoral administrators and helps to guarantee their independence and professional status.  However, the electoral administration structure can also be established effectively through other law(s).

			Just as there are two broad approaches (professionalism and impartiality vice political balance) in the membership of national electoral commissions, there are different approaches to making appointments to electoral administration.  In some systems, Parliament supervises electoral bodies and makes appointments to them (although both such roles could be seen as contrary to Separation of Power principles, in that the Legislative branch would be exercising certain Executive functions).  In other systems, checks-and-balances approaches are followed, whereby a body or bodies (which could include Parliament as well as non-governmental associations such as judicial or juridical councils) propose appointments, and Parliament and/or the Head of State makes the appointments or vice versa. 

			By introducing checks and balances into the appointment process, or more broadly, the notion that appointments must be based on a political consensus, the confidence in and credibility of an EMB can be strengthened.  An important political challenge in this context is the process of appointing the chair, particularly if she or he holds a tie-breaking vote in a commission.  This issue became a major sticking point in negotiations among the political parties, facilitated by the OSCE, EU Special Representative, and US Embassy in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia before the 2002 parliamentary elections that were the first such elections following a civil conflict.  (Ultimately, it was agreed that the President of the Republic would nominate a person for Chair of the State Election Commission, subject to approval by Parliament.)

			Other legislation includes electoral laws, judicial and penal codes, and civil rights statutes, as well as regulations and codes of conduct/ethics promulgated by electoral authorities, usually in consultation with the affected organizations (such as political parties, civil society, the media, and the civil service), is also included in the legal framework.

			The legal framework may give powers to certain bodies over specific functions. It may also constrain these powers by dividing them between different institutions subject to a series of checks and balances. For example, electoral administration may be separated from enforcement; or an electoral agency may be given the power to administer elections, but another body authorized to delineate the electoral districts or administer public funds for political parties. Checks may be provided by delegating responsibility to an oversight agency or office (e.g., an inspector general) to monitor the administration of elections, identify problems and recommend solutions.  In several countries (including Austria, Croatia, Germany, and Romania), the Constitutional Court exercises supervisory as well as appellate jurisdiction over the electoral process.

			Enforcement is essential for protecting election integrity. Accordingly, the legal framework should establish mechanisms for enforcing electoral regulations, ensuring accountability of electoral authorities and other participants in the electoral process, and deterring improper or illegal behavior. Enforcement jurisdiction is usually assigned to the justice system, the police, and the courts, but administrative and civil sanctions can also be provided for in less serious cases.

			In newer democracies, the rules for holding free and fair elections may still evolve. In such circumstances, it may be important to include the basic principles of electoral administration in the legal framework. Once the basic legal framework is in place, further development of the institutional and administrative frameworks for elections can proceed.  In countries transitioning from authoritarianism to democracy, “the challenge is to negotiate electoral rules that all parties can accept and respect.”

			A reform of the legal framework for other purposes can be used to bring greater integrity into the electoral process. This was the case in Mexico, where legal reform led to democratic changes. A new institutional framework, including the Federal Electoral Tribunal, and new modes of citizen participation were created. The new institutions then established procedures and operating methods that reinforced the electoral integrity provisions in the new legislation.

			In most countries, the legal framework for elections has evolved into a complex combination of statutes, regulations, judicial rulings, and actual practice. Some election laws may be new and up-to-date, while others remain unamended but still in effect. Integrity needs to review the entire legal framework periodically and determine whether changes are needed.  In addition, it is important to address gaps, overlaps, and conflicts among various provisions in the legal framework.  Whether designing a new system or revising an existing one, electoral administrators and policymakers need to take a comprehensive look at the different laws, regulations, and procedures that help protect election integrity.

			1.7 Constitution

			A constitution is the supreme law of any country. It provides the legal framework for the government, designates the powers and duties of the branches of government or governmental agencies, and establishes the relationship between the people and the government. It enunciates citizens’ basic rights and obligations and usually establishes the basis for the country’s electoral system. The integrity of elections can be strengthened by entrenching the principle of universal suffrage in the constitution, setting the frequency of elections, and specifying the basic eligibility criteria for major elective offices and citizens to register to vote. In addition, a constitution generally guarantees the basic political freedoms needed for competitive elections, such as freedom of speech, association, assembly, movement, and expression (including the press).

			The drafters of the constitution need to consider the capacity and conditions of the country. For example, an overly short interval between elections might be burdensome for less developed countries. The constitution normally determines the overall system for electing candidates to national offices. In the case of parliamentary elections, a basic decision is whether to adopt a proportional or a majoritarian system – viz., whether to elect candidates from lists submitted by political parties, with the winners to be determined by their party’s relative proportion of the vote; or of individual candidates who contest elections in geographical districts. 

			The executive branch, which includes the President and the agencies he controls;

			The legislative branch consists of the two houses of congress, which are the House of Representatives and the Senate; and

			The judicial branch includes the Supreme Court and all the nation’s federal and state courts.

			A constitution may also authorize various institutions to undertake specific electoral or related functions. For example, it may establish an independent commission to administer elections or assign specific electoral functions to stand government bodies.  It may also assign adjudicatory power over electoral disputes to the regular judicial system or a special court (such as a constitutional court or special electoral tribunal).
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			Figure 1.3 Constitution

			

			1.8 Legislative
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			Figure 1.4 Role of legislative

			Laws are enacted by the Legislative branch of government, implemented by the Executive branch, and enforced by Executive branch agencies and the Judicial branch. Electoral integrity may be supported through a web of inter-related laws.  These can include a specific election statute defining and containing provisions for enforcement of specific electoral violations and other legislation to enforce electoral laws and regulations. There may also be applicable provisions in criminal codes and civil laws concerning personal injury and violation of rights.

			The right to an effective remedy for persons whose civil and political rights are infringed is well-established in international law.  As noted previously, those injured by electoral abuses are within the scope of this protection since the right to electoral participation is enshrined in ICCPR Article 25.  In addition, an authoritative interpretation of the rights of persons whose civil and political rights are violated indicates that the state has an affirmative obligation to prevent violations and has responsibility for violations not only by its own officials but also by third parties if proper preventive measures are not taken. That failure to undertake corrective action to restore a right once violated may constitute a second violation of that right.  In addition, States are expected to take all sorts of institutional measures to prevent and defend against rights violations by officials or others; claimants may seek reparations from the state and other remedies (such as declarative and restorative relief).

			The Legislative branch of government is usually responsible for legally establishing all official institutions and enacting the laws required to implement the country’s constitution.   For electoral integrity, laws implement the principles of free, fair, and competitive elections and provide the basis for upholding these principles and ensuring compliance. Such laws should be updated regularly to keep pace with political and technological changes.

			

			In New Zealand, Parliament’s Electoral Law Committee provides legislative responsiveness on electoral issues. Each new Parliament appoints a committee. After each general election, the committee examines administrative and legal aspects of the election. It reviews reports from the Chief Electoral Officer, the Ministry of Justice, the Electoral Enrolment Centre, and public comments. It then makes recommendations to Parliament, including proposing revisions to standing electoral law.
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			Figure1.5 Legislative

			1.8.1 Electoral Law

			In place of a set of statutes, many countries have enacted a comprehensive national election code, which covers most aspects of the electoral process. Adopting a single, comprehensive election code helps minimize the risk of conflicts arising among different pieces of legislation, especially as the various laws are amended over time.

			Among the major elements generally addressed through a comprehensive electoral code are appointment, composition, and mandates of the electoral management bodies; the calendar for elections; voter eligibility and registration; candidate and political party registration; procedures for voting and vote counting; oversight and enforcement mechanisms; and penalties for violations of the law. The main legislation also generally sets forth procedures and mechanisms for dealing with complaints and disputes regarding the electoral process, except that aspects of the complaint and appeals process may also be regulated through administrative, civil, judicial, and criminal legislation.

			

			1.8.2 Applicable Penal Laws

			Election integrity issues that involve fraud, corruption, intimidation, or violence usually also fall under the criminal laws (or codes). The criminal code generally applies to actions that go beyond election-specific problems and go to law and order issues or fraud and corruption in general. Some criminal codes also contain laws that deal directly with electoral fraud and corruption; examples are provisions regulating campaign financing, barring efforts to bribe voters, or interfering with individuals’ human and civil rights (including the right to vote).

			It is important to ensure that different codes (or laws) have compatible provisions dealing with electoral law violations. As a result, criminal offenses do not go unpunished because of conflicts or omissions. This need was recognized in the recent electoral reforms in Mexico: A special prosecutor’s office was created with a responsibility to apply the country’s penal codes to criminal acts related to elections.

			1.8.3 Civil Rights Laws

			Some countries have adopted civil rights laws to prevent discrimination among persons in exercising their civil and political rights and to protect voter rights in particular. Supplementing other provisions that safeguard human rights, these laws target specific areas of discrimination or arbitrary or unequal treatment of minorities or other groups by government or private individuals.

			For example, in the United States, Congress passed a series of civil rights acts in the 1960s to eliminate racial discrimination. The legislation outlawed arbitrary discrimination in voter registration and created a commission to investigate civil rights issues. In addition, congress passed the Voting Rights Act, which banned various procedures used to prevent electors belonging to minority groups from exercising their right to vote or otherwise infringing on their equality of voting. Even today, the US Department of Justice retains jurisdiction to review changes in electoral systems enacted by states which had a history of discrimination in voting, although several of the states still subject to this provision are seeking to overturn it.

			1.9 Election Rules 

			It is important first to determine the type of election in which you will be running and what will be the rules of the election. Much of the basic strategy depends on this information. Is this a legislative office you are seeking or an executive office? Do you need a majority of the votes to win or a plurality? Will there be a runoff election? In Malaysia, the answer is straightforward; it is the first-past-the-post system, but you will still need to determine your strategy based on the number of candidates and their relative expected strength. You should definitely research the laws, and if they are complicated, you may want to ask your political party or a lawyer to draft a memo outlining the most important points. Missing a deadline or violating some part of the law could end your campaign before it has even begun.

			

			1.10 Question bank

				1.	What are elections?

				2.	Why are elections necessary?

				3.	What is the election campaign?

				4.	Why do campaigning matter in an election?

				5.	What is the main purpose of the the campaign?

				6.	What are the the effects of campaigning?

				7.	What do you mean by legal framework?

				8.	Explain briefly about the legal framework

				9.	What is a constitution?

				10.	What do you understand by legislative?

				11.	Explain briefly about electoral laws

				12.	What do you mean by applicable penal laws?

				13.	What are civil rights laws?

				14.	What is the election rules?
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