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Declaration of Independence In Congress, July 4, 1776 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America states: 

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation… He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions….” 





Introduction

As the US Declaration, presented above, refers to the Native people of this continent as “merciless savages,” it’s all but impossible to counter such misguided rhetoric, but this book will try to do just that.

First is the obvious: “savages” should never be used to refer to any indigenous peoples, North American, or otherwise. It is horrible, false, and obviously demeaning.

Secondarily, the same might be said about “Indians” generally. Personally, I don’t think that you should avoid the term at all times. For example, if you are making a historical reference (like pointing to the “Indian Civilization Act” of 1819) use of the term Indian is not only appropriate it is required to insure historical accuracy.

At the same time, use of the term American Indian will not raise many critical eyebrows; nor will the use of Aboriginal People (the Canadian Constitutional choice), but, at the same time, you should avoid “Aborigines” as a general term, as this is an Australian “legal term” for the continent’s indigenous people.

So, in that context, Indigenous People, used as a general collective term, is also an acceptable term for the people “indigenous” to this hemisphere.
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