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			Preface

			This book will guide you in toward an in-depth understanding of how to use Adobe Firefly to create visual elements, such as images, and text effects, edit photos, and explore color ideas by using prompts to extend your capabilities in using generative AI for developing conceptual art and design, creating assets much faster without needing to learn complex procedures.

			Who this book is for

			This book is for anyone who wants to harness the power of generative AI imagery, whether you are a beginner designer, educator, or a seasoned creative professional who wants to explore how you can produce images and design elements that will enable you to upskill your visual communication skills, visual thinking, and leverage Adobe’s promising technology, preparing you to future-proof your career in this era of rapidly evolving, democratized creativity.

			What this book covers

			Chapter 1, Getting Started with Adobe Firefly, introduces Adobe Firefly together with existing models that will enable you to understand how it works, how to access it using an Adobe ID, get to know the best plans for subscribing, manage how generative credits are being used, and tag what you create with Content Credentials.

			Chapter 2, Using the Text to image Module, takes a deep dive into what prompting is, how it works, using suggestions, dealing with important settings such as image aspect ratio, content type, applying styles, and how you can share, download, and extend your workflow to Adobe Express directly in Firefly.

			Chapter 3, Editing Images Faster using Generative Fill, explores how we can edit images faster using Generative Fill, and we will be generating images on top of existing pixels, removing unnecessary ones, changing brush settings, downloading, and even handing them off for further processing in Adobe Express.

			Chapter 4, Creating Stylistic Text Effects in Adobe Express, shows us how to create and customize stylistic text effects and explores every possible setting we can use to make unique and great-looking outputs, exclusively in Adobe Express.

			Chapter 5, Exploring Color Options with Generative Recolor, shows us how to generate color variations based on custom prompts, explore with ready-made sample prompts, check out color harmonies, and download images, all inside Adobe Illustrator.

			Chapter 6, Accessing Adobe Firefly in Photoshop and Illustrator, shows us how to apply what we have learned in the Firefly web browser to Creative Cloud desktop apps, such as Photoshop and Illustrator, while using it within Adobe Express and Adobe Stock.

			Chapter 7, Accessing Adobe Firefly in Adobe Express and Adobe Stock, shows us how we can use Firefly features such as Text to Image, Generative Fill, and Text to Template within Adobe Express, as well as Text to image in Adobe Stock.

			Chapter 8, Beyond Firefly, shows us how to access additional resources such as Substance 3D Firefly features, check what upcoming features coming to Adobe Firefly, learn techniques such as captioning images and example prompts, how to get help and community links, together with tips for learning more about Adobe Firefly.

			To get the most out of this book

			Basic knowledge of computing operations such as logging in to web services, visual thinking skills, and beginner-level prompting of words with an appreciation of art and design; basic knowledge of using apps such as Photoshop, Illustrator, and Express is an advantage.
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			Supported file Formats are JPG, PNG, WebP (Generative Fill) SVG - Generative Recolor, JPG, PNG, WebP, and HEIC (Text to Generative Match).

			If you are using the digital version of this book, we advise you to type the code yourself or access the code from the book’s GitHub repository (a link is available in the next section). Doing so will help you avoid any potential errors related to the copying and pasting of code.

			Download the color images

			We also provide a PDF file that has color images of screenshots and diagrams used in the book. You can download it here: https://static.packt-cdn.com/downloads/9781835084281_ColorImages.pdf.

			Conventions used

			There are a number of text conventions used throughout this book.

			Prompts appear like this:

			
Rainbow colored splash of paint
pixel art with retro color palette
shiny black and gold liquid drip
			Bold: Indicates a new term, an important word, or words that you see onscreen. For instance, words in menus or dialog boxes appear in bold. Here is an example: “Click on the Generate button in the Generative fill section, as seen in Figure 3.2.”

			Tips or important notes

			Appear like this.

			Get in touch

			Feedback from our readers is always welcome.

			General feedback: If you have questions about any aspect of this book, email us at customercare@packtpub.com and mention the book title in the subject of your message.

			Errata: Although we have taken every care to ensure the accuracy of our content, mistakes do happen. If you have found a mistake in this book, we would be grateful if you would report this to us. Please visit www.packtpub.com/support/errata and fill in the form.

			Piracy: If you come across any illegal copies of our works in any form on the internet, we would be grateful if you would provide us with the location address or website name. Please contact us at copyright@packtpub.com with a link to the material.

			If you are interested in becoming an author: If there is a topic that you have expertise in and you are interested in either writing or contributing to a book, please visit authors.packtpub.com.

			Share Your Thoughts

			Once you’ve read Extending Creativity with Adobe Firefly, we’d love to hear your thoughts! Please click here to go straight to the Amazon review page for this book and share your feedback.

			Your review is important to us and the tech community and will help us make sure we’re delivering excellent quality content.

			Download a free PDF copy of this book

			Thanks for purchasing this book!

			Do you like to read on the go but are unable to carry your print books everywhere?

			Is your eBook purchase not compatible with the device of your choice?

			Don’t worry, now with every Packt book you get a DRM-free PDF version of that book at no cost.

			Read anywhere, any place, on any device. Search, copy, and paste code from your favorite technical books directly into your application. 

			The perks don’t stop there, you can get exclusive access to discounts, newsletters, and great free content in your inbox daily

			Follow these simple steps to get the benefits:

			
					Scan the QR code or visit the link below:
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			https://packt.link/free-ebook/9781835084281

			
					Submit your proof of purchase.

					That’s it! We’ll send your free PDF and other benefits to your email directly!

			

		

	


		
			Part 1:Meet Adobe Firefly

			Welcome to Extending Creativity with Adobe Firefly. This book is divided into two parts: the first part deals with the fundamental modules that will enable you to understand how generative AI is slowly being implemented from the web browser into other Adobe applications that you use in your day-to-day creative activities.

			This part will cover the following chapters:

			
					Chapter 1, Getting Started with Adobe Firefly

					Chapter 2, Using the Text to image Module

					Chapter 3, Editing Images Faster using Generative Fill

					Chapter 4, Creating Stylistic Text Effects in Adobe Express

					Chapter 5, Exploring Color Options with Generative Recolor
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			Getting Started with Adobe Firefly

			Welcome to the world of generative AI imagery! Exciting times are coming ahead as we enable ourselves to generate unique images, use text effects, and edit images faster at speeds that we never experienced before, all while having fun in the creation process.

			Let’s appreciate how Adobe Firefly can offer you a design copilot or a second creative brain, which will help you brainstorm lots of content ideas, saving you time and allowing you to focus on being creative.

			In this chapter, we will get acquainted with accessing Adobe Firefly in your browser and get an overview of the existing models that it has to offer. We will navigate specific sections of the interface to get more functions that will benefit you along the way, discover how generative credits work, and learn how Content Credentials will help you protect yourself and your outputs along the way. 

			Here is a brief overview of what we will cover:

			
					Getting an in-depth background on how to use the Adobe Firefly web service

					Learning how Generative Credits work together with your existing Creative Cloud subscription

					Understanding Content Credentials impact your output as final assets

			

			Learning how to use Adobe Firefly

			Adobe Firefly is a standalone web application that enables you to ideate, create, and improve your current creative workflow using generative AI. You can use prompts to easily visualize and bring life to your thoughts and translate them into visual elements, such as images and text effects, by generating color variations and replacing specific portions of existing photos to your liking. Some notable affiliations of Firefly can be seen in NVIDIA Picasso, Google Gemini, and Adobe Experience Manager, respectively. We will discuss these in Chapter 8.

			It aims to enhance the creative process by augmenting your use of Adobe Photoshop for faster image compositing, creating vector drawings in Adobe Illustrator, full integration with Adobe Express for faster content creation, and searching for that next great photo in Adobe Stock.

			It is trained using openly licensed and public domain content, making it safe for commercial use while keeping together a compensation model for creators to thrive in monetizing their contributions and protecting them in the process.

			Why use Adobe Firefly?

			Adobe has been putting effort into making generative AI accessible to all with the following considerations in mind:

			
					Ethical considerations: They train models to adhere to licensed content within Adobe Stock and public domain content where copyright has already expired making it commercially safe. They have also initiated the Content Authenticity Initiative (CAI), pushing industry standards for the use of responsive generative AI to media, tech companies, NGOs, academics, and others. You can learn more about CAI here: https://contentauthenticity.org/how-it-works.

					Functionality and ease of use: It is tightly integrated to streamline, using a simplified approach without the need for a high level of technical knowledge to implement.

					Updates and support: You can expect regular updates, bug fixes, and customer support, making it dependable as a design tool for your upcoming design projects.

					Cutting-edge features: There are a lot of upcoming technologies coming to Creative Cloud subscribers, such as video, 3D features, and other labor-intensive tasks such as animation.

			

			Choosing between free and premium plans

			You can access Adobe Firefly in a myriad of ways, from no cost to monthly or annually, with included generative AI credits.

			There are two main kinds of plans within Adobe Firefly:

			
					Free plan: There’s no need for a credit card; you only need to register using an active email address. With this plan, you get 25 monthly credits.

					Premium plan: This requires a payment method and costs 4.99 USD on a monthly basis. With it, you get 100 monthly generative credits, Adobe Fonts Free, and no watermarks on images generated by Firefly.

			

			My advice is to first try the free plan for users who are beginning to explore how they can incorporate generative AI into their workflow. I am using the Creative Cloud All Apps subscription plan, so everything is included.

			Whether you are using the free plan or premium plan, you will have generative credits. This is because using generative AI can be process intensive and demand computation costs, and each time you hit the Generate button, a lot of this is happening in the background.

			When you hit the Generate button, try to do a page refresh, or use the Load more button; it will automatically debit against your generative credits.

			You can check the latest up-to-date information on this using this link: https://helpx.adobe.com/firefly/using/generative-credits.html.

			Accessing Adobe Firefly in the browser

			To begin, let us make sure that you have an Adobe ID account, which will enable you to access the web service, for you to get started. You can open your browser and type in the address bar firefly.adobe.com and press Enter (Windows) or Return (macOS).

			
				
					[image: Figure 1.1 – The Adobe Firefly website home page]
				

			

			Figure 1.1 – The Adobe Firefly website home page

			Let’s learn what specific options we have in the menu system to get the most out of what Adobe Firefly has to offer.

			Here is the description of the menu items that are labeled in the preceding screenshot:

			
					Home: This enables you to discover all of the models available in Adobe Firefly.

					Community: Here, you can discover and get inspired by community-submitted creations curated by the Firefly team for everyone to see. You can also submit your own creations and access them.

					Favorites: Save your creations and you will find all of them compiled in this directory, enabling you to access them anytime with any device when you log in with your account.

					About: This opens the official website for Adobe Firefly with lots of information regarding Adobe Sensei and other related topics.

					Help: Get more in-depth technical information about Adobe Firefly such as data and content usage.

			

			How to log in using an Adobe ID in Firefly

			Logging into Adobe Firefly is as simple as the following steps:

			
					Click the Sign in button in the top-right corner of the website (firefly.adobe.com). Signing in with an Adobe ID doesn’t cost a thing – it’s totally free!

					Create your Adobe ID for you to get additional functionalities, such as saving favorites. Use an existing one that you have or create a new one. There are also options to use your Gmail, Facebook, or Apple credentials, which may be stored in your internet browser, for your ease of use.

			

			Upon clicking your desired choice, you now have access to the Adobe Firefly website. You can now access the modules (Figure 1.2).

			
				
					[image: Figure 1.2 – An overview of all modules available in Adobe Firefly when you sign in]
				

			

			Figure 1.2 – An overview of all modules available in Adobe Firefly when you sign in

			Exploring modules and menu options in Adobe Firefly

			We will now discuss various input modules:

			
					Text to image: Produce compelling visuals for your social media posts, posters, flyers, and beyond effortlessly using the Text to image module in Adobe Firefly.
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