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      Chapter 1: The White Mage is Banished

      “We’re kicking you from the party, Lloyd.” The words that had come from Allen, the leader of my party, were so sudden that it took me a moment to wrap my head around what he was saying.

      It was early in the morning. Allen had woken me up before dragging me to the room we usually used for strategy meetings. As soon as I stepped inside, I found our other party members, seated and scowling at me.

      Just what were they mad about? And why meet so early in the morning? Those were the questions on my mind when our conversation began, and those had been the first words out of Allen’s mouth.

      I just couldn’t follow. Why? I searched through my memories, but I just couldn’t find a reason.

      “Could you tell me why?” I wasn’t about to let myself be banished while I was still in the dark. They had to have some sort of motivation, so I decided to ask Allen what that was.

      “Then why don’t you tell me why you think you belong in the Hero’s party?” he said, observing me with a derisive grin.

      I was a white mage, an occupation which specialized in support magic. Within the Hero’s party, I dedicated myself to providing combat support just as Allen had ordered. Though—as presumptuous as it may sound—I was pretty sure I had done a good job of that during this past year since our party had been formed. I had no idea what I could have done that warranted being fired.

      “I thought I was properly fulfilling my role as a supporter...”

      “You’re always just standing around and fumbling behind us! Then you step out of line and give orders like it’s your place to. Honestly? You’re an eyesore.”

      As soon as those words came out of Allen’s mouth, our other party members nodded along in agreement. They must have all thought I was an eyesore.

      Lulu scowled as she spoke. “It’s an honor to be a member of the Hero’s party. We make far more than what other parties make, but... You’re the worst for thinking you can stick with us even though you don’t have the skills to back that up.”

      “Yup, the absolute worst,” added Mia, nodding along.

      So that was it. In their eyes, I was being a bother by sticking around in the Hero’s party for fame and fortune despite my lacking skills. But even setting fame and fortune aside, I regretfully couldn’t deny their claims about my skills. The reason was simple: I was just ignorant of my surroundings. Even if I wanted to deny their words, I lacked the proper frame of reference to do so.

      My master took me in when I was young, and I had lived deep in the mountains with her ever since. I had learned almost every spell I used from her, but a year ago, certain circumstances had brought me to town. Then, I found a poster advertising that the Hero’s party was looking for new members, took their exam, and was welcomed onto the team. Because of that, I had no idea how I measured up to other white mages. Of course, that was partly because I wasn’t very interested in others, but I also just never had the chance to interact with them either.
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