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  Prologue


  
 


    Homer and Hesiod, who encapsulated human desires and ideals, as well as human limitations and imagination, highlight humanity through their mythological elements. 

Unlike Bulfinch, who viewed myths as tools for Enlightenment teachings, Homer and Hesiod prioritize human values such as honor, courage, and labor. 

For them, the Greek human is a curious being, questioning everything and exploring to understand, embodying a fantastical race. 

They challenge the authority of the gods by integrating the humanities, social sciences, and natural sciences into a systematic conception of knowledge. 

Stripping away the myths shrouded in clouds, they reveal the clarity of all concepts under the bright Mediterranean sunlight. 

Dutch historian Johan Huizinga also illuminated the dark ages with his work "The Autumn of the Middle Ages" (1919), encouraging a deeper perspective on life through the living humanities. 

Through humanistic thought grounded in history, we come to understand and engage with the world. 

By probing into humanistic questions and answers, we uncover symbols of play embedded in the twilight and moonlight, filling life with fantasy. 

The quality of fantasy is determined by the accumulated knowledge and intellectual capacity of individuals. 

When the journey of fantasy is beneficial and enjoyable, it transforms into genuine play, yielding riches for oneself and others. 








 

  I dedicate this book to Margarete, who is like Beatrice. 




  On October 29, 2024, in Woohakjae by Nomadsirius.








 Author 'NomadSirius' Introduction. 




    'Sirius' is the brightest star in the night sky.  

Its name is derived from the Greek word "Seirios," meaning 'glowing' or 'scorching.'  

Imagining Sirius rising just before sunrise, I embark on the classic and humanities-inspired 'Nomad' journey.  

With the aim of introducing the essence of Oriental culture to the West, I am planning to publish a series of 333 eBooks, an English Oriental Humanities Glossary, and an aesthetically pleasing English Fantasy novel.  






    A series of 333 eBooks. 


1. 노자의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2022). 


2. We permeate into The Tao Te Ching(In English, 2022). 


3. 화이트헤드의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2022).  


4. We permeate into The Function of Reason(In English, 2022). 


5. 장자의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2022).  


6. We permeate into The Zhuangzi(In English, 2022). 


7. 칼 구스타프 융의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2022).   


8. We permeate into Psychology of the Unconscious(In English, 2022). 


9. 붓다의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2022).  


10. We permeate into The Diamond Sutra(In English, 2022). 


11. 니체의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2022).   


12. We permeate into On The Genealogy of Morality(In English, 2022). 


13. 예수의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2023). 


14. We delve into Romans(In English, 2023). 


15. 인문잡학으로 소통하다 1(In Korean, 2023). 


16. East communicates with West 1(In English, 2023). 


17. 화이트헤드의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2023 개정판). 


18. We delve into The Function of Reason(In English, 2023 Revision). 


19. 노자의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2023 개정판). 


20. We delve into The Tao Te Ching(In English, 2023 Revision). 


21. 칼 구스타프 융의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다.(In Korean, 2023 개정판). 


22. We delve into Psychology of the Unconscious(In English, 2023 Revision). 


23. 장자의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2023 개정판).  


24. We delve into The Zhuangzi(In English, 2023 Revision). 


25. 니체의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2023 개정판).   


26. We delve into On The Genealogy of Morality(In English, 2023 Revision). 


27. 붓다의 언어로 세상을 성찰하다(In Korean, 2023 개정판).  


28. We delve into The Diamond Sutra(In English, 2023 Revision). 


29. 퇴계退溪, 겸재謙齋, 추사秋史(In Korean, 2023).      


30. Toegye, Gyeomjae, Chusa(In English, 2023).  


31. 영화이야기로 세상의 한 축 미국을 읽다(In Korean, 2023).      


32. View America as an axis of the world through movie stories(In English, 2023).   


33. 인문잡학으로 소통하다 2(In Korean, 2023).       


34. East communicates with West 2(In English, 2023).   


35. 인문학여행으로 세상을 노닐다(In Korean, 2023).        


36. Explore the world through humanities travel(In English, 2023).    


37. 영화이야기로 세상의 한 축 중국을 읽다(In Korean, 2023).      


38. View China as an axis of the world through movie stories(In English, 2023).    


39. MBTI와 음양오행으로 클래식에 몰입하다(In Korean, 2024).     


40. Immerse yourself in Classical Music with MBTI and the Yin-Yang Five Elements(In English, 2024).  


41. 야구와 축구의 숲을 삼국지의 책사와 거닐다(In Korean, 2024).     


42. Wander through the forests of baseball and soccer with strategists from the Three Kingdoms(In English, 2024).  


43. 천문, 풍수, 지리로 세상을 보다(In Korean, 2024).     


44. The world is viewed through Astronomy, Feng Shui, and Geography(In English, 2024).  


45. 돈과 대화하다(In Korean, 2024).     


46. Understand the Abstractness and Concreteness of Money(In English, 2024).  


47. 환타지 소설에 빠지다(In Korean, 2024).     


48. Fall in love with Fantasy novels(In English, 2024).  


49. 부의 경제코드를 읽다(In Korean, 2024).     


50. Read the Economic Code of Wealth(In English, 2024).  


51. 영화이야기로 영국, 일본, 프랑스를 읽다(In Korean, 2024).     


52. View England, Japan, and France through their movie stories(In English, 2024).  


53. 부의 로드맵에 다가서다(In Korean, 2024).   


54. Approach the Roadmap to Wealth(In English, 2024).  


55. 인문잡학의 힘(In Korean, 2024).   


56. The power of humanities trivia(In English, 2024).  







  E-mail. liberaliskr@gmail.com
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  1. The reason the Western Jin Dynasty (265–316) of Emperor Sima Yan disappeared from history after only 50 years.
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    The Jin Dynasty is called the Western Jin (265–316) because its capital, Luoyang, was located northwest of the Eastern Jin capital, Nanjing. 

After reuniting China by conquering both Shu and later Wu, Emperor Wu of Jin, Sima Yan, felt the empire was at peace and disbanded the military forces stationed in local commanderies. 

However, lacking control over the powerful local aristocratic families, he divided his realm extensively among royal family members, strengthening the influence of various princes. 

After Emperor Wu’s death, his successor Emperor Hui (290–306) ascended to the throne. 

A fierce power struggle erupted between the Empress Jia Nanfeng and the regent Yang Jun, drawing eight princes with their military forces into what became the War of the Eight Princes (291–306). 

The decreased currency supply and ensuing famine led to the emergence of self-sustaining manorial estates, and the population drastically declined. 

The rise of the manorial economy, which centered on large-scale farming estates, further weakened the agricultural foundations of the empire. 

As a result, the population, which had reached around 60 million during the early Three Kingdoms period, plummeted to approximately 16 million. 

Over 16 years of internal conflict left northern China devastated, and the foundation of Western Jin's rule rapidly crumbled. 









   The Wu Hu (Five Barbarians) from the northwest, who had settled in the interior regions of China, began to reveal territorial ambitions amid the internal conflicts of the Western Jin. 

The Xiongnu, a branch of the Xiongnu called the Jie (羯), the Turkic Xianbei, the Tibetan-related Di, and the Qiang repeatedly rose and fell in power, initiating the politically chaotic period of the Sixteen Kingdoms of the Five Barbarians (304–439). 

When Liu Yuan of the Xiongnu united his tribes to establish the Former Zhao (304–329), his successor Liu Cong wielded strong military power to lay waste to the entire region of northern China. 











    In 311 AD, Liu Cong ordered Shi Le and Liu Yao to attack Luoyang, capturing Emperor Huai of Jin and eventually killing him in what is known as the Disaster of Yongjia. 

Yongjia was the era name of Emperor Huai of Jin, Sima Chi (307–311), the third emperor of the Western Jin. 

His successor, Emperor Min (312–316), was also captured and taken to the Former Zhao capital by Liu Yao in 316, where he was ultimately executed.  










   Prince Sima Rui of Langya avoided the devastation of the war as his fiefdom was located to the east, far from Luoyang. 

Langya is a place name belonging to Xu Province, one of the 14 provinces established during Emperor Wu’s reign in the Former Han dynasty. 

When the Western Jin disappeared from history after only 50 years, Sima Rui, as Emperor Yuan (317–322), founded the Eastern Jin (317–420) in the southern region of the Yangtze with the support of the aristocrat Wang Dao.
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  2. The Reasons for the Fall of the Sui Dynasty. 
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    Emperor Wen of Sui (581–604), Yang Jian, who unified a divided China after 370 years, consolidated military power under central control, curbed the power of the aristocracy, and restructured local administration from a three-tier to a two-tier system. 

Initially, for the first six years, he implemented the Nine Ranks System, which had become ineffective since the Northern Zhou period, but as the need arose with territorial expansion, he adopted an examination system that laid the foundation for a centralized bureaucratic state. 

This system, a precursor to the imperial examination system, had a significant impact on China’s national administration for over 1,300 years until the late Qing dynasty. 

In 598 AD, after King Yeongyang of Goguryeo (590–618) launched a preemptive strike in the Liaoxi region, Emperor Wen dispatched an expeditionary force of 300,000 troops to Liaodong. 

After learning of their total defeat, Emperor Wen turned his focus inward to maintain domestic stability, deposing his eldest son, Yang Yong, in favor of his second son, Yang Guang, as crown prince. 

In 604 AD, amid further political missteps and intending to restore Yang Yong as crown prince over charges of misconduct, Emperor Wen was assassinated by his son, Yang Guang. 









   Upon ascending the throne, Emperor Yang of Sui (604–618), Yang Guang, began construction on new sections of the Great Wall and initiated the Grand Canal project, a massive undertaking connecting Beijing to Hangzhou that required over a million laborers each month. 

Instead of the capital, Chang’an, he built an eastern capital in Luoyang and constructed secondary palaces across various regions, mobilizing over two million people. 

In this period of unprecedented tyranny, Goguryeo allied with the Turks and the Mohe tribes, prompting Emperor Yang to launch a military campaign against Goguryeo. 

In 612, he led an enormous expedition of approximately 3 million, including 1,138,800 soldiers, but became entangled at the fortified walls of Liaodong Fortress. 

When General Lai Hu’er’s naval force of 100,000 failed to capture Pyongyang, and the 300,000-strong auxiliary army led by Yuwen Shu and Yu Zhongwen was annihilated at the Salsu River, he retreated. 

The following year, he attacked Liaodong Fortress again with a separate force of 350,000 troops but withdrew when Yang Xuangan, son of the late Yang Su, whom Emperor Yang had viewed with jealousy and mistrust, rebelled in Luoyang with 100,000 soldiers. 

During his fourth campaign, the growing number of deserters forced another retreat. 

As internal unrest intensified, Li Yuan, Governor of Taiyuan, deposed Emperor Yang and installed Yang You as Emperor Gong (617–618). 

In 618, Emperor Yang was assassinated at Jiangdu Palace by Yuwen Huaji, and Li Yuan accepted Yang You’s abdication, establishing himself as Emperor Gaozu (618–626) of the Tang Dynasty. 

Ironically, Emperor Gaozu of Tang, Li Yuan, and Emperor Wen of Sui, Yang Jian, were distant cousins from the Xianbei aristocratic Guanlong military group, based in the Guanzhong region. 

The transition from Sui to Tang represents a shift in governance rather than a dynasty change, often seen as part of the Xianbei history rather than Han Chinese history. 

After the fall of the Sui Dynasty (581–618), Goguryeo also declined due to the lasting impacts of the four Liao-Sui Wars (598–614). 

Paul Kennedy, in The Rise and Fall of the Great Powers (1988), highlighted the correlation between prolonged military conflicts, depletion of national resources, and eventual downfall.
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  3. The reason for the rampant Wokou (Japanese pirates) during the Ming Dynasty.
 

[image: 1-1n]The power of humanities trivia.




    Ascended to the throne with the aid of eunuchs, Emperor Yongle (1402–1424) of the Ming Dynasty, strengthened the Jinyiwei secret police by appointing eunuchs to key positions. 

The distinguished eunuch Admiral Zheng He led seven long-distance expeditions between 1405 and 1433. 

Being a Muslim from Yunnan Province, Zheng He was chosen to lead the expeditions as many destinations were Islamic states. 

His fleet, consisting of hundreds of ships, undertook six voyages, reaching as far as Malacca, Ceylon, the Red Sea, and Zanzibar, thereby fostering tributary trade. 

Emperor Yongle, suspicious that the previous emperor, Jianwen, might have survived the 'Jingnan Rebellion' (1399) by escaping overseas, ordered searches at sea. 

Following the fall of the Yuan Dynasty, the Ming formed a maritime defense alliance as the Timurid Empire rose in power. 

By 1420, the Ming navy possessed 1,350 warships, including 400 large maritime fortresses and 250 long-range cruisers. 

Ming junk ships, larger than Spanish galleons, yielded substantial profits through maritime trade across the Indian and Pacific Oceans.
 









   On January 1, 1421, Emperor Yongle moved the capital to Beijing (formerly Beiping), his political base. 

Emperor Xuande (1425–1435), entering a period of consolidation, elevated the position of the Grand Secretary to handle major state affairs, ushering in stability under an agrarian-centered economy within a goods-based system. 

However, the growing power of the Grand Director, who controlled the eunuchs, foreshadowed a bleak future. 

Efforts to bestow favors based on Sinocentrism led to significant expenses, resulting in only one expedition. 

The Zhengtong Emperor (1435–1449) banned shipbuilding, and decrees prohibited even ships with more than one mast. 

After the end of overseas expeditions in 1433, navy soldiers were reassigned to smaller fleets on the Grand Canal, while Zheng He's massive warships were decommissioned. 

In 1449, the Mongolian Oirat leader Esen attacked, and eunuch Wang Zhen, driven by ambition, led the Zhengtong Emperor into a conflict where he was captured. 

With successive troubled emperors and repeated political strife, the authority of the imperial family steadily declined. 











    The Jiajing Emperor (1521–1567), facing demands for trade from the Portuguese fleet in the south and from regional lords of Japan’s Muromachi shogunate era (1336–1573), responded with a strict maritime prohibition policy. 

Amid weakened central control and corruption and incompetence in local governments, the Jiajing Emperor endured the worst pirate invasions in history, known as the “Great Jiajing Pirate Raids.” 

These pirates, or wokou, were a multinational group, comprising not only Japanese but also Chinese, Southeast Asians, and others. 

With legal trade restricted by the stringent maritime trade and tribute system, many Chinese merchants turned to illegal trade and piracy. 

Operating from coastal areas like Zhejiang, Fujian, and Guangdong, the wokou frequently attacked China’s southeastern coast, raiding major port cities such as Hangzhou, Ningbo, and Shanghai. 

While the celebrated general Qi Jiguang led successful operations against these pirates, protecting both coastal and inland areas, it eventually became necessary to permit trade. 

Partial liberalization of maritime trade reduced pirate activity, yet the devastation in the Jiangnan region and worsening conditions in the north placed increasing financial strain on the Ming dynasty. 

In this national crisis, Zhang Juzheng implemented the Single Whip Law to streamline taxation, but as European silver flowed into China and Chinese gold exited to Europe, the Ming dynasty descended into disorder. 

Furthermore, the Little Ice Age brought natural disasters and colder climates in 1615, devastating the North China Plain, China’s breadbasket, and leading to a sharp decline in agricultural output, trapping the dynasty in what came to be known as the “Wanli Depression.”

 















 
   The power of humanities trivia 










  4. Reasons for the Decline of the Tang Dynasty. 
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    Gaozong (649–683), who succeeded Taizong, initially led the dynasty alongside the loyal ministers who had contributed to the prosperity of the Zhenguan reign. 

However, in 655, after concubine Wu Zhao was elevated to empress, the ailing Gaozong lost his authority, leading to the fall of the Guanlong Group's dominance. 

After losing his daughter, Princess Gotasorang, in the Battle of Daeya Fortress (642) against Baekje, Kim Chunchu of Silla, fueled by personal vengeance, allied with the Tang, undermining the Great Dongyi spirit of unity. 

The Tang capitalized on Baekje King Uija’s misjudgments and the internal conflicts between the brothers following the death of Goguryeo’s Yeon Gaesomun, ultimately destroying both Baekje and Goguryeo. 

Dae Jo-yeong, a descendant of the Dae family from the Great Dongyi lineage, established Balhae (689–926) in Dongmosan, continuing Goguryeo's legacy. 

However, Kim Busik, influenced by Sinocentric views, neglected the history of Balhae. 
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