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INTRODUCTION

Edmond Moore Hamilton (1904–1977) was an American writer of science fiction. Hamilton’s career as a science fiction writer began with the publication of a short story, “The Monster God of Mamurth,” in the August 1926 issue of Weird Tales. (Although Weird Tales is now best remembered as a fantasy and horror magazine, it published science fiction in its early issues, too. The term “science fiction” had not even been coined yet, and fantastic stories were lumped together.)

Hamilton quickly became a stalwart of the writers for Weird Tales, who included H. P. Lovecraft, Robert E. Howard, Seabury Quinn, and many more. Other the years, WT published 79 works by Hamilton between 1926 and 1948, making him one of the magazine's most prolific contributors. (The most prolific was Seabury Quinn.) Through the pulp magazines,Hamilton became friend with many other writers, including E. Hoffmann Price, Otis Adelbert Kline, and Jack Williamson.

Expanding his markets, Hamilton wrote for all of the science fiction pulp magazines publishing. He also contributed horror and thriller stories to magazines outside the fantastic field. He was most popular as an author of space opera, a subgenre he created along with E.E. “Doc” Smith. 

Writing fast and well, Hamilton often had multiple stories on the newsstands at any given time. He was the primary force behind the Captain Future science fiction magazine. It was designed for juvenile readers and won him many young fans, but diminished his reputation in later years when science fiction moved away from space opera. Hamilton was always associated with an extravagant, romantic, high-adventure style of science fiction, perhaps best represented by his 1947 novel The Star Kings. As the science fiction field grew more sophisticated, his brand of extreme adventure seemed ever more quaint, corny, and dated.

In 1942 Hamilton began writing for DC Comics, most notably Superman and Batman. His first comics story was “Bandits in Toyland” in Batman #11 (June–July 1942). He was instrumental in the early growth of the Legion of Super-Heroes feature, as one of its first regular writers. He introduced many of the early Legion concepts including the Time Trapper in Adventure Comics #317 (Feb. 1964)[11] and Timber Wolf in Adventure Comics #327 (Dec. 1964). His story "The Clash of Cape and Cowl" in World's Finest Comics #153 (Nov. 1965) is the source of an Internet meme in which Batman slaps Robin. 

Hamilton retired from comics in1966.

* * * *

On December 31, 1946, Hamilton married fellow science fiction author (and screenwriter) Leigh Brackett in San Gabriel, California, and moved with her to Kinsman, Ohio. Afterward, he would produce some of his best work, including his novels The Star of Life (1947), The Valley of Creation (1948), City at World's End (1951) and The Haunted Stars (1960). In this more mature phase of his career, Hamilton moved away from the romantic and fantastic elements of his earlier fiction to create some unsentimental and realistic stories, such as “What's It Like Out There?” (Thrilling Wonder Stories, December 1952), his single most frequently-reprinted and anthologized work.

Though Hamilton and Leigh Brackett worked side by side for a quarter-century, they rarely shared the task of authorship; their single formal collaboration, Stark and the Star Kings, originally intended for Harlan Ellison's The Last Dangerous Visions, would not appear in print until 2005.

Edmond Hamilton died February 1, 1977 in Lancaster, California, of complications following kidney surgery. In the year before his death, Toei Animation had launched production of an anime adaptation of his Captain Future novels and Tsuburaya Productions adapted Star Wolf into a tokusatsu series. Both series were aired on Japanese television in 1978. The Captain Future adaptation was later exported to Europe, winning Hamilton a new and different fan base than the one that had acclaimed him half a century before, notably in France, Italy, and Germany.

A fitting end to a truly amazing career.

—John Betancourt

Cabin John, Maryland


CHAPTER 1

As he gunned his plane northward through the night, Price thought of the roller-coaster when he’d been a kid, of how you went faster and faster until you hit the big plunge.

Well, he was on the big plunge now. And what would end this roller-coaster ride—prison, or escape, or a crash? It had to be one of those.

He was to remember that, later. He was to think later that it was well he didn’t dream the fantastic fate he was really racing toward....

He looked down, and there was only blackness. The deserts of California and Nevada are dark and wide, and he was keeping well away from the airways beacons and the main highways.

He kept the Beechcraft as high as he could. He was flying without lights, but with what they already had against him, that minor infraction wasn’t important. He kept looking back, expecting every minute to see the red-and-green winglights of Border Patrol planes coming up on his tail.

If he was lucky, if he slipped them long enough, if he crossed north without being sighted by the passenger planes that shuttled between Las Vegas and Los Angeles, he might just make it to Bill Willerman’s and get the Beechcraft under cover. If—if—if—

There was another if, Price thought bitterly. If he’d had any brains, he wouldn’t be in this spot at all.

He turned on the radio. He flipped the dial around, getting loud music from a Vegas hotel, then a political speech, then more music—and then a news broadcast. As he’d expected, he was at the top of the news.

“—so that even while Arnolfo Ruiz, firebrand revolutionary exile, is under arrest by Mexican police, United States authorities are conducting an intensive air-dragnet search for the American pilot who smuggled Ruiz across the border. That unknown pilot is known to have returned across the border an hour ago, and police of three states have been alerted.

“The AEC announces that its next test will be that of an experimental small new H-bomb whose effects will be studied for—”

Price savagely cut the radio. He damned the announcer, and Ruiz, and himself. Most of all, himself.

He’d acted like a halfwit. Because a smooth talker had given him a phony story about a secret business trip, he had smuggled the most dangerous trouble-maker in the hemisphere down into a friendly republic. Who would believe he hadn’t known? He had done it, and pressure from Washington would make sure that he got full pay for his folly.

He might as well look the truth in the face. If it hadn’t been this, it would have been something else. He’d been playing the fool for years, ever since Korea. Other fliers had come home from there and taken up their jobs again, but a job had been too dull for him; he’d drifted along with the fast-buck fly-boys out for fun and excitement, hauling hunting and fishing parties, spending the profits in bordertown bars, going broke and starting over again—and now finally this. His roller-coaster ride was about over.

It would be over for good if he didn’t reach Willerman’s ranch before daylight. Bill would hide the plane for him. He’d saved Bill’s neck a couple of times in the old days, and he could depend on him. But he had to reach him, first.




































































OEBPS/CoverDesign.jpg
CITADEL OF THE STAR LORDS

gdmand Hamclion






OEBPS/navtoc.xhtml


    

    Table of Contents





    

    		

        Table of Contents

    



    		

        CITADEL OF THE STAR LORDS

    



    		

        COPYRIGHT INFORMATION

    



    		

        INTRODUCTION

    



    		

        CHAPTER 1

    



    		

        CHAPTER II

    



    		

        CHAPTER III

    



    		

        CHAPTER IV

    



    		

        CHAPTER V

    



    		

        CHAPTER VI

    



    		

        CHAPTER VII

    



    		

        CHAPTER VIII

    



    		

        CHAPTER IX

    



    



    

    

    Guide



    

    		

        Table of Contents

    



    



    





