
		
			[image: ]
		
	
		

		
			
				[image: ]
			
		

		

		
			Global Disaster Response Guide

		

		

		
			International Disaster Management

			Ajit Dubashi

		

		
			
				[image: ]
			
		

		

		
			Global Disaster Response Guide

			Ajit Dubashi

			ISBN - 9789361523212

			COPYRIGHT © 2025 by Educohack Press. All rights reserved.

			This work is protected by copyright, and all rights are reserved by the Publisher. This includes, but is not limited to, the rights to translate, reprint, reproduce, broadcast, electronically store or retrieve, and adapt the work using any methodology, whether currently known or developed in the future.

			The use of general descriptive names, registered names, trademarks, service marks, or similar designations in this publication does not imply that such terms are exempt from applicable protective laws and regulations or that they are available for unrestricted use.

			The Publisher, authors, and editors have taken great care to ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information presented in this publication at the time of its release. However, no explicit or implied guarantees are provided regarding the accuracy, completeness, or suitability of the content for any particular purpose.

			If you identify any errors or omissions, please notify us promptly at “educohackpress@gmail.com” &  “sales@educohackpress.com” We deeply value your feedback and will take appropriate corrective actions.

			The Publisher remains neutral concerning jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

			Published by Educohack Press, House No. 537, Delhi- 110042, INDIA

			Email: educohackpress@gmail.com  & sales@educohackpress.com

			Cover design by Team EDUCOHACK

		

		

		
			Preface

			Disasters, be it human-made or natural is dreaded and need to be dealt with sensitivity yet with extreme prudence. In my journey, I faced stances of various disaster management situation, and through this book, I would like to share my experience in this field. What I learned from my experience regarding disaster management is that one needs to deal with the situation with extreme care, compassion, and prudence. 

			This was the base matter of this book and my aspiration to pen down a subject not much written about or even thought about, in a kind of handbook-style. Seeing situations and the methods or policies used to deal with them and the whole system that suffers a backlog because of lack of awareness or foresightedness or resources of the people and material involved, towards the matter which needed great attention and planning always saddened me. The idea was to bring to the forefront, a different approach towards disaster management, UN International Strategy for disaster reduction, hazards analysis, risk and vulnerability, mitigation, preparedness, response, recovery, multilateral organizations, International Financial Institutions and special considerations on the event of a disaster and its management.

			I had various trips to the land of distress where the disaster had affected life and property without any mercy or consideration towards humanity. The purpose is to showcase in an easy-going style, which can be understood even by a layman, the intricacies of disaster management and the recovery programs. Disasters are negative, but the recovery plan is full of positivity and shows how a positive thought can combat and receive any situation for the better and well being of all. It focuses on how not panicking helps in changing the situation

			The book has been segregated into a kind of chapter format with different titles. This would help go to a particular segment directly by looking at the index for reference. The entire book is also written in a friendly pattern with a broad view of the whole panorama. The book shows an insight into how disaster management works and contributes towards the society and its future. Though disaster brings standstill in life but fighting the situation of distress is dealt with great positivity in this book. 
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			Introduction 

			Disaster management introduction

			A serious disruption that affects the functioning of the community or a society occurs in a relatively short period. It causes widespread mental, human, material, and economic, or environmental loss that exceeds the ability of the society to cope or the ability of the affected community using its resources. This is known as a disaster. Disasters are viewed as the inappropriate consequence of the managed risk. Due to the combination of both vulnerability and the hazards, these risks are produced. In the case of uninhabited regions, hazards strikes in the areas with low vulnerability do not become disasters. The greatest sufferer during a disaster is the developing countries.

			Generally, all the disasters are manmade, which is also known as human-made. As the actions of humans can prevent hazards before the disaster is made. A major adverse event that results from the natural processes of the Earth like the hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, volcanic eruptions, earthquakes, tsunamis, and other geologic processes are the natural disaster. A great loss of properties happens during the natural disaster. It generally results in liver damage and lots of losses. Usually, they leave major economic damages also. The adverse effects do not rise to the disaster level, even if it occurs in the area without the vulnerable population. Some disasters cause eternal or everlasting damages that cannot be remedied in any situation. 

			Chapter 1 The Management of Disasters

			The organization and management of responsibilities and resources that deal with the humanitarian aspects of emergencies like a response, preparedness, and recovery to lessen the disaster impact are Disaster Management. Those living in the local community usually are the first people to respond to a disaster. They start the rescue and relief operations. The capacity of the community or the country to recover and respond from the catastrophe is overwhelmed sometimes, and hence the international federation uses its regional and international networks, resources, and assets to bring assistance to the communities assisting them. At a worldwide level, the international federation advocates with the government, humanitarian donors, and international organizations for better practice and accountability in disaster management.

			Chapter 2 Everything about the Hazards

			Natural hazards and natural disasters are a threat that occurs naturally, which harms humans and other lives. The negative effect is known as a natural disaster. Natural hazards are the result of naturally occurring processes that have operated in the world. The majority of the hazardous process is also known as a geologic process. They affect humans and other living beings, life, and even property. When human lives and properties are destroyed, it means that hazards have occurred. The possible natural hazards are earthquakes, floods, volcanic eruptions, droughts, tsunami, hurricanes, landslides, tornadoes, subsidence, and asteroid impacts. These processes have been operating throughout history. Due to the negative, they cause to the human beings they are called as hazardous.   

			Chapter 3 Risk and Vulnerability

			Vulnerability is the characteristics that are determined by the social, physical, environmental factors, and economic processes that increase the susceptibility of an individual. The community assets or systems on the impact of the hazards.

			Disaster risk is the loss of life, injury, or destruction, and damage from the disaster in a given period. The disaster risk is widely recognized as the consequence of the interaction between the hazard and the characteristics which make people and placed vulnerable and exposed. Risk is the combination of hazard, exposure, and vulnerability. Hence disaster risk is considered as the combination of the severity and the frequency of the hazard, the number of people and the assets exposed to the hazard, and their vulnerability to damage.

			Chapter 4 All about Mitigation

			Mitigation actions are taken to prevent or reduce the risk to life, property, social, and economic activities. The natural resources are to be saved from natural hazards. This is an effort to reduce the loss of life and property by lessening the disaster impacts. As disasters can happen at any time and any place, we should plan to avoid the consequences. The human and financial consequences are hard to predict during natural disasters. The number of disasters keeps on increasing every year.

			Chapter 5 All about Preparedness 

			Time of the year should be designated to be prepared, and plans should be often updated. The living documents must be maintained, reviewed often, and adapted. This should be done, especially as the seasons’ changes or additional threats come in a year. As far as the utility backup, the plan information should be included. The general backups are utility backup, mutual aid, disaster recovery services, data backup, internal and external communication procedures, back up facilities, and business income production is suspended.

			

			Disaster preparedness is the measure taken to prepare for and reduce the effects of disasters. The measure taken where possible prevent the disaster from mitigates their impact on vulnerable populations, and also respond to and effectively cope with the consequences is Preparedness. Disaster preparedness provides a platform to design realistic, effective, and coordinated planning. This reduces the increase in the overall effectiveness duplication of efforts and National societies, households, and the community members’ disaster preparedness and the response efforts. Disaster preparedness is a continuous and integrated process that results from a wide range of risk reduction activities and the resources instead of distinct sectoral activity by itself. 

			Chapter 6 All about Response

			Recovery and response for the disaster begin immediately after the emergency response activity is still in progress. The disaster recovery process focuses on restoring, revitalizing, and redeveloping communities impacted by the disaster. In the disaster management cycle, Disaster response is the second phase of the. This consists of many elements like a warning, assessing the damage, evacuating the location, search and the rescue, providing immediate assistance, continuing assistance, and the immediate restoration or construction of infrastructure. The main goal of the emergency response is to provide immediate assistance to maintain life, improve health, and support the morale of the affected population. Temporary shelter, and food, to establish a semi-permanent settlement in the camps and other locations. It also provides initial repairs to damage or diversion to the infrastructure.

			The main focus is to put the people in safe, prevent the need disasters, and to meet the basic needs of the people until more permanent and sustainable solutions are found. The main responsibility to address these needs and respond to the disaster lies with the government territory; the disaster has occurred.

			Chapter 7 Overview of Recovery in Disaster Management

			The natural disaster recovery process is recovering data and resuming business operations after a natural disaster. Natural disasters are generally hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, storms, and tsunami. The impact of the data center and also causes the data to lose. The natural data recovery process needs planning, as the natural disaster scenarios can involve unpredictable circumstances, unlike manmade disasters caused by humans. They can be both accidental and intentional. 

			Natural hazards like hurricanes and floods vary in severity, and while preparing for the recovery, it is good to prepare for the worst. If the location is prone to natural disasters, then planning is very important. Like in a hurricane zone, the date can be backed up to a location outside of that area. When the primary data hits, the center data backups are not only protected but also used for a swift recovery. 

			Chapter 8 Participants – Governmental Disaster Management Agencies

			The Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) along with the Inter-Agency Standing Committee (IASC) is the arm of the United Nations. It is responsible for bringing together national and international humanitarian providers to ensure a coherent response to emergencies.

			Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs also ensures that a framework is in place within which each provider can contribute to the overall response effort. It also helps people in need, promotes preparedness and prevention, and facilitates sustainable solutions.

			Early warning of impending food crises and assesses global food supply problems is provided by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the UN (FAO).

			The International Organization for Migration (IOM) is an intergovernmental agency. This helps transfer refugees, internally displaced persons, and others in need of internal or international migration services.

			The Office of United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) provides assistance and advice to governments and other actors on human rights issues, sets standards, and monitors rights violations.

			The United Nations Development Program (UNDP). This helps disaster-prone countries in prevention and preparedness measures, contingency planning, and disaster mitigation.

			The United Nations High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) provides assistance and protection for refugees, stateless persons, and internally displaced persons, particularly in conflict-related emergencies.

			The United Nations Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) works to uphold children’s rights, survival, development, and protection by intervening in health, education, water, sanitation, hygiene, and protection.

			The World Food Program (WFP). It is the principal supplier of relief food aid.

			The World Health Organization (WHO). This provides global public health leadership by setting monitoring health trends, standards, and providing direction on emergency health issues. World Health Organization’s role is to reduce avoidable loss of life and the burden of disease and disability.

			Chapter 9 Participants – Non-Governmental Organizations, Including the Private Sector and Academia

			The private sector is handled by growth and revenue. UNDP maintains the view of civil society organizations (CSOs) as the equals of NGOs. The UNDP Global Report “Reducing Disaster Risk: A Challenge for Development” views governance as “the exercise of economic, political, and administrative authority to manage a country’s affairs at all levels. 

			Chapter 10 Participants – Multilateral Organizations and International Financial Institutions

			I am an important contributor to UNDP’s project-specific funding. All the regions work with the UNDP is working with the government and the IFI’s. This is to leverage the development expertise and resources by collaborating on analysis assessments, and planning, pipeline development, and the project implementation towards shared outcomes to enhance the support of the national government and local communities and improve the sustainability of development efforts.

			Chapter 11 Special Considerations

			There are several considerations for the management of disasters. Each of these considerations is in one or the other way affecting the disasters. So, by managing these factors, we are going to survive the disaster. In this way, one can significantly improve the condition which life and property are facing for an extended period due to various calamities over them. Even nations would be able to have sustainable development for a longer period due to the proper management of resources and factors influencing disaster management.
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			Chapter 

			1	The Management of Disasters

			1.1	Introduction

			We live in a world where facing disasters has become quite common. They can occur due to several factors affecting the environment, the current situation when the disaster took place, and the surrounding climate. All these factors can likely influence a disaster occurring at a particular location. One can have a proper study of the different factors influencing disaster to nullify their effects over a wider scale.

			Disasters can be defined as the activity which involves the condition of emergencies for the life of humans and also effects on existing properties. Special divisions are setups which are dealing with the management of these kinds of serious emergencies. They provide a detailed glimpse of the likely disaster which is going to take place shortly. Even they are actively working on providing relief to the place where such kind of event has taken place. So, they are working on reducing the overall impact of disaster over a particular location.
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			Fig. 1.1 Management of Disasters

			Many different kinds of disasters can likely affect humans. They could be classified as Natural or Man-Made Disasters. Commonly encountered disasters would include floods, hurricanes, fires, the rapid spread of some deadly diseases, and more. All these activities can likely result in the loss of a large amount of life and property over a wider scale. So, one needs to have a proper structure by which they can manage these kinds of activities.

			With the recent study, it has been found that one needs to focus on mitigation to have a better development of a particular region. This would help in reducing the cost, which is involved in providing relief and rehabilitation. Even a huge amount of time is spent in recovering back the loss which is incurred at a particular location due to the action of disaster. So, it would be better to analyze the likely effect of a particular disaster and focus on mitigating them. One can easily perform that by having a proper forecast about the disaster, which might take place at one specific location.

			To have a proper focus on mitigating the effects of the disaster, many governments are also actively participating in this activity around the world. It is resulting in the reduced effect of different disasters that are taking place, and even people can remain aware of the likely disaster through the forecast. An organization is also developed in respective countries that are involved with framing policies and working out ways by which they can reduce the effect of different disasters.

			There is certain kind of emergencies which are caused by the combination of natural and man-made influences. It will result in a kind of situation which is difficult for the people to cope with the use of resources which is available to them. Some of those kinds of emergencies would include Food Insecurity, Epidemics, Armed Conflicts, Displaced Populations, and many more. These emergencies are classified based on a high amount of violence, damage to societies and securities, an increase in likely security risks, and more.

			Pandemic Emergencies are also gaining momentum in recent times. This has gained limelight due to the advancement in the field of medical science, which has also resulted in the development of advanced viruses. Many of these viruses are infectious and even can lead to life-threatening diseases. So, in case of the spread of this disease, it can likely spread at a faster rate and can cause a state of emergency at a particular location. A large number of such diseases are identified, which are responsible for creating such kind of emergency. Some of those viruses include Ebola, Zika, Avian Flu, Cholera, Dengue Fever, Malaria, and more.

			For fighting against these deadly viruses, vaccines are available for many of those diseases. It will help in safeguarding our body from the infection of such viruses. These vaccines are provided at an early age to ensure their long term effect in the body by the generation of suitable resistance by the body against these viruses. This will prove to be useful when there is an actual infection by the virus over the body.

			Several nations develop a complete cyclic process for fighting against disasters. It will help in remaining prepared for any kind of unexpected event and reducing their likely impact on the existing populations. This cycle would involve three steps to be followed, which include Mitigation, Preparedness, Response, and Recovery. Due to this, people of those areas will face the minimal impact of the disaster which has occurred over their location.
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