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	Painting by Alfred Waud depicting a Confederate advance at Chickamauga
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	Charles River Editors was founded by Harvard and MIT alumni to provide superior editing and original writing services, with the expertise to create digital content for publishers across a vast range of subject matter. In addition to providing original digital content for third party publishers, Charles River Editors republishes civilization’s greatest literary works, bringing them to a new generation via ebooks. 
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	The Battle of Shiloh (April 6-7, 1862)

	 

	“The turning point of our fate." – Jefferson Davis on the death of Albert Sidney Johnston at Shiloh

	 

	“Probably no single battle of the war gave rise to such wild and damaging reports.” – William Tecumseh Sherman

	 

	After Union General Ulysses S. Grant captured Fort Henry and Fort Donelson in early 1862, Confederate General Albert Sidney Johnston, widely considered the Confederacy’s best general, concentrated his forces in northern Georgia and prepared for a major offensive that culminated with the biggest battle of the war to that point, the Battle of Shiloh. On the morning of April 6, Johnston directed an all out attack on Grant’s army around Shiloh Church, and though Grant’s men had been encamped there, they had failed to create defensive fortifications or earthworks. They were also badly caught by surprise. With nearly 45,000 Confederates attacking, Johnston’s army began to steadily push Grant’s men back toward the river.   

	 

	As fate would have it, the Confederates may have been undone by friendly fire at Shiloh. Johnston advanced out ahead of his men on horseback while directing a charge near a peach orchard when he was hit in the lower leg by a bullet that historians now widely believe was fired by his own men. Nobody thought the wound was serious, including Johnston, who continued to aggressively lead his men and even sent his personal physician to treat wounded Union soldiers taken captive. But the bullet had clipped an artery, and shortly after being wounded Johnston began to feel faint in the saddle. With blood filling up his boot, Johnston unwittingly bled to death. The delay caused by his death, and the transfer of command to subordinate P.G.T. Beauregard, bought the Union defenders critical time on April 6, and the following day Grant’s reinforced army struck back and pushed the Confederate army off the field.

	 

	The Battle of Shiloh lasted two days, but the battle over the battle had just begun. Grant’s army had just won the biggest battle in the history of North America, with nearly 24,000 combined casualties among the Union and Confederate forces. Usually the winner of a major battle is hailed as a hero, but Grant was hardly a winner at Shiloh. The Battle of Shiloh took place before costlier battles at places like Antietam and Gettysburg, so the extent of the casualties at Shiloh shocked the nation. Moreover, at Shiloh the casualties were viewed as needless; Grant was pilloried for allowing the Confederates to take his forces by surprise, as well as the failure to build defensive earthworks and fortifications, which nearly resulted in a rout of his army. Speculation again arose that Grant had a drinking problem, and some even assumed he was drunk during the battle. Though the Union won, it was largely viewed that their success owed to the heroics of General Sherman in rallying the men and Don Carlos Buell arriving with his army, and General Buell was happy to receive the credit at Grant’s expense. 

	 

	As a result of the Battle of Shiloh, Grant was demoted to second-in-command of all armies in his department, an utterly powerless position. And when word of what many considered a “colossal blunder” reached Washington, several congressmen insisted that Lincoln replace Grant in the field. Lincoln famously defended Grant, telling critics, “I can’t spare this man. He fights.” 

	 

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles explains the campaign and events that led up to the decisive battle, what went right and wrong on both sides, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important leaders like Sherman, Grant, and Braxton Bragg are included, along with analysis of the generals and fighting. Along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Battle of Shiloh like you never have before.
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	The Second Battle of Bull Run (Second Manassas) (August 28-30, 1862)

	“A splendid army almost demoralized, millions of public property given up or destroyed, thousands of lives of our best men sacrificed for no purpose. I dare not trust myself to speak of this commander as I feel and believe. Suffice to say...that more insolence, superciliousness, ignorance, and pretentiousness were never combined in one man.” – Union II Corps Commander Alpheus Williams

	The Second Battle of Bull Run (August 28-30, 1862) was one of the most decisive battles fought during the Civil War, and it was also one of the most unlikely. Less than three months before the battle, Joseph E. Johnston’s Army of Northern Virginia had been pushed back nearly all the way to Richmond by George B. McClellan’s Army of the Potomac, so close that Union soldiers could see the church steeples of the Confederate capital. And yet, at the end of Second Manassas, Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia found itself in the field unopposed about 20 miles away from the Union capital of Washington D.C. How could such a remarkable reversal of fortunes take place so quickly?

	After Lee succeeded the wounded Johnston, he pushed McClellan’s Army of the Potomac away from Richmond and back up the Peninsula in late June, only to then swing his army north to face a second Union army, John Pope’s Army of Virginia. Needing to strike out before the Army of the Potomac successfully sailed back to Washington and linked up with Pope’s army, Lee daringly split his army to threaten Pope’s supply lines, forcing Pope to fall back to Manassas to protect his flank and maintain his lines of communication. At the same time, it left half of Lee’s army (under Stonewall Jackson) potentially exposed against the larger Union army until the other wing (under James Longstreet) linked back up. Thus, in late August 1862, the Army of Northern Virginia and the Army of Virginia found themselves fighting over nearly the exact same land the South and North fought over in the First Battle of Bull Run 13 months earlier. 

	When Pope’s army fell back to Manassas to confront Jackson, his wing of Lee’s army dug in along a railroad trench and took a defensive stance. The battle began with the Union army throwing itself at Jackson the first two days. But the concentration on Stonewall’s men opened up the Union army’s left flank for Longstreet’s wing, which marched 30 miles in 24 hours to reach the battlefield by the late afternoon of August 29. Lee used Longstreet’s wing on August 30 to deliver a devastating flank attack before enough reinforcements from the retreating Army of the Potomac reached the field, sweeping Pope’s Army from Manassas and forcing the Union soldiers into yet another disorderly retreat from Manassas to Washington D.C., a scene eerily reminiscent of the First Battle of Bull Run.

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the campaign and the events that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn about the Second Battle of Bull Run like you never have before.
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	The Battle of Antietam (September 17, 1862)

	"Those in whose judgment I rely tell me that I fought the battle splendidly and that it was a masterpiece of art. ... I feel I have done all that can be asked in twice saving the country. ... I feel some little pride in having, with a beaten & demoralized army, defeated Lee so utterly." - George McClellan 

	The bloodiest day in American history took place on the 75th anniversary of the signing of the Constitution. On September 17, 1862, Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army of Northern Virginia fought George McClellan’s Union Army of the Potomac outside Sharpsburg along Antietam Creek. That day, nearly 25,000 would become casualties, and Lee’s army would barely survive fighting the much bigger Northern army. 

	The fighting that morning started with savage fighting on the Confederate left flank near Dunker church, in a corn field and forests. The Confederates barely held the field in the north sector, but even still, Lee’s army may have been saved by the Northern army’s inability to cross the creek near “Burnside’s Bridge”. Ambrose Burnside had been given command of the "Right Wing" of the Army of the Potomac (the I Corps and IX Corps) at the start of the Maryland Campaign for the Battle of South Mountain, but McClellan separated the two corps at the Battle of Antietam, placing them on opposite ends of the Union battle line. However, Burnside continued to act as though he was a wing commander instead of a corps commander, so instead of ordering the IX corps, he funneled orders through General Jacob D. Cox. This poor organization contributed to the corps’s hours-long delay in attacking and crossing what is now called "Burnside's Bridge" on the right flank of the Confederate line.

	The delay allowed General A.P. Hill's Confederate division to reach the battlefield from Harpers Ferry in time to save Lee’s right flank that afternoon. Fearing that his army was badly bloodied and figuring Lee had many more men than he did, McClellan refused to commit his reserves to continue the attacks. The day ended in a tactical stalemate

	Although the battle was tactically a draw, it resulted in forcing Lee’s army out of Maryland and back into Virginia, making it a strategic victory for the North and an opportune time for President Abraham Lincoln to issue the Emancipation Proclamation, freeing all slaves in the rebellious states. 

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the fighting, analyzes the decisions made by the battle’s most important leaders, and explains the aftermath of the battle and the legacies that were made and tarnished by the battle. Along with a bibliography, maps of the battle, and pictures of important people and places, you will learn about the Battle of Antietam like you never have before.

	 

	 


[image: Battle_of_Fort_Fisher.jpg]

	 

	The Battle of Fredericksburg (December 11-13, 1862)

	 

	“It is well that war is so terrible; otherwise we would grow too fond of it.” – Robert E. Lee

	 

	The Army of the Potomac had pushed Robert E. Lee’s army out of Maryland in September 1862 after the Battle of Antietam, but President Lincoln and his War Department wanted the army to continue going after the Army of Northern Virginia after it retreated back into Virginia. When George B. McClellan refused to do it, Lincoln fired him and installed Ambrose E. Burnside as the new commander. Burnside, who didn’t believe himself capable of commanding the Army of the Potomac, only took the job because he was told Fighting Joe Hooker would get the spot if he refused. 

	 

	With Washington urging Burnside to advance against Lee, Burnside launched an ill fated operation across the Rappahannock River near Fredericksburg in December 1862. From December 12-13, Burnside struggled to get his army across the river while it was under fire from Confederates in Fredericksburg, and things only got worse when they did. Although the Union almost broke the Confederate lines in the south on December 13, they were ultimately repulsed, and the battle is mostly remembered for the piecemeal attacks the Union army made on heavily fortified positions Longstreet’s men took up on Marye’s Heights. As they threw themselves at Longstreet’s heavily fortified position along the high ground, the Northern soldiers were mowed down again and again. General Longstreet compared the near continuous fall of soldiers on the battlefield to “the steady dripping of rain from the eaves of a house.” During the battle, Lee turned to Longstreet and commented, “It is well that war is so terrible, otherwise we should grow too fond of it.”

	 

	As injured Northern soldiers lay freezing and dying on the field that night, the Northern Lights made a rare appearance. Southern soldiers interpreted it as a favorable omen from God and mentioned them frequently in their diaries, while Northern soldiers who saw something far less divine sparsely mentioned them. The following morning, Burnside extricated his army back behind the river, ending the fighting in 1862.

	 

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the campaign and the events that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn about the Battle of Fredericksburg like you never have before.
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	The Battle of Stones River (December 31, 1862-January 2, 1863)

	“In all, fifty-eight pieces of artillery played upon the enemy. Not less than one hundred shots per minute were fired. As the mass of men swarmed down the slope they were mowed down by the score. Confederates were pinioned to the earth by falling branches.” – G. C. Kniffin, aide to General Crittenden

	Americans have long been fascinated by the Civil War and its biggest battles, particularly Gettysburg, Antietam, and Shiloh, all of which involved Robert E. Lee or Ulysses S. Grant. But one of the 6 biggest battles of the war, and the one that took the heaviest toll by % on both armies was fought at the end of 1862 in Tennessee, and it involved neither of those generals. 

	In late December 1862, William Rosecrans’s Union Army of the Cumberland was contesting Middle Tennessee against Braxton Bragg’s Army of Tennessee, and for three days the two armies savaged each other as Bragg threw his army at Rosecrans in a series of desperate assaults. Bragg’s army was unable to dislodge the Union army, and he eventually withdrew his army after learning that Rosecrans was on the verge of receiving reinforcements. Though the battle was stalemated, the fact that the Union army was left in possession of the field allowed Rosecrans to declare victory and embarrassed Bragg. 

	Though Stones River is mostly overlooked as a Civil War battle today, it had a decisive impact on the war. The two armies had both suffered nearly 33% casualties, an astounding number in 1862 that also ensured Rosecrans would not start another offensive campaign in Tennessee until the following June. The Union victory also ensured control of Nashville, Middle Tennessee, and Kentucky for the rest of the war, prompting Lincoln to tell Rosecrans, “You gave us a hard-earned victory, which had there been a defeat instead, the nation could scarcely have lived over." The battle and its results also set into motion a chain of events that would lead to Rosecrans and Bragg facing off at the crucial battle of Chickamauga in September 1863, a battle that is often viewed as the last gasp for the Confederates’ hopes in the West. 

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the campaign and the events that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn about the Battle of Stones River like you never have before.
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	The Battle of Chancellorsville (May 2-6, 1863)

	“My God! It is horrible—horrible; and to think of it, 130,000 magnificent soldiers so cut the pieces by less than 60,000 half-starved ragamuffins!” – Horace Greeley, Editor of the New York Tribune

	Of all the Civil War battles fought, and of all the victories achieved by Robert E. Lee at the command of the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia, the Battle of Chancellorsville is considered the most tactically complex and ultimately the most brilliant Confederate victory of the war.  

	In early May 1863, the Army of the Potomac was at the height of its power as it bore down on Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia near Fredericksburg, where the Confederates had defeated them the previous December. The Union behemoth had spent most of the winter season being reorganized and drilled by “Fighting Joe” Hooker, an aggressive commander who had fought hard at places like Antietam. With an army nearing 130,000 men, Hooker’s Army of the Potomac was twice the size of the Army of Northern Virginia. 

	With that advantage, Hooker proposed a daring and aggressive two pronged attack that aimed to keep Lee’s army occupied in front of Fredericksburg while marching around its left. Meanwhile a cavalry raid well in the rear was intended to cut Lee’s lines of supplies and possibly retreat. Hooker’s plan initially worked perfectly, with the division of his army surprising Lee. At the end of May 1, Lee was outnumbered 2-1 and now had to worry about threats on two fronts. 

	Incredibly, Lee once again decided to divide his forces in the face of the enemy, sending Stonewall Jackson to turn the Union army’s right flank while the rest of the army maintained positions near Fredericksburg. The Battle of Chancellorsville is one of the most famous of the Civil War, and the most famous part of the battle was Stonewall Jackson’s daring march across the Army of the Potomac’s flank, surprising the XI Corps with an attack on May 2, 1863. Having ignored warnings of Jackson’s march, the XI Corps was quickly routed. The surprise was a costly success, however, as Jackson was mortally wounded after being mistakenly fired upon by his own men. 

	Having seized the initiative, half of Lee’s army launched desperate attacks on Hooker’s forces near the Wilderness over the next 2 days, while simultaneously defending against Union attacks around Fredericksburg that pushed the other half of his army back several miles on May 3. Ultimately, Hooker, who may have suffered a concussion during the battle, decided to pull both parts of his army back across the Rappahannock River on May 4, requiring a careful extrication over the next few days as Lee’s army tried to destroy them while they were still on the southern bank of the river.

	Lee’s heavily outnumbered army had just won the most stunning victory of the war, but it cost them Stonewall Jackson. Moreover, the reorganization of the armies and the battle itself played an influential role in the way the Pennsylvania Campaign and the Battle of Gettysburg unfolded later that summer. 

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the campaign and the events that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn about the Battle of Chancellorsville like you never have before.
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	Barlow Knoll, on the northernmost section of the battlefield

	 

	The Battle of Gettysburg (July 1-3, 1863)

	The names of history’s most famous battles still ring in our ears today, their influence immediately understood by all. Marathon lent its name to the world’s most famous race, but it also preserved Western civilization during the First Persian War. Saratoga, won by one of the colonists’ most renowned war heroes before he became his nation’s most vile traitor. Hastings ensured the Normans’ success in England and changed the course of British history. Waterloo, which marked the reshaping of the European continent and Napoleon’s doom, has now become part of the English lexicon. In Charles River Editors’ Greatest Battles in History series, readers can get caught up to speed on history’s greatest battles in the time it takes to finish a commute, while learning interesting facts long forgotten or never known. 

	Without question, the most famous battle of the American Civil War took place outside of the small town of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, which happened to be a transportation hub, serving as the center of a wheel with several roads leading out to other Pennsylvanian towns. From July 1-3, Robert E. Lee’s Confederate Army of Northern Virginia tried everything in its power to decisively defeat George Meade’s Union Army of the Potomac, unleashing ferocious assaults that inflicted nearly 50,000 casualties in all. 

	Day 1 of the battle would have been one of the 25 biggest battles of the Civil War itself, and it ended with a tactical Confederate victory. But over the next two days, Lee would try and fail to dislodge the Union army with attacks on both of its flanks during the second day and Pickett’s Charge on the third and final day. Meade’s stout defense held, barely, repulsing each attempted assault, handing the Union a desperately needed victory that ended up being one of the Civil War’s turning points. 

	After the South had lost the war, the importance of Gettysburg as one of the “high tide” marks of the Confederacy became apparent to everyone, making the battle all the more important in the years after it had been fought. While former Confederate generals cast about for scapegoats, with various officers pointing fingers at Robert E. Lee, James Longstreet, and James Stuart, historians and avid Civil War fans became obsessed with studying and analyzing all the command decisions and army movements during the entire campaign. Despite the saturation of coverage, Americans refuse to grow tired of visiting the battlefield and reliving the biggest battle fought in North America. 

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the entire Pennsylvania campaign, analyzes the decisions made by the battle’s most important leaders, and explains the aftermath of the Union victory and the legacies that were made and tarnished by the battle. Along with bibliographies, maps of the battle, and pictures of important people and places, you will learn about the Battle of Gettysburg like you never have before.
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	The Battle of Chickamauga (September 19-20, 1863)

	“I know Mr. Davis thinks he can do a great many things other men would hesitate to attempt. For instance, he tried to do what God failed to do. He tried to make a soldier of Braxton Bragg.” – General Joseph E. Johnston

	Americans have long been fascinated by the Civil War and its biggest battles, particularly Gettysburg, Antietam, and Shiloh, all of which involved Robert E. Lee or Ulysses S. Grant. But the second biggest battle of the entire war mostly gets overlooked among casual readers, despite the fact it represented the last great chance for the Confederates to salvage the Western theater. 

	In mid-September, the Union Army of the Cumberland under General William Rosecrans had taken Chattanooga, but rather than be pushed out of the action, Army of Tennessee commander Braxton Bragg decided to stop with his 60,000 men and prepare a counterattack south of Chattanooga at a creek named Chickamauga.  To bolster his fire-power, Confederate President Jefferson Davis sent 12,000 additional troops under the command of Lieutenant General James Longstreet, whose corps had just recently fought at Gettysburg in July.    

	On the morning of September 19, 1863, Bragg's men assaulted the Union line, which was established in a wooded area thick with underbrush along the river.  That day and the morning of the next, Bragg continue to pummel Union forces, with the battle devolving from an organized succession of coordinated assaults into what one Union soldier described as “a mad, irregular battle, very much resembling guerrilla warfare on a vast scale in which one army was bushwhacking the other, and wherein all the science and the art of war went for nothing.” 

	Late that second morning, Rosecrans was misinformed that a gap was forming in his front line, so he responded by moving several units forward to shore it up.  What Rosecrans didn’t realize, however, was that in doing so he accidentally created a quarter-mile gap in the Union center, directly in the path of Longstreet’s men.  Described by one of Rosecrans’ own men as “an angry flood,” Longstreet's attack was successful in driving one-third of the Union Army off the field, with Rosecrans himself running all the way to Chattanooga, where he was later found weeping and seeking solace from a staff priest.  

	As the Confederate assault continued, George H. Thomas led the Union left wing against heavy Confederate attack even after nearly half of the Union army abandoned their defenses and retreated from the battlefield, racing toward Chattanooga.  Thomas rallied the remaining parts of the army and formed a defensive stand on Horseshoe Ridge, with more units spontaneously rallying to the new defensive line. Thomas and his men managed to hold until nightfall, when they made an orderly retreat to Chattanooga while the Confederates occupied the surrounding heights, ultimately besieging the city. Dubbed “The Rock of Chickamauga”, Thomas’s heroics ensured that Rosecrans’ army was able to successfully retreat back to Chattanooga.

	In the aftermath of the Battle of Chickamauga, several Confederate generals blamed the number of men lost during what would be the bloodiest battle of the Western Theater on Bragg’s incompetence, also criticizing him for refusing to pursue the escaping Union army. General Longstreet later stated to Jefferson Davis, “Nothing but the hand of God can help as long as we have our present commander.”   

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the campaign and the events that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn about the Battle of Chickamauga like you never have before.
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	The Battle of the Wilderness (May 5-7, 1864)

	“Numbers meant little—in fact, they were frequently an encumbrance on the narrow trails. Visibility was limited, making it extremely difficult for officers to exercise effective control. Attackers could only thrash noisily and blindly forward through the underbrush, perfect targets for the concealed defenders.” – Col. Vincent J. Esposito

	With Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia continuing to frustrate the Union Army of the Potomac’s attempts to take Richmond in 1862 and 1863, President Lincoln shook things up by turning command of all the armies of the United States to Ulysses S. Grant in March 1864. , Lee had won stunning victories at battles like Chancellorsville and Second Bull Run by going on the offensive and taking the strategic initiative, but Grant and Lincoln had no intention of letting him do so anymore. Attaching himself to the Army of the Potomac, Grant ordered Army of the Potomac commander George Meade, "Lee's army is your objective point. Wherever Lee goes, there you will go also."

	 

	From May 5-7, the two most famous generals of the Civil War squared off for the first time. The 100,000 strong Army of the Potomac was double the size of Lee’s hardened but battered Army of Northern Virginia. It was a similar position to the one George McClellan had in 1862 and Joe Hooker had in 1863, and Grant’s first attack, at the Battle of the Wilderness, followed a similar pattern. Nevertheless, Lee proved more than capable on the defensive.

	The Battle of the Wilderness was fought so close to where the Battle of Chancellorsville took place a year earlier that soldiers encountered skeletons that had been buried in shallow graves in 1863. Moreover, the  woods were so thick that neither side could actually see who they were shooting at, and whole brigades at times got lost in the forest. Both armies sustained heavy casualties while Grant kept attempting to move the fighting to a setting more to his advantage, but the heavy forest made coordinated movements almost impossible.

	On May 5 and May 6, both armies attempted desperate attacks and counterattacks to strike a knockout blow, but they were ultimately unable to dislodge each other. Given the terrain and the nature of the fighting, it was one of the most horrendous battles of the war, with some wounded men literally burning to death in fires ignited by the battle that sparked the nearby underbrush and spread rapidly. The defending Confederates technically won a tactical victory by holding their ground, but they did so at a staggering cost, inflicting 17,000 casualties on the Army of the Potomac and suffering 11,000 of their own. 

	On May 7, Grant disengaged his army from the battle. His objective had been frustrated by Lee’s skillful defense, the same position as Hooker at Chancellorsville, McClellan on the Virginian Peninsula, and Burnside after Fredericksburg. His men got the familiar dreadful feeling that they would retreat back toward Washington, as they had too many times before. This time, however, Grant made the fateful decision to keep moving south, inspiring his men by telling them that he was prepared to “fight it out on this line if it takes all Summer.” The Battle of the Wilderness would only be the beginning of the Overland Campaign, not the end of it. 

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the campaign and the events that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn about the Wilderness like you never have before.
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	The Battle of Spotsylvania Court House (May 8-21, 1864)

	“The appalling sight presented was harrowing in the extreme. Our own killed were scattered over a large space near the "angle," while in front of the captured breastworks the enemy's dead, vastly more numerous than our own, were piled upon each other in some places four layers deep, exhibiting every ghastly phase of mutilation. Below the mass of fast-decaying corpses, the convulsive twitching of limbs and the writhing of bodies showed that there were wounded men still alive and struggling to extricate themselves from the horrid entombment. Every relief possible was afforded, but in too many cases it came too late. The place was well named the "Bloody Angle." – Horace Porter, Campaigning with Grant

	At the Battle of the Wilderness (May 5-7, 1864), Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee had fought to a standstill in their first encounter, failing to dislodge each other despite incurring nearly 30,000 casualties between the Union Army of the Potomac and the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Despite the fierce fighting, Grant continued to push his battered but resilient army south, hoping to beat Lee’s army to the crossroads at Spotsylvania Court House, but Lee’s army beat Grant’s to Spotsylvania and began digging in, setting the scene for on and off fighting from May 8-21 that ultimately inflicted more casualties than the Battle of the Wilderness. In fact, with over 32,000 casualties among the two sides, it was the deadliest battle of the Overland Campaign.

	Although the Battle of Spotsylvania technically lasted nearly 2 weeks, it is best remembered for the fighting that took place on May 12 at a salient in the Confederate line manned by Richard S. Ewell’s corps. Known as the Mule Shoe, a Union assault on the salient produced 24 hours of the most savage fighting conducted during the war, forever christening that point in the line as the Bloody Angle. Although Winfield Scott Hancock’s II Corps established a temporary breakthrough, the Confederates were ultimately able to repulse the Union soldiers in bloody hand-to-hand fighting. 

	After their inability to break Lee’s line on May 12, Grant continued to probe Lee’s line for weaknesses, attempting to gain a perceptible advantage. However, by 1864 Civil War soldiers had become adept at digging in and building the kind of trenches that would dominate the fighting of World War I 50 years later. By winning the race to Spotsylvania, the Confederates had enough time to dig in and prepare for the kind of defensive fighting that made assaults futile. On May 20, Grant began the process of disengaging from his lines and marching the Army of the Potomac further south, forcing Lee into another race toward the North Anna River. The two armies had suffered a combined 50,000 casualties in about 15 days of fighting, but the Overland Campaign was still only half finished.

	The 10 Biggest Civil War Battles comprehensively covers the events that led up to the battle, the fighting itself, and the aftermath of the battle. Accounts of the battle by important participants are also included, along with maps of the battle and pictures of important people, places, and events. You will learn about the Battle of Spotsylvania Court House like you never have before.
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The Battle of Shiloh

	Chapter 1: Johnston, Grant, and Sherman 

	 

	In many ways, the Battle of Shiloh determined the Civil War careers of three of the most important generals in the Civil War. 

	 

	Today Albert Sidney Johnston is one of the most overlooked generals of the Civil War, but in April 1862 he was widely considered the Confederacy’s best general. After graduating from West Point, where he befriended classmates Jefferson Davis and Robert E. Lee, Johnston had a distinguished military career that ensured he would play a principal role in the Civil War. 
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	Johnston

	 

	Resigning his Army commission out West in California at the beginning of the war, Johnston made his way to Richmond and arrived on September 5, 1861, just two days after the Confederates in the West had committed their first grievous mistake. After Virginia seceded, both the North and South hoped to have the border slave states on their side, particularly Kentucky and Missouri. Moreover, President Jefferson Davis decided early on upon a strategy that would have the Confederates defend as much Southern territory as they could, despite the fact that stretched their outnumbered forces thinner than they otherwise would have been had they concentrated. 

	 

	As a result, Davis had forces stretched from the Mississippi River as far east as the Allegheny Mountains, with Tennessee being a crucial Confederate defensive location. However, Confederates under the command of Maj. Gen. Leonidas Polk and Brig. Gen. Gideon J. Pillow were moved into the capital of Kentucky on September 3, prompting Kentucky’s governor to request Union assistance to drive the occupiers out of Columbus. With that, Kentucky was destined to remain in the Union fold, no doubt gratifying President Abraham Lincoln, who famously stated, “I hope to have God on my side, but I must have Kentucky.”

	 

	As a remarkably experienced career Army officer, and a personal favorite of Jefferson Davis, it’s no surprise that Johnston received an important post after arriving at Richmond. In fact, he was given command of almost the entire Western theater: “General Albert Sidney Johnston, Confederate States Army, is assigned to the command of Department No. 2, which will hereafter embrace the States of Tennessee and Arkansas, and that part of the State of Mississippi west of the New Orleans, Jackson & Great Northern and Central Railroad; also, the military operations in Kentucky, Missouri, Kansas, and the Indian country immediately west of Missouri and Arkansas. He will repair to Memphis, Tennessee, and assume command, fixing his headquarters at such point as, in his judgment, will best secure the purposes of the command.” Along with that, Johnston was made the second most senior general in the Confederate Army, behind only Adjutant-General Cooper, ahead of Robert E. Lee, Joseph Johnston and P.G.T. Beauregard.  

	 

	Due to the rash actions of more inexperienced officers, Johnston took command in the West at a tenuous time, as noted by his son: “General Johnston had hardly assumed command when he found the Federal armies in possession of nearly the whole of Missouri, and continually menacing Columbus, the left flank of his line in Kentucky, with heavy forces massed at Cairo.” Johnston also quickly learned about the difficulties of trying to raise and organize an army in his department; the governors of the Confederate states were hesitant to marshal soldiers for purposes other than the defense of their native state. 

	 

	Thus, when Johnston entered Kentucky with an army, it was a meager 4,000 strong army, and he still felt compelled to delicately address the state of Kentucky in the wake of Polk’s and Pillow’s mistakes:

	 

	“Proclamation. whereas, the armed occupation of a part of Kentucky by the United States, and the preparations which manifest the intention of their Government to invade the Confederate States through that territory, has imposed it on-these last as a necessity of self-defense to enter that State and meet the invasion upon the best line for military operations; and whereas, it is proper that the motives of the Government of the Confederate States in taking this step should be fully known to the world: now, therefore, I, Albert Sidney Johnston, General and commander of the Western Department of the army of the Confederate States of America, do proclaim that these States have thus marched their troops into Kentucky with no hostile intention toward its people, nor do they desire or seek to control their choice in regard to their Union with either of the Confederacies, or to subjugate their State, or hold its soil against their wishes. On the contrary, they deem it to be the right of the people of Kentucky to determine their own position [in regard to the belligerents. It is for them to say whether they will join either Confederacy, or maintain a separate existence as an independent and sovereign State. The armed occupation of their soil, both as to its extent and duration, will, therefore, be strictly limited by the exigencies of self-defense on the part of the Confederate States. These States intend to conform to all the requirements of public law, and international amity as between themselves and Kentucky, and accordingly I hereby command all who are subject to my orders to pay entire respect to the rights of property and the legal authorities within that State, so far as the same may be compatible with the necessities of self-defense. If it be the desire of the people of Kentucky to maintain a strict and impartial neutrality, then the effort to drive out the lawless intruders who seek to make their State the theatre of War will aid them in the attainment of their wishes. If, as it may not be unreasonable to suppose, those people desire to unite their fortunes with the Confederate States, to whom they are already bound by so many ties of interest, then the appearance and aid of Confederate troops will assist them to make an opportunity for the free and unbiased expression of their will upon the subject. But if it be true, which is not to be presumed, that a majority of those people desire to adhere to the United States and become parties to the War, then none can doubt the right of the other belligerent to meet that War whenever and wherever it may be waged. But harboring no such suspicion, I now declare, in the name of the Government which I serve, that its army shall be withdrawn from Kentucky so soon as there shall be satisfactory evidence of the existence and execution of a like intention on the part of the United States.”

	 

	Meanwhile, Johnston realized it was imperative to build and organize an army. When he had taken command of his large department, he only had about 40,000 total soldiers at his disposal, and they were stretched across a vast amount of territory. Furthermore, there was a general shortage of ammunition and resources. As his son would put it in his biography, “[I]t is thus apparent that the real question to be determined was not as between an offensive and a defensive campaign; this had already been settled by the physical and political considerations mentioned, and by the preponderance in the Federal strength, organization, and resources. The real questions were, how and where to maintain the semblance of a force sufficient for defense until an army could be created.” In addition to taking up defensive positions, Johnston had to content himself to executing raids here and there, all in an attempt to mask his department’s weakness.

	 

	At the beginning of 1862, Johnston had to deal with yet another setback, after inexperienced brigadier generals Felix Zollicoffer and Maj. Gen. George B. Crittenden rashly attacked Union troops along the Cumberland River at the Battle of Mill Springs. Soldiers under the command of Johnston’s former subordinate George H. Thomas sharply repulsed them, inflicting casualties upon about 13% of the Confederate army. After that, Davis ordered P.G.T. Beauregard to the department, in the hopes that his fame from Fort Sumter and First Bull Run would help with recruiting. Around the same time, Johnston took the brigade Davis sent him, which was commanded by General John B. Floyd, and sent him to take command at Fort Donelson with orders to escape if the fort could not be held. 

	One of the men who knew Albert Sidney Johnston from the Mexican-American War was Ulysses S. Grant, who could at best be considered a failed businessman before the Civil War. After the attack on Fort Sumter, support for both the northern and southern cause rose. President Lincoln requested that each loyal state raise regiments for the defense of the Union, with the intent of raising an enormous army that would subdue the rebellion. At the outbreak of the Civil War, Grant felt he had an obligation to fight for the Union.  Presiding over a war meeting in Galena, Illinois, called in response to President Lincoln’s call-to-arms, Grant took responsibility for recruiting, equipping, and drilling the Jo Daviess Guards, a unit named in honor of Major Joseph Hamilton Daviess, who was killed in 1811 at the Battle of Tippecanoe. Grant then accompanied them to Springfield, the state capital, where Governor Richard Yates appointed him an aide and assigned him to duty in the state adjunct general’s office, where his knowledge of military practice helped establish the area units’ mustering procedure.  

	 

	On June 15, 1861, Governor Yates appointed Grant colonel of a decidedly “unruly” regiment called the 21st Illinois Volunteers, which had already driven a lesser-qualified commander into early retirement.  Assigned to northeastern Missouri, Grant was then promoted to brigadier general by President Lincoln, even before he’d engaged the enemy, due to the influence of U. S. Congressman Elihu B. Washburne, from Galena.  Grant chose John A. Rawlins, a local lawyer, to serve as his chief-of-staff.  Rawlins soon became Grant’s closest advisor, critic, defender, and friend.
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	Grant

	 

	In February 1861 while waiting for assignment, William Tecumseh Sherman observed to fellow officers, “Whatever nation gets control of the Ohio, Mississippi, and Missouri Rivers, will control the continent.”1  He was, of course, referring to the strategic advantage these rivers served, flowing north to south into the very heart of the Confederacy; rivers wide enough to ferry vast armies, weapons, and provisions. In early 1861, however, all eyes were on the East, since the capital cities of Washington D.C. and Richmond were within less than 100 miles of each other. After Fort Sumter, the Lincoln Administration pushed for a quick invasion of Virginia, with the intent of defeating Confederate forces and marching toward the Confederate capitol of Richmond. Lincoln pressed Irvin McDowell to push forward. Despite the fact that McDowell knew his troops were inexperienced and unready, pressure from the Washington politicians forced him to launch a premature offensive against Confederate forces in Northern Virginia.  

	 

	Sherman will forever be associated with the Western theater of the Civil War, a legacy that has obscured the fact he first distinguished himself at the First Battle of Bull Run. Once again, fortuitous family connections ensured that Sherman, who had no real combat experience in the Mexican-American War or the 1850s, was placed in command of a brigade, an awfully lofty rank for his background.
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	Sherman

	 

	Nevertheless, Sherman’s natural affinity for logistics helped place him at the head of the 13th U.S. Infantry in General Irvin McDowell's army.  Subsequently, Sherman was present at the first major land battle of the war, the First Battle of Bull Run, when McDowell launched his overly-ambitious plan for a surprise flank attack against Confederate Brigadier General P.G.T. Beauregard. McDowell’s strategy during the First Battle of Bull Run was grand, and in many respects it was similar to the tactics Lee used at the Battle of Chancellorsville. McDowell’s plan called for parts of his army to pin down Confederate soldiers in front while marching another wing of his army around the flank and into the enemy’s rear, rolling up the line. 
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	Beauregard

	 

	Lee’s seasoned Army of Northern Virginia could carry that battleplan out in May 1863, but in July 1861, this proved far too difficult for McDowell’s inexperienced troops to carry out effectively. The Union had few bright spots come out of the First Battle of Bull Run, but Sherman was one of them, or at least so they thought. However, Sherman hardly felt distinguished as a result of the battle. Due to his inability to reform his brigade during the initial retreat, and the overall rout of Union forces as a whole, Sherman questioned his own competence, as well as his responsibility, in the defeat. 

	 

	Sherman may have doubted himself, but his actions at Bull Run earned him recognition and a promotion to the rank of brigadier-general. Sherman was sent to Kentucky in August 1861 to serve as second-in-command to General Robert Anderson, who had been in command of Fort Sumter when the first shots of the war were fired. Sherman wrote, “Of course, I always wanted to go West, and was perfectly willing to go with Anderson, especially in a subordinate capacity.”

	 

	However, in October 1861 Sherman was promoted to the command of the Department of the Cumberland, replacing Anderson, and the feeling of responsibility hit Sherman like a ton of bricks. In his Memoirs, Sherman explained some of the reasons he felt so uneasy in Kentucky. To start, it was a border state that had seen violence between Southern and Northern partisans, including John Brown, in the 1850s, and Sherman was not sure the state was actually pro-Union. Moreover, the Confederates in the area were commanded by Albert Sidney Johnston, who at the time was widely considered one of the best generals on either side, if not the best. Sherman began telling government officials of his concerns, which was at odds with their views, and he reported to his commanding officers that he needed 200,000 men for the Kentucky campaign, a request all his commanders viewed as being out of touch with reality.  

	 

	By early November, Sherman was actually asking to be relieved of command, which the War Department was only too happy to oblige. Relieved of his post, rumors about his mental stability began to circulate; his so-called “eccentric” behavior and suspicion of news reporters leading some newspapers to write articles questioning his sanity and trustworthiness to lead men into battle.  The New York Times reported that “[Sherman’s] ‘disorders’ had removed him, perhaps permanently from his command.” Sherman’s wife, in a message to her brother, noted Sherman seemed to be struck by "that melancholy insanity to which your family is subject." And after being relieved from command, Sherman wrote a disturbing message to his brother John that seemed to confirm the general consensus: “I am so sensible of my disgrace in having exaggerated the force of our enemy in Kentucky that I do think I should have committed suicide were it not for my children.  I do not think that I can again be trusted with command.”2 

	 

	Today, historians speculate that Sherman suffered a nervous breakdown. Thankfully for the general and the North, he regained his senses over the next month. Before the end of 1861, Sherman was placed in the Department of Missouri under General Henry Halleck.  

	Chapter 2: Fort Henry and Fort Donelson

	Despite the loss of Fort Sumter, the North expected a relatively quick victory, and their expectations weren’t unrealistic, given the Union’s overwhelming economic advantages over the South. At the start of the war, the Union had a population of over 22 million. The South had a population of 9 million, nearly 4 million of whom were slaves. Union states contained 90% of the manufacturing capacity of the country and 97% of the weapon manufacturing capacity. Union states also possessed over 70% of the total railroads in the pre-war United States at the start of the war, and the Union also controlled 80% of the shipbuilding capacity of the pre-war United States.

	However, while the Lincoln Administration and most Northerners were preoccupied with trying to capture Richmond in the summer of 1861, it would be the little known Ulysses S. Grant who delivered the Union’s first major victories, over a thousand miles away from Washington. Grant’s new commission led to his command of the District of Southeast Missouri, headquartered at Cairo, after he was appointed by “The Pathfinder”, John C. Fremont, a national celebrity who had run for President in 1856. Fremont was one of many political generals that Lincoln was saddled with, and his political prominence ensured he was given a prominent command as commander of the Department of the West early in the war before running so afoul of the Lincoln Administration that he was court-martialed. 

	 

	Regardless of how Grant got to the position he did, he immediately began to reveal his strategic military competence.  On September 6, 1861, Grant quickly seized a strategic position at Paducah, Kentucky at the mouth of the Tennessee River.  Grant’s men first fought at Belmont, Missouri on November 7, a diversionary attack that proved inconclusive after the Union forces were initially successful but the Confederates were able to quickly rally and hold the field. But had it not been for Grant’s decisiveness, his men may not have gotten out alive.  He was credited with demonstrating exceptional independent initiative, quick decision-making, and fought aggressively to protect his men.  

	 

	 

	Unhappy that his regiment was being used only for defensive and diversionary purposes, in January of 1862, Grant persuaded General Halleck to allow his men to launch a campaign on the Tennessee River.  As soon as Halleck acquiesced, Grant moved against Fort Henry, in close coordination with the naval command of Flag Officer Andrew Hull Foote. The tag team of infantry and naval bombardment helped force the capitulation of Fort Henry on February 6, 1862. 
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	“Old Brains” Halleck

	 

	The surrender of Fort Henry was followed immediately by an attack on Fort Donelson on the Cumberland River that earned Grant his famous nickname “Unconditional Surrender”. Grant’s forces enveloped the Confederate garrison at Fort Donelson, which included Confederate generals Simon Buckner, John Floyd, and Gideon Pillow. In one of the most bungled operations of the war, the Confederate generals tried and failed to open an escape route by attacking Grant’s forces on February 15. Although the initial assault was successful, General Pillow inexplicably chose to have his men pull back into their trenches, ostensibly so they could take more supplies before their escape. Instead, they simply lost all the ground they had taken, and the garrison was cut off yet again. 

	 

	During the early morning hours of February 16, the garrison’s generals held one of the Civil War’s most famous councils of war. Over the protestations of cavalry officer Nathan Bedford Forrest, who insisted the garrison could escape, the three generals agreed to surrender their army, but none of them wanted to be the fall guy. General Floyd was worried that the Union might try him for treason if he was taken captive, so he turned command of the garrison over to General Pillow and escaped with two of his regiments. Pillow had the same concern and turned command over to General Buckner before escaping alone by boat. Meanwhile, Forrest successfully rallied about 700 troops and fought through the siege across the river. 

	 

	Despite all of these successful escapes, General Buckner decided to surrender to Grant. As a long-standing legend describes, when asked for terms of surrender, Grant sent a letter stating, “No terms except an unconditional and immediate surrender.” 3 
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	Forrest 
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	Pillow

	 

	Grant’s campaign was the first major success for the Union, which had already lost the disastrous First Battle of Bull Run in July 1861 and was reorganizing the Army of the Potomac in anticipation of the Peninsula Campaign, which would fail in the summer of 1862. It also exposed the weakness of the outmanned Confederates, who were stretched too thin. But rather than admit weakness in public, Johnston instead personally took the blame. After he had to withdraw from Nashville in late February and let it fall to Don Carlos Buell’s Union army on February 25, 1862, there were public calls for Johnston’s removal. Naturally, his friend Jefferson Davis had his back, stating, "If Sidney Johnston is not a general, we had better give up the war, for we have no general."

	 

	Privately, Johnston wrote a memorandum detailing some of the problems that were plaguing his command in late 1861 and early 1862:

	“I took command at Bowling Green on the 28th day of October, 1861, the force being nearly 12,000 men. From the best information we could get, the forces of the enemy were estimated at nearly twice the number of our own when I assumed command. There were many reasons why Bowling Green was held and fortified. It was a good base of military operations; was a proper depot for supplies; was capable, if fortified, of being held against largely superior numbers. If the army should be such that a forward movement was practicable, it could be held by a garrison, and our effective force be left free to operate against an enemy in the field. It was in supporting distance of Tennessee, from and through which reinforcements and munitions must come, if the people of Kentucky should be either hostile or neutral. My force was too weak and too illy appointed to advance against greatly superior numbers, perfectly equipped and provided, and being much more rapidly reinforced than my own. Our advance into Kentucky had not been met by the enthusiastic uprising of friends, which we, and many in and out of that State, had believed would take place. Arms were scarce, and we had none to give them. No prudent commander would thus hazard the fate of an entire army, so much weaker than the enemy, and dependent upon support not certain to come, and wanting in arms and discipline if it should. 

	Muldrough's Hill possessed no strategic importance, was worthless as a base of operations, and I had ordered General Buckner, in the first place, not to advance to that position, because the Green River, flowing directly across the line between Bowling Green and Muldrough's Hill, and being navigable, gave the enemy every desirable facility to cut the line in two in the rear of any force at Muldrough's Hill. Buckner's force was small, was illy armed, had no transportation except by rail, was deficient in many necessary appointments for making a campaign, and many of his men were fresh from home and wholly undisciplined. The enemy's forces increased much more rapidly than Buckner's; and the ratio of increase was fully preserved after I took command.”

	Chapter 3: The Armies Catch Their Breath

	 

	Grant had just secured Union command of precious control over much of the Mississippi River and much of Kentucky and Tennessee, but that would prove to be merely a prelude to the Battle of Shiloh, which at the time would be the biggest battle ever fought on the continent. After the victories at Fort Henry and Fort Donelson, Grant was now at the head of the Army of the Tennessee, which was about 45,000 strong and firmly encamped at Pittsburg Landing on the western side of the Tennessee River. And despite all the negative rumors about Sherman, Grant placed him at the head of a a new division of recruits assigned to accompany Grant’s army to Pittsburg Landing, Tennessee. Grant had just salvaged Sherman’s career, and Sherman was about to return the favor.

	 

	With Grant situated along the Tennessee River, his department head, Henry “Old Brains” Halleck, ordered Don Carlos Buell’s army to join Grant’s, thereby concentrating their armies before launching an offensive.  Before they could launch their offensive, however, the Confederates, under the command of Johnston, would launch their own. The losses of the two forts had dismayed the Confederates, making President Davis too eager to try to regain momentum by quickly launching an offensive in an attempt to wrest control of Tennessee from the Union. 

	 

	Near the end of February, Johnston reported his dispositions to the Confederate government:

	“Headquarters, Western Department, Murfreesboro, Tennessee, February 27, 1862.

	Sir: The fall of Fort Donelson compelled me to withdraw the forces under my command from the north bank of the Cumberland, and to abandon the defense of Nashville, which, but for that disaster, it was my intention to protect to the utmost. Not more than 11,000 effective men were left under my command to oppose a column of General Buell's of not less than 40,000 troops moving by Bowling Green, while another superior force under General Thomas outflanked me to the east, and the armies from Fort Donelson, with the gunboats and transports, had it in their power to ascend the Cumberland, now swollen by recent floods, so as to interrupt all communications with the south. 

	The situation left me no alternative but to evacuate Nashville or sacrifice the army. By remaining, the place would have been unnecessarily subjected to destruction, as it is very indefensible, and no adequate force would have been left to keep the enemy in check in Tennessee.  

	Under the circumstances I moved the main body of my command to this place on the 17th and 18th instant, and left a brigade under General Floyd to bring on such stores and property as were at Nashville, with instructions to remain until the approach of the enemy, and then to rejoin me. This has been in a great measure effected, and nearly all the stores would have been saved, but for the heavy and unusual rains which have washed away the bridges, swept away portions of the railroad, and rendered transportation almost impossible. General Floyd has arrived here. The rear-guard left Nashville on the night of the 23d. Edgefield, on the north bank of the Cumberland, opposite the city, was occupied yesterday by the advanced pickets of the enemy. I have remained here for the purpose of augmenting my forces and securing the transportation of the public stores. By the junction of the command of General Crittenden and the fugitives from Fort Donelson, which have been reorganized as far as practicable, the force now under my command will amount to about 17,000 men. General Floyd, with a force of some 2,500 men, has been ordered to Chattanooga to defend the approaches toward North Alabama and Georgia, and the communications between the Mississippi and the Atlantic, and with the view to increase his forces by such troops as may be sent forward from the neighboring States. The quartermaster's, commissary's, and ordnance stores which are not required for immediate use have been ordered to Chattanooga, and those which will be necessary on the march have been forwarded to Huntsville and Decatur. I have ordered a depot to be established at Atlanta for the manufacture of supplies for the quartermaster's department, and also a laboratory for the manufacture of percussion-caps and ordnance-stores, and, at Chattanooga, depots for distribution of these supplies. The machinery will be immediately sent forward. 

	Considering the peculiar topography of this State, and the great power which the enemy's means afford them upon the Tennessee and Cumberland, it will be seen that the force under my command cannot successfully cover the whole line against the advance of the enemy. I am compelled to elect whether he shall be permitted to occupy Middle Tennessee, or turn Columbus, take Memphis, and open the valley of the Mississippi. To me the defense of the valley seems of paramount importance, and consequently I will move this corps of the army, of which I have assumed the immediate command, toward the left bank of the Tennessee, crossing the river near Decatur, in order to enable me to cooperate or unite with General Beauregard for the defense of Memphis and the Mississippi. The department has sent eight regiments to Knoxville for the defense of East Tennessee, and the protection of that region will be confided to them and such additional forces as may be hereafter sent from the adjacent States. General Buckner was ordered by the department to take command of the troops at Knoxville, but, as at that time he was in presence of the enemy, the order was not fulfilled. 

	As it would be almost impossible for me under present circumstances to superintend the operations at Knoxville and Chattanooga, I would respectfully suggest that the local commanders at those points should receive orders from the department directly, or be allowed to exercise their discretion. 

	I have the honor to remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

	A. S. Johnston, General C. S. A. 

	In the middle of March, Johnston was in the process of linking up the armies in his department and consolidating them into one fighting force that would approach about 55,000 soldiers, making his army nearly the equal of Grant’s. The Confederate forces were linking up at Corinth, Georgia, only about 20 miles away from Grant’s army. Thus, it would not take much time for Johnston to launch his offensive north against Grant, hopefully before Buell could link up with his army. On March 18, Johnston wrote to Davis:

	“The enemy are now at Nashville, about 50,000 strong, advancing in this direction by Columbia. He has also forces, according to the report of General Bragg, landing at Pittsburg, from 25,000 to 50,000, and moving in the direction of Purdy. 

	This army corps, moving to join Bragg, is about 20,000 strong. Two brigades, Hindman's and Wood's, are, I suppose, at Corinth. One regiment of Hardee's division (Lieutenant-Colonel Patton commanding) is moving by cars to-day (20th March), and Statham's brigade (Crittenden's division). The brigade will halt at Iuka, the regiment at Burnsville; Cleburne's brigade, Hardee's division, except regiment, at Burnsville; and Carroll's brigade, Crittenden's division, and Helm's cavalry, at Tuscumbia; Bowen's brigade at Cortland; Breckinridge's brigade, here; the regiments of cavalry of Adams and Wharton, on the opposite bank of the river; Scott's Louisiana regiment at Pulaski, sending forward supplies; Morgan's cavalry at Shelbyville, ordered on. 

	To-morrow, Breckinridge's brigade will go to Corinth; then Bowen's. When these pass Tuscumbia and Iuka, transportation will be ready there for the other troops to follow immediately from those points, and, if necessary, from Burnsville. The cavalry will cross and move forward as soon as their trains can be passed over the railroad-bridge. 

	I have troubled you with these details, as I cannot properly communicate them by telegram. 
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