
    
      
        
          
        
      

    


THE DATA CARTEL

Inside the Secret Economy Selling Your Life Online

COPYRIGHT PAGE

The Data Cartel

Copyright © 2026 Marcus Briggs.

No part of this ebook may be reproduced, distributed, or transmitted in any form or by any means, including photocopying, recording, or other electronic or mechanical methods, without the prior written permission of the publisher, except in the case of brief quotations used in reviews and certain other noncommercial uses permitted by copyright law.


Table of Contents

Title Page

Copyright Page

DISCLAIMER

INTRODUCTION

THE INVISIBLE MARKETPLACE

THE CURRENCY OF THE DIGITAL AGE

THE DATA BROKERS YOU’VE NEVER HEARD OF

SURVEILLANCE BY DESIGN

THE PSYCHOLOGY OF DIGITAL MANIPULATION

WHEN DATA BECOMES POLITICAL POWER

THE PRICE OF “FREE”

BREACHES, LEAKS, AND DIGITAL EXPOSURE

THE LEGAL GREY ZONE

FIGHTING BACK: THE RISE OF DIGITAL PRIVACY

RECLAIMING YOUR DIGITAL LIFE

	[image: ]
	 	[image: ]


[image: ]

DISCLAIMER


[image: ]


The information provided in this book is for educational and informational purposes only. Every effort has been made to ensure that the information in this book is accurate, up-to-date, and helpful. However, no responsibility is assumed by the author or publisher for any loss or damage resulting from the use of this book or the information contained herein.
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On a cold morning in February 2012, a young Austrian law student named Max Schrems sat in his small apartment in Vienna staring at a package that had just arrived in the mail. Inside was a thick stack of paper sent to him by Facebook.

Schrems had made a simple request. Under European privacy law, he asked the company to send him a copy of all the data it held about him. Facebook complied.

What arrived was staggering. The printed file ran to more than 1,200 pages.

Schrems began flipping through them slowly. Messages he believed he had deleted were still there. Old chat logs appeared intact. Location tags were attached to posts he barely remembered writing. Friend connections, timestamps, interactions, metadata. Page after page documented moments of his digital life with clinical precision.

At one point he stopped and stared at a section showing information he had tried to erase years earlier.

It had never actually disappeared.

For Schrems, the moment felt unsettling. He had not been a particularly heavy user of the platform. He had never imagined that his casual posts and conversations were being preserved in such detail. Yet here was a near complete archive of his activity, compiled quietly in the background while he used the service.

If a single user could generate a file this large, he wondered what Facebook knew about everyone else.

The question would eventually lead Schrems into a legal battle that reshaped international privacy law. But at that moment, he was simply a user holding physical evidence of something most people had never seen before.

The internet remembers far more than it admits.

By the early 2010s, companies across Silicon Valley had begun building systems designed to capture and analyze behavioral data at enormous scale. Platforms like Google, Facebook, and Amazon have turned into essential parts of everyday life. People use them to search for information, keep in touch with friends, find their way around unfamiliar places, buy things they need, and share what's happening in their lives.

The services felt effortless. Most of them appeared to cost nothing.

What made them valuable was the information flowing through them.

Each search revealed curiosity. Each location ping revealed movement. Each purchase revealed priorities. Over time, these signals accumulated into vast behavioral archives that could be studied, categorized, and transformed into predictions about future behavior.
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