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Introduction

	Lots of people are collecting things. Interest in collecting objects appears from an early age. For example, collecting coins, books, stamps, and stones is of interest to adults and growing children. Over the years, many lose interest and leave this occupation, but the most avid collectors turn their hobby into professional collecting.

	Hobby - as a kind of occupation is called today, attracts a lot of people. Collecting minerals and stones is a hobby that does not require a certain time of day. Although some types of collectables depend on science, knowledge of any skills is not always required, as many items of the same type make for a rather amazing composition.

	Collectors are the people on whom the value of a collection depends. There are many types of collectables, such as collecting coins, recipes, stones, minerals, and unique collections. Among them are stones and minerals, the unique sets that require special attention from the owner. Many people are interested in collecting different stones of different colors. The collection of stones is one of the most unusual collections. The colors and shapes of these stones are unique and unusual. Often this is done by those who are passionate about history and geology. Stones are collected both from the Earth's surface and from under it. Collecting stones and minerals is an activity that will allow you not to make large investments. But knowing about all types of stones and minerals, a good collector can gain a lot of value from this collection because each found stone or mineral has its origin history. There are many types of stones. For example, the same type of stone can change geometric shapes over time and composition, as they are affected by the weather. And also, it is on this that the shape and color of the stone depend. They tell the whole truth about the past. Those separate stones, without touching foreign objects, are well stored. Geologists are especially interested in minerals. Knowing the history of the finds will allow us to determine the time of origin of both minerals and stones. For collectors, all minerals and stones are described, and the vessels where they are stored have inscriptions with names.

	Collecting stones and minerals is an amazing and interesting hobby that attracts adults and cute children. But besides a hobby, collections can bring not a small and quite tangible income. Whatever type of collecting a person does is always interesting and profitable.

	Collecting stones is considered one of the most unique and unusual activities most people enjoy. Many people think that collecting stones is more suitable for young children, as they are always interested in finding and collecting stones of different colors and sizes. It is always easily accessible and exciting. But not only children are engaged in collecting stones. People who are related to geology are fond of this type of activity.
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	[image: What Is Rockhounding: An Intro To My Favorite Hobby (Rock Hunting)]There are many individuals that collect items. Collecting interests start to emerge at a young age. For instance, both adults and developing youngsters find pleasure in collecting money, books, stamps, and stones. Many collectors lose interest and quit their jobs over time, while the most devoted ones transform their pastime into a career. 

	Nowadays, a kind of work known as a "hobby" draws a lot of interest. It is not necessary to collect minerals and stones at a certain time of day. Even though some collectibles are based on science, you don't always need to know a lot about it because a collection of many of the same kind can be very beautiful even if you don't. 

	There are many different kinds of collectibles, including currency, recipes, stones, minerals, and specialty collection collecting. Among them are stones and minerals, particularly those that need the owner to give them more care. A lot of individuals are interested in collecting various stones in various hues. One of the strangest collections is the one of stones. These stones have uncommon and distinctive hues and forms. People who are enthusiastic about history and geology often do this. Both the Earth's surface and its interior are mined for stones. You may avoid making significant expenditures by participating in the collection of stones and minerals. A knowledgeable collector, however, may derive great value from this collection since each discovered stone or mineral has a unique origin story. Stones come in a variety of varieties. For instance, due to weathering, the geometric forms of a given kind of stone might alter with time and composition. Additionally, the form and color of the stone are dependent on this. Regarding the past, they are completely honest. Without coming into contact with outside items, the stones are kept apart. Minerals are of particular importance to geologists. By understanding the history of the findings, we will be able to pinpoint the period of origin for both minerals and stones. All minerals and stones are written down for collectors, and their storage containers are marked with their names. 

	Adults and adorable kids alike are drawn to the intriguing and fascinating pastime of collecting stones and minerals. But apart from being a pastime, collecting may provide a sizeable and noticeable source of revenue. A person may always find something intriguing and lucrative to accumulate. 

	One of the most strange and uncommon pastimes that most people like is stone collecting. Since young children are always interested in locating and collecting stones of all colors and sizes, many people believe that collecting stones is a hobby better suited for them. It is always convenient and thrilling. However, adults also participate in stone collection. Geology-related individuals like these kinds of activities. 


A Brief History of Rockhounding

	

	[image: How to Start Rockhounding: The Ultimate Beginner's Guide – How to Find Rocks]Throughout history, the roles that gemstones, crystals, and minerals have played (gemstones and crystals, especially) have been visible. From the time of the Romans to Greece, and even Persia and Egypt, one thing you can easily see is that gemstones and crystals have been a part of all the phases of human evolution. Scientific studies and documentation have proven that the age of gemstones, from the time they were actually formed within the earth, ranges from millions to billions of years ago. Sitting pretty at the top of this chart are diamonds recorded to have formed deep within the earth’s crust over 3 billion years ago. On the other hand, Sapphire is considered a much younger gemstone because they were formed deep within the earth’s crust just a little over 150 million years ago.

	According to scientific evidence, the oldest gemstone formed on Earth is called zircon, which was discovered in Australia in 2001. Studies on this gemstone revealed that it has existed for over 4.4 billion years, despite the fact that it was only discovered in 2001.

	People have consciously tried to unravel the mysteries behind these precious stones and find as many of them as possible since the first discovery of gemstones. As a result, if you do extensive research on the subject of finding precious stones, you will most likely come across many interesting dates. Here are a few examples.

	Around 3600 BC, a Chinese text mentioned an intriguing discovery that had recently been made. These texts praised the Jade gemstone’s radiance, beauty, and utility.

	The Lapis Lazuli was the first gemstone mined by the people of modern Afghanistan’s Hindy Kush region. This occurred during what is known as the Neolithic period. Lapis Lazuli is best known for its rich, deep blue color and calming properties. Since then, this gemstone has grown in popularity around the world.

	Following the discovery of Lapis Lazuli, the Egyptians were the first to make use of it. According to research, Egyptians used it to create other gemstones around 4000 BC. In addition, Amethyst was used.

	The first use of gemstones in Ancient Greece and Rome occurred between 1600 BC and 500 BC, when even civilians had access to some. As a result, in addition to the reserved ones for royalty only, citizens and ordinary people had access to some other gemstones on which they lived, made jewelry, and gifted themselves.

	What’s more intriguing about gemstones is how each civilization seemed to have a different use for them. Surprisingly, the same stones used for one purpose in China could be used for a completely different purpose in Ancient Greece. When transported to Egypt, the same stone would fit a completely different mold. In a nutshell, this is how precious stones (especially gemstones and crystals) were used in ancient times.

	The Egyptians appeared to be gifted in terms of what and how they used their precious stones. For example, King Tutankhamun’s tomb was discovered in 1922, despite the fact that it was built in 1324 BC. As archeologists explored this tomb in search of answers about the Ancient Egyptian Dynasty, one of the most striking features was how the paintings on the walls of this well-formed tomb were adorned with precious stones. Their necklaces, earrings, and bangles were colored blue, red, and yellow to represent various gemstones. The question was quickly answered when King Tut’s immortalized body was exhumed and discovered to be encrusted in precious stones of all kinds, including gold amulets, Red asper, and Lapis Lazuli. His highly coveted burial mask was a treasure in its own right, cast in gold and inlaid with other precious stones. Amazonite, Quartz, Carnelian, Turquoise, and a variety of other stones were also used in the construction of that architectural marvel. This demonstrates how much the ancient Egyptians valued the art surrounding gemstones.

	Grecians have always been known to pursue whatever deeply piques their fancy, and their love of gemstones was no exception. As early as 1600 BC, they began importing precious stones such as emeralds, sapphires, and rubies from nearby (and even distant) regions such as Sri Lanka, the East, and India. They progressed from simply importing these precious stones to using them to fashion jewelry in a relatively short period of time. At this point, the use of precious stones was fairly common in Greece. As a result, you could easily walk into a Grecian market and buy whichever one you desired. The only difference was that some precious stones (such as the most expensive diamonds) were reserved for the upper crust and those who could afford them. Soon enough, Greece became the center of attraction for gemstones and other forms of art. Because of Alexander the Great’s influence, Grecian jewelry became a major source of income for the empire at the time, as merchants from all over the world came to buy them and export them to other parts of the world.

	If you refuse to discuss the role of the Roman empire in bringing the world to where it actually is today, modern history will be incomplete. Since its inception, the Roman empire has been regarded as wealthy and powerful. This is why it actually came as no surprise that the Romans were among the first to have these precious stones in their world. They had access to some of the world’s finest gemstones as early as 700BC, and this continued for the next millennium. Because they had unrestricted access to these fine stones, Roman jewelers quickly became known for their work with gemstones. They quickly became known for creating some of the most breathtaking jewelry at the time. This went on for a long time. One of the most actual-notable features of the Romans was that their men were known to wear rings on all ten fingers. These rings were not made solely of uninteresting metals. They were mostly embellished with precious stones such as colored Quartz, Amethyst, Lapis Lazuli, and Onyx.

	According to the Chinese, the only gemstone that has done it for them is jade. These gemstones, known for their brilliant white and yellow hues, were reserved for the upper crust of Chinese society and those with the means to purchase them. Although many other gemstones were scattered throughout their civilization and even came in handy when compared to Jade, they never seemed to hold a candle to them.

	The use of gemstones began to spread across the Middle East in more recent times (the 1700s). Around the same time, research into how gemstones can be used for purposes other than beauty and fashioning materials began. The healing powers of these gemstones began to be revealed as a result of research conducted by independent clerics and scholars.

	Gemstones were soon used as a means of identification as well. That is where the idea of birthstones originated. The Europeans of the 1700s believed that assigning stones that represented the month of birth was an easy way to tell people apart. That is the foundation upon which the study of zodiac signs is built.

	Archaeologists have discovered mines where ancient civilizations harvested various rocks and minerals all over the world. The oldest known mine is thought to be approximately 43 thousand years old. Lapis lazuli and turquoise, both estimated to be 5,000 years old, are currently mined in Afghanistan and Iraq, respectively. 

	What exactly did these prehistoric people do with their looted treasures? While rocks and minerals have been used in a variety of ways throughout history, the most common early applications include tool manufacturing, weapons, cosmetics, jewelry, other aesthetics, and medicine. 

	 


What is Rockhounding?

	[image: My BEST ROCKHOUNDING FINDS of 2020 | One Year Of Hunting Montana Gemstones  and Minerals - YouTube]

	I believe there are actually two kinds of people in this world: those born to do stuff and those born to learn things. Fortunately, rock collecting is suitable for both types; In fact, there are rockhounds who love to go out there and collect rocks and minerals, and there are rockhounds who likes to spend quality time reading guides about gems and stones. However, if you need a bit more motivation to get out there, here are my favorites. 

	First of all, no experience is needed to become a successful rock collector. Another great feature of rockhounding is that it is inexpensive. Some people will cross the world just to reach a specific location, while other rockhounds never leave the country. It is up to you, and that is something I really like about it. If I have to say, my favorite reason for rock-hunting is that it gets me outside. 


Getting Started with Rockhound

	If you’re interested in having fun but are overwhelmed by the sheer amount of information available, this guide is for you. 

	Safety First

	After learning about the history and motivations for rockhounding, you’re almost ready to learn about the tools and equipment you’ll need. Rockhounding is a fun and rewarding hobby. That being said, there are actually a few key factors to consider as well as precautions to ensure a positive, safe experience.

	Weather

	Understand the weather forecast so you can pack and prepare accordingly. Snow can obstruct access to a site, so knowing the snow level at a given location is useful. Heat can make digging for long periods of time dangerous, so be prepared to provide some shade, have plenty of water on hand, and plan breaks between digging. I’ve seen people go to the high desert in the summer wearing only shorts, believing that the desert is naturally hot, only to discover that the desert can get very cold at night. Rain in certain areas can make driving to a site hazardous; you may become stuck in mud or slide off the road along the way. It’s always better to be actually safe than sorry.

	Animals

	North America has a wide variety of animals, and spotting them in the wild is one of the many bonuses to rockhounding. However, some can be dangerous. Even if you’re unlikely to see a dangerous animal, let alone have any sort of problem with one, it helps to be prepared. Be sure to read the following details on specific North American animals and what to do should you actually encounter them.

	Mammals

	Many large predatory mammals live in North America, including bears, mountain lions, bobcats, wolves, and coyotes. While these animals generally avoid humans, you can never be too cautious or prepared. Use proper food-storage techniques, especially if you live in a bear-infested area. These curious animals can be drawn in by the scent and accessibility of food.

	Reptiles

	Snakes that are venomous can be found all over the continent. Cottonmouths are the most dangerous, but rattlesnakes and eastern coral snakes are also dangerous. Keep in mind that even non-venomous snakes can lash out if they feel threatened. While rattlesnakes are easily identified by their distinctive tails, it is useful to understand how to distinguish between venomous and nonvenomous snakes and how to treat a snakebite caused by either type. In case of a bite, bring any recommended first aid supplies. 

	Insects As many rockhounds can attest, there are plenty of creepy-crawly insects in every corner of North America that can be poisonous, painful, or just plain obnoxious to be around.

	Many plants in North America can be problematic for rockhounds. When poison oak, poison ivy, wood nettle, stinging nettle, poison sumac, and ragweed are touched, they cause minor to severe skin irritation. Brambles, devil’s club, and cacti can also be bothersome. If you’re going to be poking around near potentially harmful plants, dress appropriately. Many plants are poisonous as well; never eat anything you find in the wild unless you are absolutely certain it is safe.

	Tools

	There is a proper way to use each implement you bring along to aid in your rockhounding adventures. Know your equipment and how it’s meant to be used to avoid any potential malfunctions or injury. For example, never use a regular carpenter’s hammer to smash rocks. They are not tempered the same as geology hammers and can splinter, sending shards of metal everywhere. 

	People

	Whether rockhounding close to home or in a more remote location, be aware of your surroundings at all times. You’re not always alone. You may accidentally stumble onto private land or a digging site someone else has claimed. 

	Rules and Regulations

	The rules and regulations governing where you can travel and what you can do in certain areas vary by state and province. It is your responsibility to understand what land you are on and the laws that apply to that land.
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