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In memory of my Grandma Knowles, who with her garden and farm, shopped for very few groceries.

Who let me pick (and eat) the berries. Fresh garden vegetables are the best!

Thank you Noriko for your counsel, stories, and sharing your garden on the shores of Lake Superior

No amount of gratitude is enough. Thank you Diane, Pat, Danielle, and Isabel (my writing critique sisters), Jan Schultz (USFS), Elle, — and Retha, for ego support in the very beginning.
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January

I am Garden. I rest

Under winter’s heavy, chill blanket of white.

I listen, half asleep

And grow in ways invisible to the eye.

Tall trees surround me,

Their breath crackles in the cold.

Hungry forest animals prowl.

Step, step, stepping over me.

Their tracks cover my snow-belly drifts.

Shhh.

There are hunters about.

Silent danger arrives with a swift

Whoosh of white wings.

Sharp claws race.

Owl and mink are hungry.

Tiny mice squeak their terror. Rabbit leaps.

It is ever so.

Inside the cabin are my people who care for me.

Where a wood stove pings with warmth.

And bright seed catalogs lie open on the table.

Eager fingers skip through colorful photos.

Summer Garden dreams begin.

Dehlia-chan, dear one, which seeds shall we choose? Asks Aunt Noriko.

Dehlia’s smile grows.

Please, order blueberry bushes for me.

I LOVE blueberries.

Broccoli seeds, too?
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Black-Capped Chickadee

Sings chickadee-dee-dee. Flight is a looping, flying gymnast style. Put sawdust in a birdhouse and chickadee thinks it’s a rotten stump and nests there. Menu: seeds, berries and suet in winter. In summer, insects and spiders, storing seeds and insects for later eating.

Noriko
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