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Chapter One
 
Once there lived two cheerful princesses named Annabel and Marietta. Annabel was fair and Marietta dark.
The princesses' uncle, Jacob (a bad man and a worse uncle), looked after their kingdom with lakes and mountains, with endless skies and lots of trees. The princesses, however, lived with their governess Sophie in a cold mountain castle at the very edge of this kingdom. Sophie was tall and kind and the princesses loved her very much.
In time Uncle Jacob declared himself king.
The mountain castle was cold in summer and very cold in winter – at the end of their kingdom there was no neighbour to fight over fence-lines. Just many empty mountains and even more sky.
Annabel began to study engineering so that if she ever became queen she could help fix the roads and water pipes for her people. Annabel was a very calm older sister for Marietta, as well as being very clever.
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