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      Prologue

      Around the time when the sun reached its zenith, the sky was a flawless blue, without a single cloud in sight. “Clear skies” characterized the perfect day. Amid such conditions, a single ship sailed northward off the eastern coast of the western continent. The ship was truly enormous, with a length that must have been close to two hundred meters. Considering that the typical galleon used on Earth measured around fifty meters in length, this ship was nearly four times as large. Its size rivaled even that of the sea dragon species, known to rule the oceans of this world.

      Moreover, the ship’s design was different from that of a galleon. Its hull was sleeker and more elongated, with a sharp form, and it had a significantly greater number of sails. Rather than being built primarily to carry large quantities of trade goods, its design clearly prioritized speed. It resembled what was commonly known as a clipper ship. The ship’s sails billowed fully, capturing the wind with a speed akin to a full-fledged sprint. This result was logical because it strongly resembled the swift sailing vessels known as clippers.

      If the ship’s name, Boreas, engraved on its stern, was indeed taken from one of the wind gods of Greek mythology, one could say that the name perfectly embodied its nature. Should an outsider lay eyes on this vessel, they would undoubtedly question their own vision, perhaps even pinch their cheek in disbelief. Once they grasped what they were witnessing, they would surely offer a prayer to the gods of the sea. Although the wind was blowing from the north to the south, the ship’s bow was pointed northward. In other words, this ship was sailing directly against the wind. Despite that, it continued cutting through the waves at a speed resembling an arrow in flight. This phenomenon defied the very laws of physics, but sailing against the wind was not entirely impossible. In such cases, a ship needed to tack at an angle of roughly 45 degrees, zigzagging back and forth to progress against the wind. At the very least, no sailing vessel could travel in a straight line directly into a headwind. The only ships capable of such a feat were steam-powered vessels, unaffected by wind direction.

      On top of that, the speed of this ship was extraordinary by Earth’s standards. Clipper ships were designed with speed in mind, living up to their reputation as swift sailing vessels. Their sleek, elongated hulls were specifically shaped to reduce wind and wave resistance as much as possible. Clearly, this ship modeled after the clipper design had been built with the same emphasis on speed.

      The ship also carried more sails than the galleons commonly used on Earth. Because the speed of a sailing vessel depended heavily on the wind, a ship equipped with more sails to catch that wind could naturally achieve greater speeds. Even so, there were limits. The speed of a sailing ship was influenced primarily by the number of sails and the strength of the wind, so it was difficult to determine an average speed. But for the sailing vessels commonly used on Earth, the average speed was likely around four to five knots. One knot was equivalent to 1.852 kilometers per hour, meaning that five knots would translate to roughly 9 kilometers per hour.
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