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      Introduction

      “Hello, readers! Top reporter for Hagun Academy’s newspaper club, Kusakabe Kagami here!”

      “...Along with her friend, Alisuin Nagi.”

      “Thank you all for being such devoted fans of our newspaper! Today, we’ve got a special issue for all of you, packed full of fun little stories that didn’t make the publication cut in our main issues.”

      “Hey, Kagamin? How come I’m here when I’m not even part of the newspaper club?”

      “Every good reporter needs an assistant.”

      “Yes, but why me?”

      “Ohhh, the pain! My back still stings where you stabbed me!”

      “O-Okay, okay, I’ll help! I’m sorry!”

      “Oho ho, what an obedient assistant. Now then, enough of our comedy skit. Let’s reveal the first of these special stories. This one takes place right after the first Seven Stars Battle Festival selection match, when the nameless Worst One defeated the infamous Hunter.”

      “That was quite some time ago.”

      “Really takes you back, doesn’t it? That match was what put Senpai on the map. This particular story has nothing to do with his meteoric rise in popularity, though. But enough blabbing, I’ll let you see what it’s about for yourselves!”

      Chapter 1: The Princess Gets A Culture Shock

      Martial might is a crude and savage thing. One need only look at a clenched fist to intuit that immediately. There is no beauty in a fist, only the promise of overwhelming violence. A fist exists for one purpose: to defeat one’s enemies. It has no need for elegance or grace. It is a tool to survive in this harsh and uncaring world. There is no room for aesthetics.

      And yet, over thousands of years, humanity has transformed basic martial might into an art form. Thus, we now have martial arts. What separates martial arts from simple violence is the ideals and knowledge that make up their core. Do you wish to defeat your foes? Protect your loved ones? Everyone fights for their own reasons, and there is a martial art suited to each and every one of them. By granting a purpose and a goal to violence, it transforms from a wild, savage force to a beautiful art.

      Today, too, Kurogane Ikki was in Hagun Academy’s courtyard, putting his swordsmanship on display. His form was pristine, and watching him, one could truly see what made martial arts an art form. He was fighting five foes in an impromptu mock battle, and they all charged him at once.

      “Raaaaah!”

      “You’re mine!”
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