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      You’ve probably heard the term “Usenet” floating around various tech forums of one flavor or another. Some liken the technology as being similar to P2P, while others state that it is nothing like P2P. In truth, it has a little bit of both systems in that

      1.) you can find almost any kind of file therein, such as mp3s, games, movies and the like and

      2.) you have the ability to upload and download anything you like. Pretty neat.

      Since its inception in 1979 by two Duke graduate students, Usenet has leapt beyond all expectations in regards to not only data retention, but enhancing freedom of speech. Whereas users were once inundated with extra charges per month for downloading a handful of data, they now have the ability to download terabytes per month, and pay ridiculously small sums to do so. This has all been done with the help of not only thousands of server farms across the world, but also by legions of longtime Usenet users who upload (and leech) every kind of data file in existence. Thus, the true ingredients for the worldwide success of Usenet hasn’t been so much because of Usenet providers themselves, but by end-user subscribers who faithfully upload the latest movie, game and music releases every month to the over 100,000 available newsgroups on Usenet.

      What typically happens when the average Joe off the street wants to subscribe to Usenet? He usually ends up test driving a free trial by one of the dozens of Usenet providers for a period of two weeks, and then like any P2P user, they are hooked for life. Or at least, the life of the subscription.

      And that subscription will likely last a long time.

      Why?

      The answer lies in the perceived value of the goods he acquires through said Usenet subscription.

      As mentioned, the worth of the goods acquired far outweighs the monthly fee of the Usenet provider. There are over 100,000 newsgroups, with the large majority of them being TEXT groups rather than BINARY groups (i.e. where the real meat of Usenet is stored). The dirty little secret among long-time Usenet users is this: Usenet would not be one-tenth as popular as it is if it weren’t for the bulk of groups like alt.binaries.boneless, alt.binaries.hdtv and alt.binaries.complete_cd.

      One could make the argument that text discussions certainly have their place that benefits society in some manner, however the bottom line is that file sharing (again, mp3s, movies and games) make up the bulk of not only Usenet, but is the reason Usenet companies have been able to grow their businesses at exponential rates.
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