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Dedication

To the child spirit in all of us, where we find a world of magic and possibilities in a jar of fireflies






A Personal Note to Kids from Temple Grandin

As a child of the 1950s, manners were taught to all children. The social rules around manners were the same at my house as they were at my friends’ houses. When I went to other homes to play with my friends, the other mothers corrected all the children. Teaching children good manners was considered important, and everyone pitched in.

The structured ways that manners were taught in the 1950s and the general expectation that all kids would learn manners helped many children who were socially awkward to adapt. I can think of several college friends and teachers who were probably Asperger’s with no speech delay. Having good manners helped them keep and hold jobs. Their manners made socializing easier. People would overlook some of their quirkiness because they functioned within the social rules of the time.

Be true to yourself. You are different, but not less. It is acceptable to be eccentric. Eccentric and unique is fine, but being rude, unkind, or not knowing how to interact with others at the basic level of “please,” “thank you,” or “excuse me” is never acceptable. Manners help people exist together and get along with each other. They will open doors that will give you a chance to express yourself, be yourself, and achieve your goals and dreams. I know from experience that this is possible. Just keep learning and trying!

—   Temple Grandin

Professor of Animal Science

Colorado State University
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