
[image: no cover]


George Owen Baxter
The Boy Who Found Christmas
Warsaw 2017



Contents
I. THE LAND OF NO WORK
II. THE QUESTION
III. I MEET THE JUDGE
IV. THE JUDGE CONFIDES IN ME
V. THE LADY IN FURS
VI. GETTING INSIDE
VII. I SEE SANTA CLAUS
VIII. IN THE GARDEN
IX. UNDERGROUND WORK
X. THE OPEN ROAD


I. THE LAND OF NO WORK
WHEN I asked the judge about writing this, he said: The way to begin, Lew, is to start out like this I, the Kid, alias the Oklahoma Kid, alias Oklahoma, alias Lew, being twelve years of age and in my right mind, do affirm that

Judge, I said, hand it to me straight, will you?

The judge scratched his chin and said: Tell them the whole truth and nothing but the truth. Then he winked. So Im doing just what he said: telling the whole truth and nothing but the truth–with a wink.

I was born on Black Friday. The same day, my mother died and my dad lost his job. Them two things took the heart of him. She was a black-haired Riley, and he was a red-headed Maloney, and, when she died, everything went wrong for Dad. He never did no good for himself nor nobody else after that. The only way I remember him was when I was four or five years old. He used to put me on the bar and drink to me and tell me I was to grow up past six feet with a punch in both fists. The booze got him.
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