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      KANJI—an Introduction

      After hiragana and katakana, the many kanji characters make up the third part of the Japanese writing system. Although imported from China hundreds of years ago, some kanji characters have changed enough to be considerably different. In addition, most pronunciations bear little resemblance to their Chinese counterparts. Even still, knowing Japanese kanji often means you can guess the meaning of written Chinese—even if you have never studied Chinese!

      There are about two thousand kanji needed to be literate in Japan. But in reality, knowing just a few hundred will give you the tools to read a lot, even if you may need to occasionally refer to a dictionary. Very few foreigners have mastered kanji. Could you be one of them?

      
        On / Kun Readings
      

      Most kanji have a single core meaning (this could be an abstract notion or a concrete object) and two or more “readings” or pronunciations. The readings are either “on yomi” or “kun yomi.” The “on” pronunciation was the original Chinese pronunciation—or at least, the sounds Japanese people thought were the Chinese pronunciation. The “kun” pronunciation was the native Japanese pronunciation for that particular concept or object.

      Due to changes in sounds over time, some kanji have an impressive number of pronunciations. It is best to learn these sounds by example which is why we include multiple example words with each kanji in this book.

      
        How do I study kanji ? 
      

      You gotta love ‘em!

      If you don’t decide from the beginning to love kanji, I am sure you will end up hating them. There are many, many characters with various meanings and readings, so without a desire to explore, you will become quickly discouraged.

      
        Write them! Speak them! Look for them! 
      

      Our suggestions for studying kanji:

      
        	
          Create fun mnemonics that will help you remember the character. Make it personal and even absurd. This will help make it stick better. For example, the moon 月 looks like the character for sun 日 but with legs. Think of the moon trying to run away from the sun since it usually only comes out at night. If you can think of a mnemonic for one or more readings, all the better.

        

        	
          Keep a writing pad with this book. Copy each individual kanji several times while speaking and thinking on the readings. While writing them, try to picture the kanji’s reading, meaning, and shape in your head.

        

        	
          Finally, read! Use the power of a search engine to look for the newly learned kanji in other contexts. It is an exciting feeling to come across kanji that you have just studied.

        

      

    
  
    
      About JLPT Kanji

      The test makers no longer publish an official list of kanji for the test. This book includes 178 kanji mostly based the list collected by Jonathan Waller over at http://www.tanos.co.uk/jlpt/jlpt4/ A big thank you to him for his hard work and generosity.

      While we cannot say all these kanji are "N4" kanji, we can say the majority are and all of them should be learned early on anyway.

      
        Kanji Stroke Order
      

      There are good reasons to remember the correct stroke order from the very beginning:

      
        	
          By following a set order, kanji will look more like it should and therefore be easier to read.

        

        	
          You can remember new kanji better by knowing the order to write them.

        

        	
          Kanji dictionaries often list kanji by stroke number.

        

        	
          Kanji is an art form in Japan and they will know when you cheat!

        

      

      
        If you only have time to remember one thing get this:
      

      
        
          START FROM THE TOP-LEFT OF THE KANJI AND WORK DOWN TO THE BOTTOM-RIGHT.
        
      

      
        
          
            RULE #1
          
         : From top to bottom

      
        三 (the number three)  [image: ]

      
        言
        (to say) [image: ]

      
        
          
            RULE #2
          
           :
         From left to right

      
        州
        (a (U.S. state) [image: ]

      
         And when you have both a vertical and horizontal 
        
          go horizontal first.
        
      

      
        十
        (the number ten) [image: ]

      
        But it wouldn’t be fun without exceptions!
      

      
        田
         (rice field) [image: ]

      
        王
         (king) [image: ]

      
        
          
            RULE #3
          
           :
         If you have left, right, and center options, work from the center.

      
        水
        (water)  [image: ]

      
        糸
         (thread)  [image: ]

      
        
          
            RULE #4
          
           :
         If there is an outside shape surrounding an inside one, the outside comes first.

      
        国
        (country)  [image: ]

      
        風
        (wind) [image: ]

      
        Except when the outside is shaped like a “C”
      

      
        区 (district) [image: ]

      
        
          
            RULE #5
          
         : If there is a vertical line going through other parts, it comes last or at least later.

      
        中
        (inside, middle)  [image: ]

      
        書 (write, writing) [image: ]

      
        And if there is a horizontal line that overlaps other parts, it goes last.
      

      
        女
        (woman)  [image: ]

      
        
          
            RULE #6
          
         : If there is an “X” or a crossing of diagonals the top-right to bottom-left goes first.

      
        文
        (literature) [image: Close-up of black Chinese characters on a white background.]

      
        人 (person) [image: ]

      
        
          
            RULE #7
          
         : If there is a [image: ], it goes last:

      
        進 (proceed) [image: ]

      Become a Member Today

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        Every Month Automatically
      

      (and at a discount)

       

      https://www.MakotoPlus.com

       

      You'll get:

      Download the Latest Makoto Issue | Read 3 Full Back Issues Online | Reusable TheJapanShop.com Coupon | Monthly Freebies

      
        

        
          漢字(かんじ)
        
      

      N4

    
  
    
      
        JLPT N4: 1 / 178 | 3 Strokes
      

    
  
    
      Chapter One: Kanji 1-10

      
        
          
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              工
            
            	
            	
              On: こう; く

Kun: たくみ

              
                Meaning: craft; construction

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          工 craft; construction

        

      

      I (with a capital I) love to do crafts.

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            工事【こうじ】 construction
          

        

        	
          
            工場【こうじょう】 factory; plant; mill; workshop
          

        

        	
          
            大工【だいく】 carpenter
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          工場(こうじょう)
        
        で
        
          事故(じこ)
        
        がありました。
        
          

        There was an accident at the factory.

      

      
        	
          工場 factory

        

        	
          
            で at 
          

        

        	
          事故 accident

        

        	
          
            ありました was; there was
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              不
            
            	
              On: ふ; ぶ

Kun:

              
                Meaning: not; negative; non-

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          一 one

        

        	
          ｜ line

        

        	
          丶 dot

        

        	
          
            ノ dash
          

        

      

      Looking down 下 on people is bad, but adding an extra line is even more negative.

      
        [image: ]
      

      

      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            
              不安(ふあん)
             anxiety; uneasiness; worry

        

        	
          
            
              不気味(ぶきみ)
             weird; ominous; eerie

        

        	
          
            
              寝不足(ねぶそく)
             not enough sleep; lack of sleep

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          将来(しょうらい)
        
        について
        
          不安(ふあん)
        
        になる。
        
          

        (I) feel anxious about the future.

      

      
        	
          将来 future

        

        	
          
            について about; regarding (the future)
          

        

        	
          不安 anxiety; worry

        

        	
          
            になるbecome
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              元
            
            	
            	
              On: げん; がん

Kun: もと

              
                Meaning: origin

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          二 two

        

        	
          儿 legs

        

      

      From the beginning, the doers were those who got up on their own two 二 feet 儿 and did.

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            地元【じもと】 local; hometown
          

        

        	
          
            元気【げんき】 lively; full of spirit; in good healt
          

        

        	
          
            元々【もともと】 originally; from the start
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          元気(げんき)
        
        ですか？
        
          

        How are you?

      

      
        	
          元気 energetic; healthy

        

        	
          
            です is; are
          

        

        	
          
            か (question marker) 
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              文
            
            	
            	
              On: ぶん; もん

Kun: ふみ; あや

              
                Meaning: sentence; literature; style

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          文 sentence; culture

        

      

      It's a picture of a man with a hat 亠 on and crossed legs reading something.

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            作文【さくぶん】 essay; writing; composition
          

        

        	
          
            文化【ぶんか】 culture; civilization
          

        

        	
          
            文法【ぶんぽう】 grammar
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          日本語(にほんご)
        
        の
        
          文法(ぶんぽう)
        
        は、むずかしい。
        
          

        Japanese grammar is difficult.

      

      
        	
          日本語 Japanese language

        

        	
          
            の (modifier) [limits the information: not just any grammar but Japanese grammar]
          

        

        	
          文法 grammar

        

        	
          
            むずかしい difficult
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              止
            
            	
            	
              On: し

Kun: と.まる; と.める; とど.まる; とど.める

              
                Meaning: stop

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          止 stop

        

      

      A police officer and his assistant stopping traffic.

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            禁止【きんし】 prohibition; ban
          

        

        	
          
            咳止め【せきどめ】 cough medicine; cough lozenge
          

        

        	
          
            痛み止め【いたみどめ】 painkiller
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          

        
        この
        
          痛(いた)
        
        み
        
          止(ど)
        
        めはよく
        
          効(き)
        
        きます。
      

      This painkiller works well.

      
        	
          
            この this
          

        

        	
          
            痛み止め painkiller (medicine)
          

        

        	
          
            よく very well
          

        

        	
          
            効きます to be effective; to be good for; to function well
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              世
            
            	
            	
              On: せい; せ

Kun: よ

              
                Meaning: world; generation; public

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          一 one

        

      

      A generation is about 30 years or three 十 connected together.

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            世界【せかい】 world
          

        

        	
          
            世紀【せいき】 century; era
          

        

        	
          
            中世【ちゅうせい】 Middle Ages; medieval times
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          今(いま)
        
        は
        
          21(にじゅういっ)
        
        
          世紀(せいき)
        
        です。
        
          

        This is the 21st century.

      

      
        	
          
            今は as for now
          

        

        	
          21世紀 21st century

        

        	
          
            です is
          

        

      

    
  
    
      
        JLPT N4: 6 / 178 | 5 Strokes
      

      
        
          
          
          
        
        
          
            	
              市
            
            	
            	
              On: し

Kun: いち

              
                Meaning: market; city

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          亠 lid; hat

        

        	
          巾 hanging scroll; cloth; towel

        

      

      Put your hat 亠 on and go to the market to buy some cloth 巾.

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            市民【しみん】 citizen; public
          

        

        	
          
            都市【とし】 city; town
          

        

        	
          
            株式市場【かぶしきしじょう】 stock market
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          名古屋(なごや)
        
        は
        
          大(おお)
        
        きな
        
          都市(とし)
        
        だ。
        
          

        Nagoya is a big city.

      

      
        	
          名古屋 Nagoya (city in Japan)

        

        	
          
            大きな big
          

        

        	
          都市 city

        

        	
          
            だ is
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              光
            
            	
            	
              On: こう

Kun: ひかり; ひか.る

              
                Meaning: light

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          ⺌ small (a variation of 小 found at the top of kanji)

        

        	
          一 one; floor

        

        	
          儿 legs

        

      

      A small ⺌ ray of light hit the floor 一 and danced like legs 儿.

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            観光【かんこう】 sightseeing; tourism
          

        

        	
          
            光景【こうけい】 scene; spectacle; view; sight
          

        

        	
          
            光年【こうねん】 (a) light year
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          日本(にほん)
        
        へ
        
          観光(かんこう)
        
        に
        
          行(い)
        
        きたい。
        
          

        I want to go to Japan for sightseeing.

      

      
        	
          日本 Japan

        

        	
          
            へ to
          

        

        	
          観光 sightseeing

        

        	
          
            に to; for the purpose of
          

        

        	
          
            行きたい want to go
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              死
            
            	
            	
              On: し

Kun: し.ぬ

              
                Meaning: death

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          歹 bone (some meat hanging from a bone)

        

        	
          匕 spoon or someone sitting

        

      

      After the battle with so much death, the hero sits down 匕 among the bones 歹 around him.

      
        [image: ]
      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            死体【したい】 corpse; dead body
          

        

        	
          
            死刑【しけい】 death penalty; capital punishment
          

        

        	
          
            必死【ひっし】 frantic; desperate
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          彼(かれ)
        
        は
        
          必死(ひっし)
        
        に
        
          勉強(べんきょう)
        
        した。
        
          

        He studied hard.

      

      
        	
          
            彼は he
          

        

        	
          
            必死に frantically; desperately
          

        

        	
          
            勉強した studied
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              発
            
            	
            	
              On: はつ; ほつ

Kun: た.つ

              
                Meaning: departure

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          癶 footsteps; dotted tent

        

        	
          二 two

        

        	
          儿 legs

        

      

      Under the dotted tent 癶, you stand on your two 二 weary legs 儿 and depart.

      
        [image: ]
      

      

      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            発音【はつおん】 pronunciation
          

        

        	
          
            発見【はっけん】 discovery; finding
          

        

        	
          
            爆発【ばくはつ】 explosion
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          工場(こうじょう)
        
        で
        
          爆発(ばくはつ)
        
        が
        
          起(お)
        
        こりました。
        
          

        There was an explosion at the factory.

      

      
        	
          工場 factory

        

        	
          
            で at
          

        

        	
          爆発 explosion

        

        	
          
            起こりました happened; occurred
          

        

      

    
  
    
      Chapter Two: Kanji 11-20
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              仕
            
            	
            	
              On: し

Kun: つか.える

              
                Meaning: serve

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          亻 person [variation of 人]

        

        	
          士 scholar; warrior; gentleman

        

      

      A person 亻 serves the warrior gentleman 士.

      
        [image: ]
      

      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            仕事【しごと】 work; job; business
          

        

        	
          
            仕上げ【しあげ】 finishing touches
          

        

        	
          
            仕方がない【しかたがない】 it can't be helped; there's no other way
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          彼(かれ)
        
        は
        
          夜中(よなか)
        
        まで
        
          仕事(しごと)
        
        をした。
        
          

        He worked until midnight.

      

      
        	
          
            彼は as for him, he…
          

        

        	
          夜中 late at night; midnight; dead of night

        

        	
          
            まで until
          

        

        	
          
            仕事をした worked
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              代
            
            	
            	
              On: だい; たい

Kun: か.わる; よ

              
                Meaning: substitute

            
          

        
        
      

      
        
          
            Kanji Parts:
          
        
      

      
        	
          亻 person [variation of 人]

        

        	
          弋 arrow; shoot

        

      

      The daimyou substituted more people 亻 for arrows 弋 since arrows are cheaper.

      
        [image: ]
      

      

      
        
          
            Examples:
          
        
      

      
        	
          
            代名詞【だいめいし】 pronoun
          

        

        	
          
            時代【じだい】 period; epoch; era; age
          

        

        	
          
            古代【こだい】 ancient times; distant past; antiquity
          

        

      

      
        
          
            Example Sentence:
          
        
      

      
        
          古代(こだい)
        
        には
        
          恐竜(きょうりゅう)
        
        がいたらしい。
        
          

        It seems there were dinosaurs in ancient times.

      

      
        	
          古代 ancient times; antiquity

        

        	
          
            には as for in (ancient times)
          

        

        	
          恐竜 dinosaur

        

        	
          
            いた there was; there lived
          

        

        	
          
            らしい it seems; I hear
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