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        A wedding on the horizon. A baby on the way. A secret that could destroy everything.

      

        

      
        Brad and Emily are finally building the life they fought so hard for—a home filled with laughter, love, and the promise of forever. With a baby on the way and wedding plans in motion, they should be celebrating.

      

        

      
        But nothing comes easy in the Friessen family.

      

        

      
        As the big day approaches, mounting pressure, unexpected obstacles, and deep family tensions begin to surface. Brad is determined to protect the woman he loves, while Emily is holding on with everything she has. Together, they’ll navigate love, loyalty, and the challenges that threaten to derail it all.

      

        

      
        In a world where the past still casts a long shadow, A Baby and A Wedding is a heartfelt, emotionally rich romance about second chances, family bonds, and the strength it takes to fight for what matters most.

      

        

      
        A deeply moving continuation of The Forgotten Child, filled with warmth, grit, and the kind of love that refuses to let go.

      

        

      
        Because sometimes… the happiest moments come wrapped in chaos.
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      Emily frowned as she leaned against the round, white beam on the front porch, her eyes narrowing on the collection of rusted vehicles parked like an abandoned junkyard in front of the two-story Victorian house that was now her home.

      The old '70s Ford truck, a beat-up Ford Escort that hadn't moved in years, and that damn wagon—once pulled by a team of horses—were still sitting there, exactly where they had been since the day she'd first arrived.

      They hadn't moved. Not an inch.

      She rubbed her swollen belly absently, feeling the gentle flutter of her baby moving beneath her hand. Five months along and growing faster than she'd expected.

      Brad was in the north field with the vet, taking blood samples and deworming the herd—a summer ritual he never missed. Emily had meant to bring up the vehicles again, but Brad didn't seem bothered by them. His answer was always the same:

      "Toss a tarp over them, Em. Out of sight, out of mind."

      But not for her.

      Especially not with the wedding only a few days away. She wanted the house and everything around it to be perfect. And those rusted eyesores sitting in front of the house? They were anything but perfect.

      "Pickier than usual," Brad had said last night, his warm breath brushing her ear as they sat on the porch swing after the kids were tucked in bed. He'd been teasing, of course, but there was that twinkle in his eye when he said it, the one that made her forget everything except how much she loved this man.

      She hadn't stayed annoyed for long. Not when Brad had pulled her close, slid his hand under her shirt, and...

      Stop it.

      Emily's cheeks warmed as she shook herself out of the memory.

      "What's got you so lost in thought?"

      That deep, familiar voice sent a shiver down her spine.

      Her heart fluttered as she turned to see Brad standing at the bottom of the porch steps, one booted foot resting on the step, arms crossed, his whiskey-colored eyes locked on her with that look that said he knew exactly where her mind had wandered.

      Damn him.

      "Just thinking," she said, shifting her gaze back toward the vehicles, hoping to steer the conversation in a different direction.

      Brad's boots hit the steps, each one slow and deliberate, as he closed the distance between them.

      "Thinking about what?" His voice was smooth, a hint of amusement threading through it as he stepped closer, his eyes following her gaze.

      "The junkyard in front of the house," she muttered, her arms crossing over her chest. "It's an eyesore, Brad."

      His lips quirked, and she saw it coming before he even said it.

      "I told you, Em. A tarp⁠—"

      "A tarp is not the answer."

      Her voice was firm, cutting him off.

      Brad blinked, clearly surprised.

      "Brad, this is our home," she continued, her tone softer but still laced with determination. "We're getting married in a few days. I want it to look... I don't know... like someone lives here. Someone who takes pride in their home."

      His jaw tightened, and for a moment, he didn't say anything.

      "You think I don't take pride in this place?" His voice was quieter now, but there was an edge beneath it.

      "That's not what I'm saying," she said quickly, her eyes searching his. "But those vehicles have been sitting there for years, Brad. You know they're not going anywhere. Why not just get rid of them?"

      "Because they're not hurting anything."

      "They're hurting my eyes," she shot back, her frustration bubbling over.

      Brad exhaled, rubbing a hand over his jaw, and she knew he was trying to keep his cool.

      "I'll think about it," he finally said, his tone gruff.

      "No, Brad." She stepped closer, her hands going to her hips. "Not 'I'll think about it.' I want them gone. Before the wedding."

      His gaze locked onto hers, and for a moment, neither of them spoke.

      "Damn, woman," he murmured, but there was something softer in his eyes now. Something that told her he wasn't as annoyed as he was letting on. "You're not giving me much choice here, are you?"

      "No," she said simply, standing her ground.

      A slow smile tugged at the corners of his mouth. "Alright, Em. I'll take care of it."

      "Thank you."

      Her lips curved in satisfaction, but before she could step away, Brad's hands slid around her waist, pulling her flush against him.

      "But you're gonna owe me for this," he murmured, his lips brushing against hers, his voice a low rumble that sent a shiver down her spine.

      "Oh?" she whispered, her breath hitching as he nipped at her bottom lip.

      "Big time."

      His kiss was slow, deep, and completely unraveled her.

      "Hate to interrupt," a stranger drawled, "but it was getting kind of embarrassing to watch."

      Brad's gaze snapped to something—or someone—behind her.

      Emily followed his line of sight, her brow furrowing as she spotted a tall, rugged man standing at the bottom of the porch steps. He was watching them, a crooked grin tugging at the corners of his mouth.

      "Jed?"

      Brad's arms tightened around her waist as he spoke, his voice laced with warmth and surprise.

      "Emily, meet my brother."

      His brother?

      Emily's eyes widened as she took in the man standing before her. He had the same whiskey-colored eyes, the same sharp jaw, but where Brad was all solid strength and quiet control, Jed carried himself with an edge of recklessness that was impossible to miss.

      "Jed," Brad said, his tone softening, "this is Emily."

      "Emily." Jed tipped his hat, his grin widening. "Nice to finally meet you. I've heard a lot about you."

      "All good things, I hope," Emily murmured, her cheeks heating again.

      "Mostly." His eyes twinkled with mischief, and she couldn't help but laugh.

      "Would you like some coffee? Maybe a sandwich?" she offered, eager to escape the heat still lingering between her and Brad.

      Brad's hands skimmed down her back, a silent reminder that he wasn't quite done with her yet.

      "Em." His voice was low, filled with amusement. "Breathe."

      Jed chuckled, shaking his head. "If it's not too much trouble, I wouldn't mind something to eat. Drove straight through to get here."

      "No trouble at all," Emily said quickly, her heart still pounding as she stepped away from Brad.

      The phone rang just as Emily reached the kitchen. She moved fast, snatching the receiver before the second ring, mindful of the toddler sleeping upstairs.
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