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Dedicated to the 8 million children who were displaced by the 2010 Pakistan floods, to those who choose to serve in any situation, and to my two lovely daughters––Aanyah and Aaliyana, who provide me with the courage to serve time and again.
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Rani woke up to shimmering sun rays and raced outside the tent. She squinted at the sun until sunspots danced in front of her eyes. She laughed at the dotted campsite around her.

“It will be a great day,” she sang and danced around the poles of her tent. The sun was a welcome break from days of continuous rain.
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A few weeks ago, the rain had started innocently in their village in Pakistan. Pitter patter, dancing droplets were a signal to the young children that it was time to celebrate by dancing. And dance they did. But the rain did not stop.

And in a few days, the bright blues of the rain turned to murky browns and stayed still on the ground. Rivers and creeks overflowed, but the rain did not stop.

Unaware, Rani and her friends pid-paddled, danced, and ran in the water, splashing each other until worried grownups removed them from the rising water. Rain, the adults warned, was not a friend anymore. That is when the dancing stopped.

“It is time to leave,” Daadi, Rani’s grandma, announced.
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And for once, Rani did not ask why. Families ran in different directions. Rani’s friends were rushing behind their own families in a sea of color—red, blue, pink, and yellow. In their hands, they clutched what little they could save from the floods—a book or two, a favorite doll, a change of clothes.
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From a distance, Rani’s home looked like a helpless boat as the water surrounded it. All Rani could think of were her treasures in there: her tiny notebook with her essay on what she wanted to be when she grew up, the blanket she slept with each night, the red dress that Daadi had stitched for her to wear to the upcoming festival of Eid. This year, she knew there wouldn’t be an Eid celebration.

Rani’s family was soon rescued and flown to a refugee campsite in a helicopter. Rani caught the first glimpse of her new home from thousands of miles away. From high above, the tents looked like hundreds of overturned books of all shapes and sizes.
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