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CRICUT EXPLORE AIR 2

	

	

	

	The Ultimate Beginners Guide to Master Your Cricut Explore Air 2, Design Space and Tips and Tricks to Realize Your Project Ideas with illustrations and pictures

	 


Emily Maker

	 


Introduction

	

	

	The Cricut Explore Air 2 can be regarded as an electronic cutter or a personal crafting machine which can be used in the cutting of different materials such as the cardstock, vinyl, Faux leather, Magnet sheets, sticker paper, Vellum, Fabric, Sticker Paper, etc.  

	The Cricut Explore Air 2 can make use of the pen and markers in writing, drawing as well as scoring your project with a nifty score tool. The machine can also be used in printing and cutting, as well. 

	The Cricut Explore Air 2 is an electronic cutting machine that makes use of a precise blade as well as series of rollers in cutting out images, just anything you can imagine. It is used in cutting out fancy paper shapes as well as fonts that came on cartridges.  

	The Cricut Explore Air has evolved, and now instead of making use of the cartridges, they have a library of cut files. You can also get your files uploaded and then cut them. The good thing about the machine now is that you can design your project with the use of the Cricut Design Space software, after which the material to be used is placed on the cutting mat before confirming the settings, and you are then good to go. 

	It is now able to provide a platform where it can be used for drawing, scoring, and engraving; it can be used on over a hundred materials. It is designed to cut whatever material you are working with correctly. 

	This machine can be used for scrapbooking a sphere, DIY, decoration designs, party ideas, crafts etc. 

	Unboxing the Cricut Explore Air 2 Machine 

	After purchasing the Cricut Explore Air 2 machine, it is essential to make sure it has all its accessories completely boxed in, and nothing is missing. If you find anything missing, you are advised to return it to where it was purchased or simply contact the Cricut support and inform them about the missing accessories.  

	A complete packaged Cricut Explore Air 2 machine should have the following items in it: 

	
	● Cricut Explore Air 2  

	● Instruction manual 

	● Cricut cutting mat 

	● Cutting blade 

	● Silver pen and the accessory adapter 

	● Power and the USB cords 

	● The Cardstock and the Vinyl samples 



	

	It is to be noted that we have different kinds available, and depending on the kits you purchased, your Cricut Explore Air 2 machine might come with extra items included in it. The following are different kind of packages available for the Cricut Explore Air 2 machine: 

	
	● Ultimate Kit 

	● Tools Kit 

	● Vinyl starter Kit 

	● Complete Starter Kit 

	● The Premium Vinyl  



	Different parts of the Cricut Explore Air 2 

	Cutting Mat 

	The Cutting Mat gives a platform on how the materials are going to be laid into the Cricut Machine. It helps in getting the material securely placed by being sticky, holds on firmly to the material. 

	Tool Cup 

	The tool cup is the part that holds scissors, pens, and other Cricut tools in use. The pen is used by getting the accessory clamp A opened and dropping in the pen down into it, after which the clamp is then closed. 

	Accessory Storage Compartments 

	Apart from the Tool Cup, the Cricut Explore Air 2 machine is made up of two compartments which are also used in holding tools, these are: 

	
	● Smaller Compartment 

	● Larger Compartment 



	

	The smaller compartment is positioned at the left for holding additional blade housings, the accessory adapter as well as the blades. The smaller chamber is made up of a magnetic strip for securely keeping the replacement blades and prevents it from rolling. 

	The larger compartment is used to store longer tools and pens. 

	Accessory Clamp A  

	The accessory clamp A comes pre-installed as the accessory adapter, and the pen for drawing instead for having to cut can be inserted through this part. It also helps in holding the scoring blades. 

	Blade Clamp A  

	Cricut Explore Air Machine has the Blade clamp A already pre-installed in them. The replacement or the removal of bits of vinyl can also be done here. 

	Smart Set dial  

	The Cricut Explore Air machine, through its fast mode of operation, enables the user to turn and indicate which material is to be cut with the twice fast mode with the use of the Smart Set dial. All you need to do is to rotate the Smart Set dial and choose the material you will be cutting. 

	Removing and Replacing the Accessory and the Blade clamps of the Cricut Explore Air Machine 

	To remove the accessory clamp or blade, pull open the lever, after which you will then get the metal housing pulled out. 

	The blade is positioned seated inside; having a tiny plunger on the top, pressing this down will reveal the blade which is held out magnetically.  

	To get the blade replaced, if the need arises, all you have to do is to get the blade pulled out and drop the new blade in. 

	 


What Is Cricut?

	

	

	Cricut is a popular brand of machine roaming each time in the country. It's a unique and exciting gadget used by lots of people who wish to make amazing and creative projects. As of these days, you will find 3 distinct versions of Cricut: The Cricut Create Machine, top Cricut Expression not to mention, the starting version Cricut Personal Electronic Cutter Machine.  

	The Cricut machine has been developed for a wide range of factors. Currently most people may believe that this device is exclusively for creating scrapbooks but it's not. The Cricut machine may be utilized for good deal more of things than creating scrapbooks. In case you appear closes in a Cricut machine and also you let your creativity go crazy, you are able to think of lots of great Cricut suggestions that will help you've a supply of existing or even easy give the personal satisfaction of yours.  

	Before accentuating concerning what Cricut is able to help the culture, let's check out the brief history of its. Cricut was initially manufactured by a big business called Provo Craft which was previously a tiny shop. Approximately forty years back, airers4you of Provo Craft began as a local store in the tiny town of Provo, Utah. With their creativity and resourcefulness, airers4you finally expanded after the number of years. Nowadays, they now have a total of 10 retailers with almost as 200,000-foot distribution facility.  

	Should you glance at the standard Cricut machine, it is like the look of an inkjet printer? 

	Nevertheless, it doesn't require a laptop to be operated at all. Also an average individual is able to utilize the function of its since you do not need programming talents too. Among its perks include being light-weight.  

	The blade of its may even cut thin and thick papers ranging between one inch as well as 5.5 inches in height.  

	Cricut just weighs 12 pounds which includes the power adapter probably. Moreover, you are able to actually carry it wherever for example party gatherings or maybe case presentations since it's a transportable product. With their smooth and unique design, it'll regularly seem suitable to the crafting workplace.  

	It is able to cut from one to 5.5 inches but that is not the sole feature it contains. It is able to also lower- Positive Many Meanings - titles and borders almost as 11 inches in length, thus, which makes it a great match to a newspaper with a dimension of 12x12 inches. Unlike any other brands, Cricut's primary facet is keeping the ability to cut a great deal of materials. Cricut may also cut a newspaper which has a broad range of up to 0.5 mm dense. Fortunately, Provo Craft has supplied extra components like designer papers pads as well as cardstock pads which may be utilized along with Cricut cartridges. In reality, these 2 various forms of papers are made to get a great match with Cricut.  Present Models 

	These versions are now compatible with the present cricut design space program. 

	Cricut research 1 

	The explore it's really a wired die cutting tool which can cut an assortment of materials from paper to cloth and much more. Be aware: there's a wireless bluetooth adapter available for sale individually. This machine just had one instrument slot machine compared with other currently supported versions which have 2. 

	Cricut research air 

	The explore air is really a wireless die cutting machine that may cut many different materials from paper to cloth and much more. This system is basically the same as its next iteration, aside from the home and slower cutting skills. 

	Cricut maker 

	The maker is your sole cricut machine which supports the usage of a blade for cutting edge cloth directly, and also a steering wheel with varying pressure to score heavier papers compared to the initial scoring stylus. 

	Cricut expression 

	The cricut expression® provides several benefits over the former version. To begin with, it permits users to reduce shapes and fonts in a variety between 1/4" into 231/2", and has a 12" x 12" cutting edge with flexible slides so users no longer will need to trim down their media to 6" x 12". It cuts a larger assortment of substances, such as vellum, cloth, chipboard, vinyl, and thin foils. Additionally, it offers an lcd display to preview the job, and contains features such amount and auto-fill. Even a"paper saver" style and selection of portrait or landscape orientation also have been included. The fundamental version has two capsules within the buy, plantin schoolbook along with accent essentials. 

	Cricut picture 

	This system was completely unique because it had an hp 97 ink jet printer built to it that it may either cut and publish pictures. This system had a revamped touch screen interface, also has been extremely big and heavy. The device had a very short lifetime of nearly 1 year. 

	Cricut expression two 

	The cricut length 2 includes an upgraded exterior from that the cricut expression. It includes a 12" x 12" cutting mat. This system doesn't have the keyboard the first cricut along with also the cricut expression consumed. Rather it sports a brand new full-color lcd touch display. The lcd touch screen shows the computer keyboard on the display and lets you view where your pictures are going to be on the mat before cutting. Additionally, it has the newest characteristic of independent picture sizing and picture turning directly over the lcd display. 

	Cricut mini 

	The cricut mini is a tiny private electronic cutting machine. Unlike another cricut machines it simply works using a pc, it cannot cut pictures standing independently. You need to utilize cricut craft room layout computer software. The cricut mini includes over 500 pictures which are automatically unlocked once you join your cricut using all the cricut craft room design applications or your cricut gypsy apparatus. The machine will not have a cartridge jack that's compatible with cricut cartridges except that the cricut picture capsules. The cricut mini also offers a exceptional mat dimensions of 8.5" x 12". The cricut mini may cut pictures in a selection of 1/4" into 11 1/2". Even the cricut mini relied solely on utilizing cricut craft room, a computer software which no longer works. Of the legacy cricut machines, the mini is the only person which is outdated and not usable at all. As no recourse has been supplied to the clients who had bought cartridges for that system, provo-craft has become the focus of several complaints for clients who had been left without a recourse with this sudden pressured'sun-setting' of this machine. 

	Cartridges 

	Designs are produced from components saved on capsules . Each cartridge includes a computer keyboard overlay and education booklet. The plastic computer keyboard overlay suggests key collections for this chance only. Nevertheless lately provo craft has published a"universal overlay" which can be used with cartridges released after august 1, 2013. The objective of the universal overlay would be to simplify the practice of clipping by simply needing to learn 1 keyboard overlay rather than being required to find out the overlay for every individual cartridge. Designs could be cut on a pc using all the cricut design studio applications, on a USB attached gypsy device, or could be directly inputted onto the cricut device employing the computer keyboard overlay. There are two forms of cartridges font and shape. Each cartridge has many different creative attributes which could allow for countless distinct cuts from only 1 cartridge. There are over 275 capsules which can be found (separately from the system), including shapes and fonts, together with new ones added each month. A cartridge bought for a stop machine is very likely to turn into useless in the point that the machine is stopped. Cricut reserves the right to stop support for a number of versions of the applications at any moment, which may make some capsules instantly obsolete. 

	
		What Can Be A Cricut Machine? 



	 The Cricut Explore Air is really a die-cutting system (aka craft plotter or cutting-edge system). You can Consider it such as a printer; you also make an image or layout in your own personal computer and Then ship it to your device. Except that Rather than printing your layout, the Cricut machine cuts out of whatever substance you desire! The cricut research air can reduce paper, vinyl, cloth, craft foam, decal paper, faux leather, and longer! 

	In reality, if you would like to utilize a cricut just like a printer, then it may do this also! There's an attachment slot on your system and you're able to load a mark in there after which possess the cricut"draw" the layout for you. It is ideal for obtaining a stunning handwritten look if your design is not all that good.  

	The cricut explore air may reduce stuff around 12″ broad and includes a little cutting blade mounted within the system. When you are prepared to cut out something, you load the stuff on a sticky mat and then load the mat to your machine. The mat holds the material in place while the cricut blade moves over the substance and cuts . If it finishes, then you unload the mat in the machine, then peel off your project the mat, and then you are all set to move! 

	Using a cricut system, the options are infinite! All you want is a cricut system, design space, some thing to reduce, along with your creativity! 

	What could I do with a cricut machine? 

	There are a lot of things you can perform using a cricut device! There is no way that I could list all of the possibilities, however, here are a couple popular kinds of jobs to provide you a good concept about exactly what the machine could perform. 

	· cut out interesting shapes and letters to get cartoon 

	· make habit, handmade cards for any specific event (here is an illustration) 

	· layout a onesie or some t-shirt (here is an illustration) 

	· create a leather necklace 

	· create buntings and other party decorations 

	· make your own stencils for painting (here is an illustration) 

	· create a plastic decal for your vehicle window 

	· tag material on your cabinet, or in a playroom 

	· make monogram cushions 

	· make your own christmas decorations (here is an illustration) 

	· address an envelope 

	· decorate a mugcup, or tumbler (here is an illustration) 

	· etch glass at house (here is an illustration) 

	· make your own wall stickers 

	· create a painted wooden signal 

	· create your own window 

	· cut appliqués or quilt squares 

	· produce stickers to get a rack mixer 

	...and plenty of different jobs which are too many to list!

	 


How to Set Up Your Cricut Machine 

	

	

	Using a Cricut machine is a very simple task and does not require a lot of effort. It is relatively short and compact as a printer, so it does not need a lot of space to sit. However, the machine needs to have some space, approximately 10 inches, both front, and back, to allow free movement of the rollers. It is not heavy and can be easily placed on a desk or a crafting table. The computer which you will use should have the Design Space software installed. After purchasing a brand new Cricut maker, take note of the contents of the box. The device comes with the power cords, one mat, and a blade. Following are the instructions to set up the machine: 

	
		How to Plug in the Device? 



	 First, the Cricut machine needs to be plugged into the computer and also the power outlet. Use the USB cable provided to connect the computer to the machine. Next to the USB cable, the power port should be connected to both the outlet and the device, also provided in the packaging. Now press the ON button on the machine. It will illuminate to indicate that it is working.  

	[image: 00004.jpeg]

	
		How to Load/Unload the Mat? 



	For placing your material to cut it on the mat, it's important to know the placement. First, the mat’s cover should be removed and placed elsewhere. The Cricut maker comes with a blue LightGrip mat, which is used for cutting paper mainly. The match will be slightly sticky for good placement of the material. When loading, the material should be placed in the top left corner of the mat. Be sure to press down gently so that the material could be evened out. Place the top of the mat in the guides of the machine. Gently press on the rollers and press the load/to unload the button on top of the Cricut. Once loaded up, the software will tell you the next step. After the project has been finished, the material needs to be unloaded. Press on the load/unload button and take out the mat from the machine. The right way to remove the material from the mat is that it should be placed on a straight surface, and the mat should be peeled off. The remaining scraps can be peeled off by a scrapper or a tweezer. 

	

	
		How To Load/Unload Cricut Pen? 



	For loading a pen, the machine needs to be opened to show the two clamps. For placement of the pen, clamp A needs to be opened up. Remove the cap on the pen and place it so that the arrow on the pen is facing the front. Gently pull clamp an upwards when placing the pen. Place the pen inside clamp until the arrow disappears, and a click sound is heard. To unload a pen, simply open up clamp A and remove the pen by upward motion. If you do not remove the pen, the machine will not be close, and the pen’s cap cannot be put on.  

	  

	[image: 00005.jpeg]

	Recently, new specialized pens are available called the Infusible Ink Pen and markers. They work in by sublimation process, completely fusing the ink onto the material. It is best for Iron-on. The difference between it and regular pens is that they leave a thicker line. They also come in in two variations: traditional and neon. Heating is required to use this instrument, which can be achieved by Cricut Easy Press. For using it, first select a blank slot and fit in pen, any blank slot can fit the pens. Then draw your design on design space or by hand. Make sure the image size is according to the Cricut Easy Press. Then place a laser paper on to the Cricut Maker or Cricut Explorer. Now use the Infusible Ink to draw in the design. Now transfer the image to Cricut Easy Press and follow its guidelines.  

	[image: Pen Set, Metallic (5 ct.)]

	

	
		How To Load/Unload Blades? 



	A Fine point blade comes already place inside the machine when the package is opened. If the project requires a changing of the blade, then first, you need to unload the blade. Open up accessory clamp B and pull it upwards gently. Then pull the blade out of the machine. When putting another blade, i.e., rotary blade, make sure that the gears fit evenly. Once placed, it will give a click sound. Whenever someone is doing a project, the Cricut Maker automatically checks if the right blade is placed. With QuickSwap housing available, it is easier to change blades. Simply press on the housing tip to loosen its grip, and then slide or remove the blades.  
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		How to Load/Unload a Scoring Stylus? 



	To load and unload a scoring stylus is just as loading and uploading the pen. Open up the accessory clamp A and put the pen tip downwards, while holding up the clamp gently. Place it in until the arrow disappears, and a click sound is made. Now close the clamp and follow the instructions in the software. Once the scoring is completed, the scoring pen needs to be unloaded. Open up the clamp and remove the pen by pulling it upwards. 

	  

	[image: Scoring Stylus]

	
		How To Load or Unload Cartridges? 



	Cricut Explorer comes with the feature of using cartridges. To use a cartridge first, you need to open up Design Space using our Cricut account. Open up the green account button and click on the link cartridge option. A new page will open, which is the link cartridge window. Now turn on the Cricut Explorer and put the cartridge in the cartridge slot. The cartridge label should be facing forward, and it should be fully set. When the software air recognizes the cartridge in the device, then click ‘link cartridge’ at the lower right corner of the screen. The screen will confirm whether the cartridge has been linked or not. Now the cartridge can be safely removed. To access the cartridges files, first, you should open Design Space with your Cricut ID. Then click on the ownership icon and select purchased. Now find the cartridge that you are looking for. To insert the items in your cartridge onto a design, on the Design Space window, click on insert and search for the cartridge by name or click on the cartridge icon.  

	
		How to Load or Unload a Debossing Tool? 



	Debossing tool, also called a debossing tip, is used to press on the materials giving it an everlasting imprint. Instead of a solid end, it has a rollerball which allows the color to slide onto the material rather than dragging on. This feature gives sharp images and opens up new possibilities. It is used in the Cricut Maker. It goes into the Quickswap housing and like any other blade into clamp B.  
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		How to Cut Vinyl from A Cricut Machine?  



	First, place the Vinyl liner side down onto the Standard grip mat. Then place it inside the machine after selecting the design. Push the go button to start.  

	For a smooth placement of the vinyl, you should use vinyl transfer tape. Transfer tape is a kind of pre-mask that transfer vinyl graphics to a substrate after being cut and weeded.  

	After cutting is done, remove the negatives of the image by a weeder or a tweezer, only leaving the wanted design on the mat. Now remove the Transfer Tape liner. Carefully with the sticky side down, place it on the mat with the design. Gently press to remove any air bubbles.  

	Whatever surface you want the design on, it should be clean and dry. Carefully place the vinyl on the surface and gently press it down. Remove the tap by peeling it off at a 45-degree angle. If it is difficult, burnish it by using a scrapper.  

	
		How to Cut Basswood by Cricut? 



	For cutting a word, make sure that it is not thicker than 11 mm. Use a strong grip mat for its cutting. Handle the wood carefully as the wood can be more fragile and easier to break. Use a craft knife and a ruler for this project. Clean the wood or use compressed air to remove all the dust. Mirror the images on Design Space. Brayer can be used to provide adhesion to the mat. Remove the white wheelers to the side of the machine. Check that the wood is not under the rollers; otherwise, it can cause damage. Make sure the design stays inside the edges of the wood — test before cutting the project.  

	

	 


The Best Materials for Cricut

	

	

	Cricut machines have been designed to handle a wide variety of material. Most of the machines can work with a majority of materials, but they do have specialties among them. Read on for more information on the Cricut Explore One, Cricut Explore Air 2, Cricut Maker, and Cricut EasyPress 2 and the materials that work best with each.  

	
		Cricut Explore One  



	This machine only has one carriage, so you might find yourself swapping out tools more often than with the other machines. This machine can cut over 100 different materials. It can also write and score. Here’s a sampling of some of the most common materials used with the Explore One machine.  

	
	● •Vinyl – Vinyl, outdoor vinyl, glitter vinyl, metallic vinyl, matte vinyl, stencil vinyl, dry erase vinyl, chalkboard vinyl, adhesive foils, holographic vinyl, printable vinyl, vinyl transfer tape, iron-on vinyl, glitter iron-on vinyl, foil iron-on, holographic iron-on, printable iron-on for light or dark fabric, flocked iron-on vinyl, and neon iron-on vinyl  

	● •Paper – Cardstock, glitter cardstock, pearl paper, poster board, scrapbook paper, vellum, party foil, cereal boxes, construction paper, copy paper, flat cardboard, flocked cardstock and paper, foil embossed paper, freezer paper, kraft board, kraft paper, metallic cardstock and paper, notebook paper, paper grocery bags, parchment paper, paper board, pearl cardstock and paper, photographs, mat board, rice paper, solid core cardstock, watercolor paper, and wax paper  

	● •Fabric – Burlap, canvas, cotton, denim, duck cloth, faux leather, faux suede, felt, flannel, leather, linen, metallic leather, oilcloth, polyester, printable fabric, silk, and wool felt  

	● •Specialty – Adhesive foil, adhesive wood, aluminum sheets, aluminum foil, balsa wood, birch wood, corkboard, corrugated paper, craft foam, duct tape, embossable foil, foil acetate, glitter foam, magnet sheets, metallic vellum, paint chips, plastic, sticker paper, shrink plastic, stencil material, tissue paper, temporary tattoo paper, transparency film, washi sheets and tape, window cling, wood veneer, and wrapping paper  



	
		Cricut Explore Air 2  



	The Explore Air 2 can cut the same materials as the Explore One. The difference is that it has two carriages instead of one, so it’s easier to swap between tools. It’s also a bit faster than the Explore One. The Air machines have wireless and Bluetooth capabilities, so you can use the Cricut Design Space on your phone, tablet, or laptop without connecting directly to the machine.  

	
		Cricut Maker  



	The Cricut Maker has about 10x the cutting power of the Explore machines. It includes a rotary blade and a knife blade, so in addition to all the above materials, it can cut into more robust fabrics and materials. With the sharper blades, it’s also better at cutting into more delicate materials without damaging them. Here’s a list of some of the additional materials the Maker can cut.  

	•Acrylic felt  

	•Bamboo fabric  

	•Bengaline  

	•Birch  

	•Boucle  

	•Broadcloth  

	•Burlap  

	•Velvet  

	•Calico  

	•Cambric  

	•Canvas  

	•Carbon fiber  

	•Cashmere  

	•Challis  

	•Chambray  

	•Chantilly lace  

	•Charmeuse satin  

	•Chiffon  

	•Chintz  

	•Chipboard  

	•Corduroy  

	•Crepe paper  

	•Cutting mat protector  

	•Dotted Swiss  

	•Double cloth  

	•Double knit  

	•Dupioni silk  

	•EVA foam  

	•Eyelet  

	•Faille  

	•Fleece  

	•Foulard  

	•Gabardine  

	•Gauze  

	•Gel sheet  

	•Georgette  

	•Gossamer  

	•Grois point  

	•Habutai  

	•Heather  

	•Heavy watercolor paper  

	•Homespun fabric  

	•Interlock knit  

	•Jacquard  

	•Jersey  

	•Jute  

	•Kevlar  

	•La Coste  

	•Lycra  

	•Mesh  

	•Metal  

	•Microfiber  

	•Moleskin  

	•Monk’s cloth  

	•Muslin  

	•Nylon  

	•Organza  

	•Handmade paper  

	•Plush  

	•Sailcloth  

	•Satin silk  

	•Seersucker  

	•Sequined cloth  

	•Bonded silk  

	•Tafetta  

	•Tulle  

	•Tweed  

	•Velvet   -   •Wool crepe  

	
		Cricut EasyPress 2  



	The Cricut EasyPress 2 is a small, convenient heat press. It works with any type of iron-on material and can adhere them to fabrics, wood, paper, and more. Cricut also offers Infusible inks that are transferred to the material using heat. The EasyPress is a great alternative to iron, as it heats more quickly and more evenly.  

	Crafting Blanks  
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