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			The air was cold and crisp and smelled like dead salmon. Fog sat heavy over the soccer field. I stood with my dog Buster, a black Labrador retriever, at the edge of the soggy grass.

			Usually, we would cross the field to get home faster. Tonight, it was so dark and the fog so thick we couldn’t see the other side. Anything could be lurking there.

			If my best friend Jamie had come with us, maybe I would have tried it. Even though Buster was a good dog, he wasn’t much of a protector.

			“Come on, Buster,” I said. “It’s too spooky to cut across.”

			We hurried along the sidewalk, beside the field and towards the creek. Lucky for us, it wasn’t raining. Still, Buster’s head slumped forward as if he was getting soaked. His tail swayed back and forth in time with our steps. Leaves crunched under my feet.

			Just as we got to the creek, Buster’s ears perked up. He stopped in his tracks.

			“What is it?” I asked. I heard a splash. It was probably spawning salmon moving through the shallow water, but it was too dark to know for sure. 

			I shivered. “We’d better go.” I started to walk. Buster didn’t budge. I turned back to tug on the leash. “Come on!”

			Buster whimpered and stayed put. His eyes darted from side to side. His nose twitched. 

			I scanned the trees and bushes near the creek. I couldn’t see anything. Then, I heard it. A strange whistling sound. Right away, I had visions of a giant bird, swooping down from the trees.
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