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        Part of Simply Charly’s wonderful Great Lives series, this engaging portrait of Gaius Julius Caesar explores not only the legendary general and statesman, but the complex, charismatic, and often controversial human being behind the myth. From his military conquests and political transformations to his writings, personal relationships, and enduring influence on leaders like Napoleon Bonaparte, this concise volume weaves together vivid storytelling, thorough analysis, and visuals to illuminate Caesar’s genius and ambition, as well as his flaws. Whether you’re a student of history or a curious reader, this compelling biography offers insight into one of history’s most remarkable figures and the lasting shadow he casts on our world.

        AEXANDER MIKABERIDZE, PROFESSOR OF HISTORY AND RUTH HERRING NOEL ENDOWED CHAIR FOR THE CURATORSHIP OF THE JAMES SMITH NOEL COLLECTION AT LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY IN SHREVEPORT

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        To paraphrase David’s favorite most recent former U.S. President, Joe Biden, “If there were not a Julius Caesar, we’d have to invent one.” He’s the man for all seasons: reformer and tyrant, seducer and statesman, butcher and visionary. Want a villain? He’s got the resume. Prefer a brilliant general who writes better than his ghostwriters? He’s that too. Caesar straddles myth and memory like no one else—part Alexander, part Jesus, part proto-Napoleon—and this book captures the full spectrum of his life in a punchy, readable style. Markham and Zarzeczny cut through centuries of hype and hagiography with clarity, wit, and just enough swordplay to keep the Ides sharp. If you’ve ever wondered how one man could make the Republic collapse and still get a month named after him, Simply Caesar delivers.

        CAMERON REILLY, CO-HOST, LIFE OF CAESAR PODCAST

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Markham and  Zarzeczny, following their Simply Napoleon, have now added Simply Caesar. Just as the first book followed the life and career of Napoleon, Simply Caesar does the same for the Great Roman military leader and dictator. Like the first, it is easy to read and follow and reintroduces us to Pompey, Cleopatra, Octavian, and, of course, Brutus. The chapters on sources and further reading help those looking to expand their knowledge of the great Roman leader. It is a pleasure to read and a great place to start one’s research into this remarkable historical figure and why he influenced so many leaders who came after him.

        DR. DAVID STEFANCIC, PROFESSOR OF EUROPEAN HISTORY-EMERITUS, SAINT MARY'S COLLEGE-NOTRE DAME

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Simply Caesar is an excellent introduction to the life of the extraordinary Julius Caesar. Markham and Zarzeczny have crafted an easy-to-read biography that covers the major events and relationships of Caesar’s lifetime. I would recommend Simply Caesar to those who are just beginning their journey into learning about Caesar, as it is an easy read.  But I would also recommend it to those who are quite well read on the subject, as Simply Caesar is full of details I hadn’t read about in other biographies of Caesar.

        NATHAN D. JENSEN, FELLOW OF THE INTERNATIONAL NAPOLEONIC SOCIETY AND FOUNDER OF WWW.FRENCHEMPIRE.NET

      

      

      

      

      
        
        
        Packed with helpful diagrams, explanations, illustrations, and appendices, Simply Caesar is a rich compendium of information, analysis, and informed speculation. Written in a straightforward, accessible style—like all the Simply Charly Great Lives books—and including sufficient historical context to enable an understanding of the Rome that led to Caesar’s rise as well as the aftermath of his assassination, Simply Caesar is engaging enough for the casual reader but written by professional historians with reference and classroom use in mind. Simply Caesar offers a Julius Caesar for everyone.

        YVONNE BRUCE, INSTRUCTOR OF ENGLISH, JOHN CARROLL UNIVERSITY
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      Simply Charly’s Great Lives series offers concise yet deeply insightful introductions to the world’s most influential thinkers and creators—scientists, artists, writers, economists, and other extraordinary figures whose ideas and achievements continue to shape our world.

      Each book opens a window into the life and mind of its subject: their work, their inspirations, the pivotal moments that defined them, and the obstacles they overcame along the way. You’ll also find glimpses of their lesser-known sides—the quirks, contradictions, and private battles that make genius feel unmistakably human.

      Written by leading scholars and experts who have spent years studying their subjects, these volumes move far beyond the familiar timeline of “greatest hits.” They delve deeply into the thought processes, struggles, and pivotal moments that propelled these figures toward their most enduring contributions.

      The Great Lives series brings clarity and depth to complex lives, transforming historical icons into vivid, relatable individuals whose ambitions and doubts mirror our own.

      Ultimately, we hope that these books do more than inform—that they inspire. Because the best stories of extraordinary lives don’t just teach us about the past; they remind us what’s possible in our own.

      
        
        Charles Carlini

        New York City
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      Nearly two thousand years after the incredible life of Gaius Julius Caesar (July 12 or 13, 100 BC–March 15, 44 BC), an admirer who attempted to live a somewhat parallel life often reflected on his illustrious predecessor. This admirer, none other than Napoléon Bonaparte (August 15, 1769–May 5, 1821), regarded Caesar as a general “who possessed intellect and character to an equally high degree” and as one of “the great captains whose high deeds history has transmitted to us.” Indeed, like Napoleon, Caesar is one of an elite group of humans only comparable to a handful of others who excelled above their peers in multiple realms practically simultaneously.
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        Figure 1. A 19th-century engraving of a painting depicting Julius Caesar leading a procession of history’s great conquerors, including Alexander the Great and Napoleon, over masses of dead bodies, symbolizing the suffering they caused.

      

      Both Caesar and Napoleon are perhaps best known for their military exploits, followed by their political careers, which extended beyond their European homelands to influence a wider world. Yet their various romances with captivating women have also provided generations of novelists and screenwriters with sufficiently risqué subject matter to entrance readers and audience members up to the present day. Caesar and Napoleon, among others, dabbled in producing multiple literary works and embarked on numerous reforms with far-reaching consequences, even intervening in religious matters. While many more people have influenced human history in their specialized fields, individuals like Caesar and Napoleon were not confined to just one or two disciplines. Both men were also reformers who sought to transform the places in which they lived. Both also sought to improve the lives of the common people, giving them greater opportunities to advance, and to some degree, they were successful at both. This rare achievement was not lost on their contemporaries or on those who have lived over the centuries that followed. It is often said that more books have been written about Napoleon than about anyone else in history. But writings about Caesar are also numerous and continue to appear some two centuries after his death. 

      When Greek biographer Plutarch (AD 46–after AD 119), writing during the height of the Roman Empire, wrote his Lives of the Noble Greeks and Romans, commonly called Parallel Lives, he identified a parallel between Alexander the Great of Macedon (July 20/21, 356 BC–June 10/11, 323 BC) and Caesar. To some extent, the parallel seems apt, as both men led their respective civilizations on military campaigns that spread from Europe to Africa and Asia. And yes, when considering the extent of influence on subsequent civilization, the military triumphs, the still-captivating romances, the political ambitions, and the use of religion as a means of power, we do see some parallels between Alexander and Caesar, as well as with Napoleon.

      
        
          [image: Figure 2. An 1885 illustration depicting the fall of empires: a Roman figure (Caesar) falls from a pillar of conquered lands, followed by Napoleon falling toward St. Helena. In the foreground, John Bull stands precariously atop a pillar of British territories supported by weaponry.]
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