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	Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865)

	Abraham Lincoln (1809–1865) is one of the most famous Americans in history and one of the country’s most revered presidents. Schoolchildren can recite the life story of Lincoln, the “Westerner” who educated himself and became a self made man, rising from lawyer to leader of the new Republican Party before becoming the 16th President of the United States. Lincoln successfully navigated the Union through the Civil War but didn’t live to witness his crowning achievement, becoming the first president assassinated when he was shot at Ford’s Theater by John Wilkes Booth on April 14, 1865. 

	In the generation after the Civil War, Lincoln became an American deity and one of the most written about men in history. With such a sterling reputation, even historians hesitate to write a critical word; in Team of Rivals Doris Kearns Goodwin casts Lincoln as an almost superhuman puppet master in control of his Cabinet’s political machinations and the war’s direction, juggling the balancing act flawlessly. As a result, Lincoln the man is far less known than Lincoln the myth. 

	This ebook humanizes the leader who rose from humble roots to the highest office in the land, discussing lesser-known facts about Lincoln while tracking his rise, his monumental presidency, and his legacy. Along with pictures of Lincoln and other important people and events in his life, you will learn about Lincoln like you never have before, in no time at all.   
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	Jefferson Davis (1808-1889)

	Introduction

	Jefferson Davis (1808-1889) holds a unique place in American history, as the man best remembered for being the president of the Confederacy during the Civil War. While other famous Confederates like Robert E. Lee and Stonewall Jackson are still celebrated across the reunited country, Davis continues to be the object of scorn, derided over his attempt to flee after the Civil War and criticized as ineffective by historians. Among the Confederates still lauded by today’s Southerners, Davis is well down the list.  

	Given his Civil War legacy, which often obscures his antebellum and postwar life, it’s easy to forget why Davis was made president in the first place. As a career civil servant in the United States government during much of his adult life, both as a Senator and Secretary of War, Jefferson Davis was a natural choice to be elected President of the seceding Southern states in early 1861. 

	History has accorded Abraham Lincoln a spot in the pantheon of American politics for the manner in which he steered the Union to victory and into the Reconstruction period after the war. In turn, Davis has been heavily criticized. Davis constantly clashed with Confederate generals like Joseph Johnston, the South’s diplomacy failed to obtain foreign intervention, and he was unable to keep the Southern states together cohesively as the Confederate economy began to collapse. Whether the Civil War would have ended any differently with someone else in charge of the Confederacy will never be known, but Davis had a tumultuous presidency. 

	Making matters worse, when Davis was captured by Union troops in May 1865, rumors spread that he was trying to escape in women’s clothing. Davis was accused of treason and held prisoner for a few years before he was released, living out the rest of his years in the South. Even in death, Mother Nature hasn’t left him alone. In 2005, Hurricane Katrina destroyed much of his postwar home in Biloxi, Mississippi. 

	However, while others went quietly, Davis aimed to set the record straight in his gigantic, two volume memoir, The Rise and Fall of the Confederate Government. In his tome, Davis skipped over his own personal life and dove headfirst into explaining the country’s and the war’s political and military details in extremely exacting manner. Davis was obviously one of the best authorities from the Southern standpoint, and his book remains an invaluable source for historians today. 

	In addition to analyzing his presidency and decision-making, this biography chronicles the life of the man who befriended Robert E. Lee at West Point, opposed secession as a U.S. Senator, suffered personal and political tragedies while leading the Confederacy, and ultimately lived to tell his side of the story. Along with pictures of Davis and other important people and events in his life, you will learn about the Confederate president like you never have before, in no time at all.   
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The Life and Legacy of Abraham Lincoln

	Chapter 1: Early Life and Education, 1809-1842

	Birth and Early Life

	Unlike most Presidential legends, those surrounding Abraham Lincoln's birth are true: Abraham Lincoln was, indeed, born in a log cabin in Kentucky on February 12th, 1809.  

	That's where the truth of Lincoln mythology ends, however.  Contrary to popular belief, Lincoln was not born into the near-destitute poverty many allege he was.  His father was a carpenter who provided a modest life for his family.  His mother, however, was illiterate and signed her marriage certificate with an X.

	The Lincolns had two children, Abraham and his sister Sarah, but a third child died shortly after birth in their Kentucky cabin.  The devoutly Baptist Nancy Hanks Lincoln explained the death of her child as a design of Providence.  This type of fatalist rhetoric was typical of Mrs. Lincoln, and her son would exhibit fatalistic tendencies throughout his own life.

	Religion was an important early influence on young Lincoln.  Though Thomas Lincoln, Abraham's father, was from a family of small slaveholders, he and his wife brought their family to an anti-slavery Baptist church.  That group had left the mainstream Baptist church over its opposition to human bondage.  The Lincoln household in which Abraham grew up never owned slaves, despite living in the slaveholding territory of Kentucky.

	In 1816, the family moved to Indiana, a free state.  Arriving in winter, the family lacked the time and resources to build a proper cabin, so this short period of Lincoln's life was lived out in an open shelter. When the young Lincoln was only nine years old, his mother died.  Less than a year later, Thomas remarried a woman named Sarah “Sally” Bush Johnston, whom Abraham admired.

	The young Abraham received only a crude education.  Sally took an interest in his education, and she ensured that he learned to read and write by attending a local school.  Nevertheless, this was the total extent of Abraham's education until early adulthood. Instead, Lincoln spent much of his time doing household chores, which helped him develop into a muscular man with a reputation for being a strong wrestler and axe man. Developing what would eventually become a sturdy 6’4 frame, young Abraham Lincoln was not an easy target for bullies. Even still, Lincoln eschewed the “frontier” life as he delved deeper and deeper into books. 

	In 1830, the family relocated to the state with which Lincoln is most intimately connected: Illinois.  He helped his father build a livelihood and became a clerk at a local general store in New Salem.  It was also here that he self-educated himself, reading as much as possible, while also getting his first introduction to politics.
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	Young Abraham Lincoln

	State Legislature

	Because the general store in New Salem was a center for political discussion, Lincoln quickly became acquainted with the political controversies of the day.  Politics had become a passion for him, so much so that he opted to run for a seat in the Illinois state legislature in 1832, at the young age of 23.  Within just a month of declaring his candidacy as a Whig, however, the New Salem general store went out of business and the Black Hawk War broke out.  

	In the 19th century, many men Lincoln’s age forged legacies out of war, which was often seen as a grand adventure. Lincoln was elected as the captain of his company, but he spent more time battling bugs and burying the dead than he did fighting. In fact, Lincoln never saw combat, and he frequently made fun of what would prove to be his only military experience.
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	A portrait of Lincoln as a candidate

	In October of 1832, Lincoln returned to New Salem from war to collect election returns.  His expectations were low, and rightfully so: in November, he lost the race for the Illinois State Legislature badly.  As a Whig supporter of Henry Clay, Lincoln was seemingly in the wrong state.  Illinois was favorable to the Democrats that year, and the Whig Party was in decline nationwide. 

	Still, Lincoln evidently didn't consider his 1832 loss much of a setback.  He opened a general store of his own in New Salem and became Postmaster of the town.  He continued his education by reading and studying law, history and politics. By 1834, Lincoln was ready again, making a second try for the State Legislature.  As Postmaster of New Salem, he held a position of significant influence, was well-liked and was thus a better candidate than he had been two years earlier.  Election returns from 1834 were also more favorable to Lincoln: he won!  And kept winning.  He was reelected three times thereafter, and served in the Illinois State Legislature until 1842.

	The most informative piece of Lincoln's service in the state legislature is his partisan affiliation.  Before the Civil War – even before World War II – American political parties were not as clearly organized as they are today.  Whether one identified as a Federalist, a Democrat, or a Whig didn't hold the significance it does today; partisan lines were blurred.  What did matter, however, was the national figure one claimed to follow.  In this sense, Lincoln was a staunch supporter of Henry Clay, and was thus a “Clay Man.”  
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	Henry Clay

	On two fronts, Lincoln and Clay were in lockstep.  On the question of slavery, Lincoln, like Clay, was  a moderate.  Clay was responsible for numerous Compromises, most important during Lincoln's time in the Legislature being the Missouri Compromise of 1820.  Central to both Lincoln and Clay was a personal abhorrence of slavery, but a reverence for Constitutional Federalism.  Because of this, compromise often made sense: keeping the union together was a top priority.  This idea would be central to Lincoln's presidency.

	On issues of race, Lincoln and Clay liked the idea of African colonization.  This idea proposed sending all of America's slaves back to Africa, once slavery ceased to exist.
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